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A 

DESCRIPTION 

O F 

GUINEA. 

INTRODUCTION. 

AVINO led our Rcadcri through 
the moft confiderable countries in 
JJta, we (hall return to Africa^ 
where we have not only already de«- 
fcribed EgyfU and the country of 
the Hotitniots from the mod learned and cele- 
lotted Authori ; but have illuflraied our de^ 
fcriptioni of both by very elegant plates. In«> 
deed little more of this vaft country is known^ 
except thofe kingdoms and provinces fltuated 
on the coaft : thefe we (hall deicribe from the 
moft approved Authors that have wrote upon 
the fubjeA ; and where we have materials that 
may be depended on^ we (hall enter into the 
heart of tne country, and gratify the Reader 
with whatever is found there mo^ Q>aiari»M\k ^^^ 
entertMtning, 

Voi.xvii. B c^^K^ 




CHAP. I. 

0/ tl^ G^UCoafi e/GvhktSL; ibi Ma/mir in 
ivhicb the Gold is found \ *with the Drefs^ Re* 
ligien, and Cuftoms •tfthe luhabitants, 

GU I N & A 18^ large t^untry that eictends 
feveral kundr^ mile« along the wcftern 
coaji of Africa^ and is divided into many king- 
doms and com|DOliwea]th<» The Gold Coaft 
reaches about 330 miles; it beginning, ac- 
cording to Mr. l^tnith^ tt die river Mancbaj and 
extending to the Voha ; comprehending the coun- 
tries of Axiniy Ante^ Adomy Jabi% ComnuaU^ 
FitUf Saloe, Fantyrtt Acrin, Agonna^ and Aquam-^ 
boe\ eack containing a village or two on the 
feafhore; but their moil populous towas are 
generally within the land. 

To begin with Axim^ the inhabitants of this 
country are generally rich, from cheir driving 
a great trade with the Europeans for gold» whicA 
they chiefly difpofe of to the Engbfi or Dutch. 
They employ themfelves either m trade, fiih- 
ing, or the cultivation of rice, which is tranf- 
ported from thence all over the Gold Coaft ; 
and they receive in return, millet, jammes, 
potatoes, and palm oil. The river Ancober, on 
th« borders of this province, has a winding 
courfe ; and its banks are adorned with fine 
lofty trees, that afford a moft agreeable ihade. 
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And defend the traveller from the fcorchlng 
beams of the fun. It is very pleafant to ob- 
ienre the birds beautifully variegated with the 
brighteft colours^ and thefportive apes, divert* 
ingthemfelves on the boughs of the trees. 

The Dutch fort of St. Anthony is at the mouth 
of this river ; and about fevcn or eight leagues 
to the fouth-eafty they have alfo a large beauti- 
ful fort which belonged to the King o^PruJJia i 
but was taken by the Dutch in the year 1724. 

In the next province, which is that of Ante^ 
the Englijh have a fort called DicJ^ciyve^ which 
is a handfome regular fortification with four 
good batteries, on which are mounted 20 pieces 
of ordnance. This, and all the other EngUJb 
forts, are fubordinate to Caht Coaft Cdlle. 
There are alfo feveral Dutch forts. This 
country, as well as the Gold Coaft, abounds 
in hills covered with lofty and beautiful trees. 
Between thefe hills, the valleys are wide and 
extenfive. The earth produces in great abun- 
dance, very good rice, the richeft tort of mil- 
let, which has a red grain ; fugar canes of an 
extraordinary fize ; and the palm-trees, which 
affords the inhabitants the moft excellent wine 
and oil. There are here all forts of tame and 
wild beafts. This country is watered by a 
river that is navigable th^ee miles from itsf 
mouth ; but the cataradb above that diflance 
render it impaflable beyond it. It affords great 
plenty of fifh, notwithftanding its being peftered 
by incredible numbers of crocodiles. On each 
fide of this river ^w a fort of xxt«%) ^*^^ 
Mai GaM inrcrmixcd, whofe biaxkcYvt^ ^^qx 
B 2 ^vc^^ 
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diredlly into the water, where they are imme- 
diately covered with oyfters, which are at firft 
of the biignefs of fhell-fnails ; bat in a ihort 
time grow to their natural iize. 

The countries q^ Adorn and Jahizxt extremely 
fertile in maize, and have fevei^l mines of 
gold. 

In the country of Commani or Commmda^ is 
a town thus named, where is the largeft and 
Itrongeft of any fort belonging to the Englifo 
on the- Gold Coaft, except Cape Coaft Caflle ; 
and within a muftet-ihot is alfo a good Dutch 
fort. The gardens are very good, and there 
are large villages of Negroes belonging to 
both forts. 

In the next province named Fetu is Cape 
Coaft Caftle, which being apiece of great con- 
fequence belonging to England^ deferves a par- 
ticular defcription. This caftle was founded 
by the Portuguefe ikiOMt the year 1610, upon a 
large rock, which projedls into the fea, form- 
ing a head-land, to which they gave the- name 
otCaSo Cor/o. In a few years they were dif- 
pofleffed by the Dutch, who enlarged and beau- 
tified it. The parade which is 20 feet perpen- 
dicular cbove the furface of the rock, forms a 
kind of quadrangle, open on the eaft. fide to- 
wards the fea, which renders it very cool, airy 
and pleafant, and affords a fine view of Queen 
i^^nne^s Point, and of the ihips in Anamahoe road, 
which has a platform of thirteen pieces of 
heavy cannon. The other three fides contain 
?naj}y ncsit ^nd fpacious apartments and offices. 
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particularly on the fouth fide, is a large well- 
built chapel, the back part of which joins to 
the caftlc wall. The Negroe town is very 
large and populous. The inhabitants, tho' 
Pagansy arc a very civilized fort of people : 
their chief employment is fiOiing, at which 
they are very dexterous, and it is a plea fin g 
fight to behold So or loo canoes going out to 
fiih in the morning, and returning in from fea 
well freighted in the evening, which may be 
feen every day during the dry feafon, except 
Tui/ifayy which is their Feti(h day, or Sab. 
bath. The garden of Cafe Coaft Caftle is 
ytry large and pleafant, it being near eight 
miles in circumference : it is no were circum- 
fcribed by either walls or hedges, except on 
the fouth fide next the town ; but all in gene- 
ral is called the Garden as far as any regular 
walks are planted. It produces every thing 
that grows within the Torrid Zone, as pine- 
apples, oranges, lemons, limes, citrons, guavas, 
plantanes, papas, bonanas, cocoa-nuts, cinna- 
mon, and tamarinds ; alfo many forts oiEuvopean 
fruits and falads. 

By the fide of the garden, on the top of a 
ftecp hill, is a little round tower, that mounts 
feven guns ; which from its being built by 
General Phipps^ is called Fhipps^i Ttr^er ; it 
is three quarters of a mile to the north weft of 
the caftle* At the fame diftance to the eaft by 
north is another EngUJh fort called Fort RcyaU 
which formerly belonged to the King of Dck- 
mark, and is every way \nacccffv\A^ ^\\v^^^^ 
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the fteepnefs of the hill* except bjr one Atr« 
row path» which a fingle gun may defend. 

The Dutch have likewite feveral forti in the 
country of Fetut the principal of which ii the 
caflle of St. Gtorge del Mixm^ fituated near the 
town of Mina ; this, according to Mr. £o/miu, 
has not ita equal in all the Gold Coaft. It if 
built fquare with very high walls, and has (par 
good batteries within » and anoJQier on the oat* 
work of the caille : on the land fide it has the 
advantage of two canals cat in the rock on 
which It ilandsy which are always furniihed 
with rain or freih water fufficient for the ufe of 
the garrifon and (hips. Befides, within the 
caille are three very fine cidems, containing 
feveral hundred tuns of rain-water. Below 
the caftle is the town of Mina, called by the 
natives Oiidina ; but though it is but indiffe- 
rently built, the houfes are of ftone, whereia 
they differ from thofe of the other towns on 
the coafl, which art ufually only raifed with 
wood and clay. 

I'he n^xt country is Sabt^ in which is 
a Dutch fort named Najfau^ that is almoft 
fquare, but is broadeft at the front: it has 
four batteries, and 18 pieces of cannon: the 
curtain takes in two fea batteries, and is equal- 
ly fpacious and convenient. The village of 
Mourecy which lies under it, is not ib large as 
Mina^ but is more populous ; the greateft part 
of the inhabitants are fifhermen ; 4 or 500 of 
vvhom go out every morning in canoes to fi(h ; 
who, upon their return, are obliged to pay 
every £fth £{h as a, toll to the Dutc6uQLoi« 
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. In f^mtfUi the nextdivifion, the EngUfi an^ 
Dwtch have feveral fmall forts. The inland in- 
habitantfly befides trading, are employed in til- 
lage, and the snaking of palmtwine. The 
country is very populous, and befides its being 
rich in goldi proiduces all the neceflaries of life ; 
and more efpecially com, which the inhabiunts 
ieil in large quantities to the (hips that arrive 
there. Here is no King, the government be- 
ing in the hands of a chief commander, whom 
they term their Braf!b, or Leader. He is a 
kind of chief Governor, and has greater pow- 
er than any other fingle perfbn in the country ; 
but his authority is retrained by the old men, 
who compofe a kind of parliament. 

The remainder of the Gold Coaft contains the 
kingdoms of Acrtm% Agonua, and Jquamboe ; the 
£rft of which borders on Fantyn^ and has a 
Dutch fort in the middle of the coaft, that haa 
two batteries, on which are mounted eight 
pieces of cannon ; under it is a fmall village 
inhabited only by fiihermen. The people of 
Jkrom feldom or never enter into war ; for hav- 
ing chofen the F(pitynians for their protedors^ 
none dare injure or attack them ; which aiFbrd 
them an opportunity of tilling their land in 
quiet, and they accordingly have anually a 
plentiful harveft ; a great part of which they 
difpofe of to other countries. Harts, hares, 
partridges, pheafants, and other wild*fowl and 
quadrupedes, are here very good, and in great 
abundance. 

A little below the above fort, u ^ ^^\ yw^.i 
thu MbotmiU both in fifh and {ov«\. K^v^x ^ 



mile hiOkr^Mtmrif it V«try Kg]i^Md?«iJki 
the Jk^rUmmi; fiid tl» l«ftA^>yifti^ 
tides o#'^> Aboiit itMb ]iy»4hqth^^ 
coiditiy ^j4pMM>= w\a!^-4mpidBtt^akrmM 
largcbefi, wwH «Bd:ridit9XitfM{^ iliihrtb 
lity and pfetfittftiiM tK»yW«NMM^«tidbi^'> 

We come:^etb(<w ^te liCftfitiMMi^'^MI ^ 
Gold Qcti&^iai^'^tJdM^'i^ miidiy&« 
of'whidi ik fimM i9tidtt>Arliidr^ \^itk 
King exti^dv1dr|K>1«nir oral tii^l#egMN»iMPdii 
Coiift for above-sb ttnla, tkif* tlMf tte g^flMi^ 
ed by &ver|d diJUiia Sbveragni/nf*ht jl|f^^ 
/«^ Negroesy are liaaghty, aito^'t atd wta-likiei 
and their povtrer^ fills moft oTthc* neiglilfoiir^ 
ing countriel whh terror: fhe StrgS/h^ D/mH 
^ and i>ufckhhft each a fbrt«t jfcra in this pro- 
vince. Mr. B»fmmi fays/ that' the Kio? ati4 
his favourites are fo rich in gold and Saves^ 
that he is of opinion, this country pofiefl^ 
greater treafoMs than all the countries on tM 
eoail we have hfth«rtf> deftribed : but'tho* tii« 
foil is fuffidefitly fertil, the inhabitaiit^ coni* 
snonly fallihertof provifiofts befos^ tlir ehd of 
the year. . f--' ' \ ' - - } ■■^" ^ 

The countrits ' yherc nWft'^ ^^/^'e' gold is 
obtained, arefiCtttttibd fomd^iftlmce witKSn I^d j 
the beft gold il fbnnd in or between parddolit^ 
hills; where the? Negroes 'df^pits^ and; Separate 
it from the earth dug; up wi^ it.- h is alfe 
found about folne rivers and-virf^eft-Mh* Wherii 
after heavy-^raifis .it*:is Nvalhfc<f^doiAfii^>from- thjei 
mountains by the violence of the torr^afft WMciK 
fbmetimea raiij «tnd bring down treat auanti- 
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iflJikewire gathered on the Tea ihore, particu- 
Wy at Mina and Jxim^ where arc little branches 
ofmersy into vi^hich the gold is driven from 
BOuntainoas places. In the morning after a 
niny night, thefe places are fure to be vifited 
by hundreds of Negro women, who have no 
Other covering but a cloth tied round the waiil, 
each is furnimed witt two callabafnes, one of 
ftjiich they fill with earth and fand. This they 
wafli with many waters, byoften turninj^thc cal- 
Ubafh round, till it waQies over the brims; while 
the gold, if there be any, finks to the bottom 
by its own weight : and thus they continue till 
they have wafhed all away, except two or three 
fpoonfuls at the bottom ; this they carefully 
tike out, and lay by in the other callabafh ; 
then they fill the other again, and wafh on 
till about noon, when the callabafh that re- 
ceives the fettlings, being pretty well filled, is 
carried home, and what remains is diligently 
fearched, when they fometimes find afhilling's 
worth of gold, or fometimes as much as is worth 
half a guinea, and fometimes none at all. 
' The gold obtained by digging, or thus found, 
is of two forts, one called gold-duft, which is 
the bcft ; the other confifts of pieces of differ- 
ent iizcs ; feme being hardly the weight of a 
ftrthing, and others weighing as heavy as twen- 
ty, or thirty guineas : few indeed are found fo 
large as thefe ; but the Negroes fay, that they 
have in the country pieces that will weigh one 
or two hundred guineas ; but the multitude of 
finall ftones which always adYveit X.O ^^tvci^ ^^- 
^Qa great lofs in tha xne\utv^« ^ ^ 
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The Negroes of theie coantries are, howererf 
{aid to be artifts in adulterating gold, and ibme* 
times inapofe upon the unexperienced traddt 
men. 

CHAP. XL 

0/ the Manners and Cuftoms of the Negroes, m 
tbeGMCoaft. 

TH E Gold Coaft being fitaated withio 
the fifth degree of north latitude, the 
heat is exceiZive dunng the months of OSohr^ 
Novemher^ December^ January^ February and 
March ; but it is more temperate during the fix 
remaining months. The coaft is extremely 
unhealthful, owing to the. heat of the day and 
the coolnefs of the night ; with the thick and 
fulphureous mifts wiiich arife in the mountains* 
Indeed few come who are not feized by a fick- 
nefs which frequently proves fatal : but fince 
Dr. Jameses difcovery of his admirable powder, 
and its being tried on this coafl, the danger of 
going thither is in a manner removed. 

Mr. BofmoHy whofe only fault as an hiflo- 
rian, feems to be his writing with too much 
acrimony*, fays, that all the Negroes on this 
coaft are without exception, crafty, fradulent, 
and feldom to he truded ; being fure to flip no 
oppot tunity of cheating an Europian^ or evea 
one another. 

* The manner in which he fometimet treats the 
'£'^S^f/^» " equally void of catkdo>u. 
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The TJcheft of the natives adorn their hair 
wkh a fort of coral called conte de terra^ which 
they efte^ much more valaable than gold ; 
and with a ibrt of blue coral called by the na- 
tives oicmri. The^ are '^^vf fond of our hat8» 
for which they will pay a great price. I'hcir 
inns legs and waifts are adorned with gold 
and conu, and their arms in particular are a- 
doraed with rings of gold, filver and ivory. 
Round their waifts they wrap three or four ells 
of filk, cloth, perpetuana, or other ftuff, which 
hanring from the navel, covers half the leg. 
Their other ornaments are ftrings of ^Id, or 
chains of gold, filver, (hells, lie. which they 
wear round their necks. But their Caboceros 
or chief men, who have a (hare in the govern- 
ment, wear only a hanfome cloth round their 
wufts, ft cap made of dcer-flcin, witb a firing 
of coral about their heads, and always appear 
with ft ftaif in their hands. 

The common people have fome an eU or two 
of cloth round their waifts, others have only 
a kind of girdle to which is faftened a piece of 
ftuff which pa(re&^ between their legs, and fervcs 
to cover their nakednefs ; to this the fiftiermen 
add a cap made of deer-ikin or rufhes, or an 
old hat, purchafed of fome Europtan failor. 

The women of rank (hew themfelves more 
(killed in the ornaments of drefs than the men. 
The cloth they wear round the waift is much 
longer, and faftened with greater neatnefs about 
their bodies. Their hair is more beautlfvill'j 
adorned with gold^ coral an4 vvot^. CivW 
4hMjas Mnd Arings of corsil not on\v Vi^tv^ ^^^^ 
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their necks, but their arms, legs and wufts 
are in a manner covered by thele fplendid or- 
naments : befides on the upper, part of their 
bodies they frequently caft.a veil of filk, or 
fonie other fine ftuiF. 

The Kings, while in their own houfes, arc 
not diilinguifhed by the leall grandeur. Their 
deaths arc fometimes not worth a ihilling; 
and they eat the fame food as the meanefl of 
their fubjefls ; for bread, oil, and a little Hink- 
ing fi(h make up their bill of fare ; and water 
is their mod common drink; but they have 
brandy, which they purchafe of the Europtansf 
and palm-wine,' which they receive from the 
inland country. They have no guard at the 
palace gates, nor any but their own wives and 
their flavcs to wait on them ; and when they go 
abroad in their town, they are ufuaJly attended 
by only two boys, one of whom carries theKing's 
fabre, and the other his feat. But in cafe they 
go to pay a vifit to a conilderable perfbn in 
another town, or are to receive a vifit from ano-* 
ther great man, they take care to fhew their 
grandeur ; on fuch occafions they and their 
wives are richly adorned ; they are accompa- 
nied by armed men, and have umbrellas held 
over their heads. 

The arms ufed by the troops are mufkets, 
of which vaft numbers have been bought of 
the Europeansy and in the ufe of which they 
are extremely expert ; their other weapons are 
a kind of lances called affagays, and a fort of 
hhrcs ; they alfo wear larj;je fliields four or five 
/tct Jong and tkrce broad, made o£ o^ki^. ^omt 
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of whkh are covered with tyger-ikins, or other 
materials ; and (bme again have broad thin cop- 
per plates at each corner and in the middle, to 
urnrd off the ailagays and arrows of an enemy. 
They fight without the lead order, and are 
chieEy intent on obtaining prifoners, in order 
to make them flaves, and to obtain from them 
ornaments of gold and coral. 

Almoll all the Negroes believe in one God, 
to whom they attribute the creation of the 
vorld and all things in it. it alfo appears that 
they have fome idea of the immortality of the 
foal. Every one has what he calls aP'etifh, which 
is fome ornament worn on the head, or any 
other Aibftance dedicated to God, and to which 
they pay the greateft reverence ; for thinking 
themiclves too mean to be allowed to offer their 
pedtions immediately to the Supreme, they ig- 
Rorantly eileem it more modeil to addrefs them 
to their Fetiihes. Each Fetilhcr or Prieil, has 
his pecaliar idol prepared in a particular. and 
difierent manner ; which is moflly a large wood- 
en pipe filled with earth, oil, blood, the bones 
of dead men and beails, feathers, hair, and 
all fach kinds of excrementitious fubllances 
ihmiL into the pipe : by thefe mixtures the Prieft 
may probably convey the idea of fome fecrec 
myilery, or fome powerful charm, that has ail 
the powers of necromancy. If a Negroe is 
to take an oath before this Fetifh, he firfl afks 
the Priefl its name, each having a pecular one ; 
then calling the Fetifh by it, he repeats what 
he is to confirm by an oath, and dcfires the Fc- 
tifli lopuuiih him with dc:.t\\\S Vvc "bsvc^^**^^^^ - 
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then gMng roaod the pipct ^ afieriTirdt'ftmdv 
in the fiune place, asd lep^ft the osth a feooMt 
timer ia the fiuie nanaer at hefiNre^ and' lb « 
third tune ; after this the Fetsftcr takes tmm 
of the ingitdteiitsontaf die pipe, withwhidf 
he tonchcs the perfim's hflad» anns» belly-, wmS 
legs, and hoidiw it above his bad, tiHii» k 
three dmes rofina. He then cats a bit cf Al 
nail of one ;finger in each hand, andoMtetoa 
each foot, and fonse of the bdr of the hca4i 
all which he pats into tlie pipe) and thus tha 
ceremonies of Ae oath are condaded. 

Befides when their fifhery is at a low ebb^ 
they make offerings to the fea; and almoft 
every village has a unall (acred ^ve to whidi 
the Governors, and prindpal inhabitants fire* 
quently repair to make dieir offerings. Thqr 
are (aid to have fome notion of the Devil, bat 
are fo far from paying him any kind of wor* 
ihip, that they have a cnfbm of baniihing 
him, which they perform annually with aban« 
dance of ceremony at a time appointed for that 
parpofe. This ' is done after a feaft of ei^ht 
days, in which they take the greateft liberaes 
with each others charaders, and particnlarly 
with their fnperiors. This time of licence, 
bdng ended, they hunt ont the Devil with aa 
horrid cry ; all mantng after tme another, and 

' throwing ftones, dirt, and every thing that 
comes in their way at the fnppofed fiend. Whea 
they have driven him fiur enoagh oat of towo» 
they retorh to their boufts; on which the wo- 

jmen immediately waib and fcoor all their wood- 
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en and eiCrtheii velfels very neat, to cleanfe 
them from all pollution. 

Marriage is not here obftrufled by previous 
ceremonies. If a man likes a young woman, 
he has nothine more to do, than to afk her of 
kr parents, wno fcldoro refufv: fo reafonable a 
lequell, efpecially if he be in the Icafl agree- 
able to their daughter. The bride brings no 
fortuiie ; but the man keeps an exadl account 
of the expenccs of the wedding-day, and of 
the prcfents he makes to the bride or her friends, 
that if ever (lie become fo far dif^^uflcd with 
him as to leave him, he may demand the whole 
i{ain. Bat if he puts her away, he can de- 
mand nothing of her or her relations, unlcfs 
he produces very good reafons why he difmifles 
her. They allow of a plurality of wives and 
fome are faid to have even twenty ; but thcfe 
^n obliged to cultivate the earth, and to drcfs 
provifions for their hufbands, who generally 
ipend their time in loitering about, and drink- 
ing palm- wine : however, thofe who are rich 
have two wives that are perpetually exempted 
from labour. Thefe are the firft wife, who 
has the chief command, and the care of houfe- 
keeping 3 the fecond is confecratcd to their 
God, and is called their FetiHi wife. Of this 
laft they are generally very jealous ; with her 
they lie on the night following their binh>day ; 
and on that day of the week, which they 
call their Fetifli day. Each wife ufually endea- 
vours to pleafe her hun)and in order to ob- 
tain the ^rcateft (hare in KU ^ft'c^\citv^> -»:^^ 
ib* who u fo happy as lo \it ^t^«cw«wX.Av 
C X ^^ 
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fare. to'ttcwaited'oii mi ft^peOed by fierhl 

band. =, 

nrbe yffomWiSk delivered with reljc^w 
pdD«.evea wiMiDiit tlie:«ffift«iice of a ttdim 
and itls nfual fbr dieitt to go ju fikm aiQ 
are'^eliveitdtowa(hiiiifieite« Thedi0l 
BO iboiier' bom ihaii tkr Pediher ii>r Prieft 
ftotifbr,' wlb hiiidt4 nOtfAhor^ cwd<» f^ 
of coral and otker llittfgi^' tiMut tke infill 
hebdy bQdjr, aroM^ andfcet> «bich areci*.: 
.dm ic ftidlafficknefi andiu acddniti, anddk 
are all Oe'doatkk it b to war 'titt> iv is- fm 
or 'eight =yean oldt' atWhich afle'it'pikt^ 
a'fert'of' apron of half an: eil- ef ehidu-' 4 
ntunber oTiemales bom is faid^ greatly ;to < 
ceed that of the males, which may render th 
having foch a multitude of wives A^newl 
more excu&ble* * ' " ^ 

As the people are naturally ina^ive from ; 
heat of the country* they ait miafken of 1 
few manual arts ; however, befides bniU 
their hott(es» or rather huts, making theit 
noes ; and being ikilled in managing thetal'i 
in iifhing ; they employ themftlves in the A; 
ing of wooden bowls, and earthen vefleb; ; 
in forming rings and chains for the arms i 
legs, 'of gold and filverand ivory: but- tJ 
are moll expert at fmiths work ; for by me 
of a fmall pair of belliDv^s with two or th 
pipes, which is entirely their own inventt 
they with a great ftone fbr an anvil, mak^ 
only fwords and other ofenfive wea^onfs i ' 
feveral inftruments of 'agricultural with hoe 
and hMTpwg irons for ni!bio£> i«A. kxiVrtl& 
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tools for making their canoes, the largefl of 
which are about thirty feet long They alfo 
make feveral forts of maftcial inftrumentSy the 
principal of which are a kind of horns made 
> of elephants teeth ; drums made of the hollow 
' tnuk of imall trees, covered at one end with 
iheep-fkin, and a fmall flringed inftrument re- 
fenibling a harp. But they have not the lead 
idea of letters. 

^hat is moft commendable among the 
Negroes, is their having no beggars ; for when 
one of them finds himfelf fb poor that he per- 
ceives it difficult .to procure fubfiflance, he 
binds himfelf for a certain fum of money ; or 
fail friends do it for him, and the mailer to 
whom he engages himfelf, fets him a talk that 
is far from being fiavifh ; it .being chiefly to 
defend him in cafe he ihould be attacked, and 
at his leifure time to ailift him in tilling the 
earth. But yet all the people in general, from 
the King to the meaneft fubjeft, freely beg 
whatc\'er they like of the Europeans. 

In ficknefs they have firft recourfe to reme- 
dies ; but not thinking them alone fufHcient to 
preferve life and reftore health, they apply to 
their fuperftitious worfliip, as more effe£lual. 
The phyfician being alfo the Fetilher or Prieft, 
he eafily perfuades the patient's relations that 
he cannot be recovered without fome offerings, 
and therefore propofes a Ihcep, a hog, a cock. 
Of whatever fie likes beft ; but this facriHce he 
always proportions to the ability of the ptrfoa 
to be ferved. If the difeafe it\CTea.^t^> w\^\^ 
expenfivc offerings are made, \x. Stw\>a.*i^'^M 
C 3 Va^^^^ 
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lUf^tut tUttec pliyficum h StStmm 

fMngi, and of appDspria^iag tkm* il 
«I««jt ith e» their cmti itK^, , . 

:S4chbQ]r* ^ are flavfs;^ iemntt. 
EmnfiaMs, if diejr think they' Jhave .« 
i^allci^wai* oaJtif beifff Mz^ with d 
ildifp^fion, go.^SthoM hi» kttowled 
smIv oCeringt ibr' Ibivi^ that be n«y r 
hit b«d^i and acaoidingjy there are 
time? Ibond on the iNbd^t or in the chl 
of the Ewvfiam, things eoofecqited h 
PetifheTs i^d there to' defend their maftc 
death : bat as they know that xheEur^ 
dlfpkjtied with fodi marks of their gra 
and affe^Qn» they always do it privatel) 
• conceal them ib well, that they are feldo 
covered before the perfon is dead, when 
have not tin^eto remove them* • 

.The chief medicines afed here are leu 
lime juice; the grains of'paradife» the 
blanches and gums of trees, .and about 
fcultd of horbs, impregnated with fanativ 
tues; ^nd 4¥ith thefe they fometimes pc 
ver/ extraordinary cores. 

, When. a. peHbn has breathed hi» laft, I 

IsUUens and friend^ fet np;a difinal cry, m 

yavthLOirhis acquaintance .now generally 

tbd*;r^fp(jft by firing :^nfcets. . If th 

cmAd f>^« man, his ^ee immedaix^y 

fAeir hfimd$ verv clofe* fmwit tlhtVx V«>^v' 



< G U I N E A. 19 

wUte earth* pat on an old worn-oat garment* 
and run about the ftreets making difmal lamen- 
tations, continually repeating the name of the 
deceafedy and the great a&ions of his life; 
and this lafts feveral days fucceffively till the 
corpfe is interred. While the women are la* 
men ting abroad, the neareft relations^ fit by 
the corpfe making*a difmal noife, and waihing 
and cleaning themfelves : the diftant relations 
alfo afiemble from all parts to be prefent at 
thefe mooming rites. . The town's-people and 
acquaintance of the deceafed, come likewife 
10 join their lamentations, each bringing his 
prefent of gold, brandy, £ne cloth, &eets, or 
other things, to be carried to the grave with 
the corpfe ; and the larger the preient is the 
Qore does it redound to the honour of the 
peribn who makes it. During this ingrefs and 
egrefs of all ibrts of people, brandy in the 
morning, and palm-wine in the afternoon are 
yiery briflily £lled out ; fo that the funeral of 
a rich Negro becomes very expeniive : for 
after this the body is richly drefied and put 
into the coffin with fetifhes of gold, the finell 
corals, and feveral other things of the greateil 
value, which it is fuppofed the deceafeid will 
have occafion for in the other world. After 
two or three days, the relations and friends 
being all met, the corpfe is carried to the grave, 
followed by a number of men and women with- 
out the leaft order, fome filent, others crying 
and fhrieking. At the fame time many young 
ibldiers running about, load and d\CcVA.\^it>^€\x 
ma&etMt tiU the deceafed is laid \i^ >^<& vtov^^gl^^ 
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The corpfe being interred, the multitude g(» 
where they pleafe ; but moft of them return to 
the houfe to drink and be merry ; this laftt 
feveral days fucceffively, fo that every-- thing 
now rather refembles a wedding, thah'a time • 
of mourning. 

They fometimes keep a King, or- very great 
perfon a whole year above ground, when, to 
prevent putrefaction, they lay tHb^orpfe upon ■ 
a wooden frame like a gridiroh, that ftands 
over a very gentle clear fire, which by ilovr 
degrees dries ic. When a King is to be pub- 
lickly buried, notice is firft given, not only to 
the people of his own nauon, but to othfer 
countries, which brings a furprifing concouHe 
of people, and all are as richly dreffed as pof- 
fible. In thefe funel-als feveral of the flaves of 
the deceafed are inhumanly killed, that they 
may ferve him in the other world, as are alfo 
thofe whom he has dedicated to his falfe gods, 
which are one of his wives, and one of his 
principal fervants ; and evcfn fome poor 
wretches, who, through the infirmities of age, 
or other accidents, are rendered incapable of 
labour, are fold, in order to be vi^Vims in 
thefe horrid offerings, and who are put to death 
with every circumftance of inhumanity. With • 
the utmoll horror, fays Mr. Bcjvian, I faw 
eleven perfons killed in this manner, among 
whom was one, who after having endured the 
moft exquifite tortures, was delivered to a 
child of fix years of age, who was to cut oit 
his head, which the boy viras about an hour 
Jn performing^ he not being fttoi^ txiow^ \c> 
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weild the fabre. But human facrifices are only 
in ufe among thofe Negroes who arc not fully 
iabjeft to any European government, and are 
at a diftance from our forts. 

The Negroes generally build a fmall cottage, 
or plant a little garden of rice on the grave, 
into which they put fomc of the goods of the 
deccafed ; but no houihold furniture, as fome 
Authors have pretended. 

C H A P. m. 

O/ihe Ftgitahles^ Beafti, Birdfj Reptiles and 
Infe&s on the Gold Coafi. 

OF the trees and plants of this country we 
have already given fome account in treat- 
ing of the Gold Coaft in general. There are 
here cocoas, and palm-trees of various kinds ; 
the cabbage-tree, orange-lrces, lemon-trees, 
bananas, pepper, ananas, water-melons, and 
many others. Among thofe for timber are 
many of an extraordinary height and fize, and 
others of different coloured wood, fit for the 
fijieft cabinet-makers work : of the corn, there 
it maize, or //r^i^i/r wheat ; but there is little 
rice or other corn on this coaft : Among the 
legttmenous plants are feveral kinds of beans, 
one fpecies of which is of a bright red, and 
grows in pods three quarters of a yard it\ l^w^Vi^ 
and another fpecies grows on trees o£ xJ^^^t.^^^ 
^ ^^ao/berry-bulh ; and among tVvft loox.^, ^^^ 
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poutMit .y«i&6» and ieveralothm fit forjbodk 
«8 Krdl.ii^jfboie vfed in mcdidiif . . 

Ifl:^ .¥49^. cfMuitijei are « r^ numbeci dT 
cows and goats i bot only 4,n«( of them air 
broaght'tQ..tlir toail ; howevfi;, at 2fk^%* If 
ACjm an4 4^^ gnat hfjr4s.'of thear aie 
bre4.; biMi.lkhcy iiie ib Ifgb^^nd. fqiall, that a 
full ^f^WA:. cow 40^ 4ot 0(0*^. weigh alMMVH 
250 {XMinds, and bo^, the^ : l^C ^y,^ m 
very indifierent meat. Thert^are alfo many 
ibecpidong.the coftft; .bat tbey.^are dear^ Aaa 
not abotie half' fb big'asbttitfVthey ha^'iA 
wool, bat that want if iiippUed with luur: 
however, theft Ihedp are^^<lf)f dry and dii^ 
agrefaUenneat. .As to .th^ goats, they w$ 
innumerable^ and both fatter an4. more fleihy 
than the iheep of Europe^ thoog^ they are ex* 
ceediag fiaalL.' There are likewif^ many h0g»^ 
bat tlMfe bred by the N(;groe« ax^ .cJ^trcWel^ 

There ate ik> hp^es on the coaft ; bat there 
are j^reat qaqibers of ijoifdl, ordinary oaes . in 
the inland -Goantry : bi^t the a^s,. whicb are 
pretty numerous on the coaft, are larger^ and 
handibmer than thoie horf^* Among the wild 
beafb the elephant, on acjcoant of its iize, de^ 
ierves the firft place. Thefe beafts, which ar^ 
here la or 13 feet high, are very prejodicid 
to the fruit- trees, efpecially to the orange^ 
bonana, and fig-trees, and with refped to the 
two U% eat both the. fruit and the ilem : but 
though thefe animals are of fuch ufe in the 
Baft Indiis both |n war, and as beafts of bofr 
i:^aj, Jiaof of them aro hnx^ tasand* However^ 



wien'oapravoked tkty f^ldom h«it Mirbodyi: 
«ad h IB freqnettdy not very caijr to Mt the 
•lephincs of thia (ptft in a rage. Mr. J^<» » 
fropi whoa fhk ddbiption ol Gufuai^^^dtBy 
taittn, gives tliefoUowiog account t.*< 1ft £^ 
mAt 17009 at fix in die noroing an dejAant 
came here to Ei iMiiMi, • walking eafily along 
^ ihore nnder the hill of Su y^if»t Some 
NegfOes wete ib bold as 10 g^ to Inm without 
aay tiling In their hands ; 1^ fefiined Aem to 
momupA him, and went qiilccly aking with 
•thein uder Monnt Jt. 7^1^* where one of our 
oSeere fli6t him above the eye : hot this, and 
the-fMlowin|[ (hot; whidh feme Negraet now 
wmred on hsm^ md not even make him mend 
|Mft|MKet f^ ^ only feeoKd between whilea 
te mta t en the NegMet by picking np his 
eai«t which were pf a orodigioifn Ize. He^ 
hfm0rth went on» and loon entmd oor gar* 
den. This drew the Director Oenend and, 
myAlf tfaither» and we were feon IbUowedby 
fiimeof oor people. He had broke down four 
or five ooooa-tfees» and in onr prefence he 
fann||[^t down five or fix more^ when the 
iMigth leimrnedtO'iife in breatingdown a 
tree, nuttht be fitly comjpared to the forcb 
entied » a man in knocking down a diild c£ 
Ihnie or TO«r years of age. While he ftoott 
here -abmre an hondrcd (hot were fired at him^ 
wkkhmade him Meed as if an ox had beeii 
haied. Bat this 'did not make him ftir, ht 
tfnly A| ip hit tfttp and made t)^ tiien appre^ 
iM^d Uiat h^ wooid follow ^em. M ^»ti'^ 
• Negreir goiiig Ibftly Vthiud \am« ^veix^^ 
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got hold of his tail, and wat going to cot dff 
a piece of it i but the elephant giving the Ne- 
gro a blow with his trunk, and drawing^ him 
to him, tiod upon him two, or thrae jtupea,. 
and as if jthat was notTufidcnt, gcvred tw« 
holes in bis body with his taefih, Jvge ipnoo^ 
for a man's double fift.to «nteart ^ He chev let 
him lie, .and even ftood ftill while two Ne^ 
groes- ventured* to fe|ch away the ..body, vdlll^ 
out oflerinjr to hoxt them.-. At.leilfltk, ^ 
elephant, after he h^ been abput agr hoor-JR 
the garden, wheeled about, as if he, intmdM 
to fall on us, on which we all flew to c|holbjE« 
door, in order tomake oorefeape; bji^lMiitt? 
lowed none of usi but ffcUPg tl> llieJiifdk 
door, threw it toagood oiAaMicei.tbeatnc^- 
jng from'ic^ walked through die garden boAg^ 
and proceeding flowly.to the river by Mp^nc 
^t- y^> batSed himfelf. Having thus le* 
frcfhed himfelf a little, he came out of the 
river, and flood under fome trees, by fooie of 
our water-tubs \ where he alio cooled himfislf, 
and then broke the tubs in piecesi as he did 
alfo a canoe that lay by them. The firing was 
here renewed till the elephant at laft fell ; after 
which they cut off his trunk, which was ib 
hard and tough, that it coft the Negroes thirty 
ilrokes before they could feparate it, which 
mufl have been \txy painful to the elephant, 
£nce it made him roar ; which was the only 
noife I heard him make. He was no fbone^ 
dead, than the Negroes fell on him in crowds, 
each cutting olFas much as he could, fb that 
4^^ /I/zoi/Tiea great nun[vber> ^\\k fQQd« Thpift 
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who pretended to underftant elephant- (hooting^ 
afterwards told us, that we ought to have (hot 
iron bullets; indeed our'f were not only of 
lead but too. fmall, and therefore moft of them 
had rebounded from his hide, and very few 
penetrated his fkull." 

- Tygers arc here numerous, and of feveral 
fpeciesy fome of which are very large, and 
they are all extremely fierce and voracious ; 
but happily for the natives, while they can 
fatisfy their appetites on the flefh of brutes, 
they will not attack any of the human race. 

The jackal is next in fiercenefs to the tyger, 
and is fo bold, that it devours whatever comes 
in its way, whether man or beaft. 

There are alfo wild boars ; but they are 
very few, and nOt fo rapacious as thofe of En- 
rofe, Thefe are excellent meat. 

There are prodigious numbers of apes, of 
which there are a great variety of fpecies. 
The moil common fort are of a pale moufe- 
colour, and grow to the height of five feet. 
Some of the Negroes are firmly perfuaded 
that they can fpeak ; but that they will not 
for fear of being fct to work. Another fpccies 
is fo fmall, that four of them put together 
would not weigh one of the former. There 
it a third fort very beautiful. Thofe of this 
Ipecies grow to the height of about two feet : 
their hair is as black as jet, arid above a finger^ 
length, and they have a long white beard. 
Beudes thefe there are many omer kinds. 

Vol. XVU. D \^^^^^ 
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There are fevertl forts of ivild cats^ aiie 
which ]» the etvtttat.' TlieNei;nies|tire; 
ioven of dOgfs-ftftV lirMdi Aer |^' 
diat of cattle: theit 4ogt are very dgty/ 
is remarkable^ thut diofe bfooght mM 1 
r9p€ foon degenerate, and their t^uv jpow le 
and ftiflTlike thofe of faxes, and hi t&ici 
four hroods, their barksfig tans iiico a-ho# 

Amoag the wild beafts, there are ineroB 
nambcrs of deer all along the Gold CcMift, dj 
cially at Am and Acra^ where. herds of a hi 
dred together are foneHines fees. Qf d| 
there are manjr dtftrent {w^t^^ ftme.as Ui 
a« cows, and otheti no bigger dHmdfts; 1 
all of diem are good to eat/ t>artkd«rl; 
fort aboiat tWo feet long, tbeiem of whidi 
efteemed Ytvf delicati^. One is abotft 1 
feet in length* «Bid of a flender tcaeat wid 
longhead and ears, and is a beautifiil creat 
of an orange-cdour, ftreaked with white. 

There are likewHe hares and porcnph 
Thefe laft, which* as well as the former, - 
efteemed good food* are great enemies to 
fnakes, and will attack the largeft and ii 
dangerons of thofe reptiles. 

Befides thefe, there tire fererai other q 
drupedes, and among die reft the fibdi, < 
of the moil lothfbme animals in the world, 
being almoftimpoflible to look on it with 
horror *. 

• The Reader may fee die Slodi deferibec 
Captain Woodes Rogers's Vpyagc, Chap. V. 
^'OL VL p. i/z, f72. 
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Among the feathered tribe there are cocks 

snd hens, thofe at Axim are fat and good* 

ikough fmall J but about £1 Mifta, and other 

£ laces on the coaft, they are extremely dry and 
»n. There are alfo tame and wild ducks, 
pigeons, vail numbers of partridges ; plenty 
ff pheafantf, fnipes, herons, parrots ; great 
aumbers of large and fmall birds, fome of 
which are extremely beautiful, their plumage 
being finely variegated with the brighteft co- 
lours, and their heads crowned with tufts of 
jfeathers. There are likewife eagles, falcons, 
kites, and many others of the birds of Europe^ 
•0 well «s thofe that feem peculiarly the nativea 
of the Torrid Zone. 

■ Let us now take a view of the amphibious 
animals and reptiles ; we have already obrerved> 
that the rivers fwarm with crocodiles ; befidei 
tbefe, there is an animal of nearly the lame 
form, though it feldom exceeds tour feet in 
kogth, its body is black, fpeckled with a 
round ibrt of eyes, and the ikin is very tender. 
It injures neither man nor beaA; it however 
(bmetimes makes great {laughter among the 
poultry. Its fle(h is A)metimes eat by the Eu^ 
rdpionsf and all who have tailed it agree, that 
it is much finer than that of a young cock or a 
hen. 

In this dafs of animals we may reckon the 
lizards, of which there are every where many 
tkoufands, especially by the walls of the forts ; 
and of thefe there are various fpedes, difierino; 
in fize, Siapr, and colour ; thttt %x^ \^«m\^ 
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greiU niiabers of cameleomy whicii sire 

maillil^ 'Oh Mir afoM'V - 
FraptAd«Q*^ i^M aitinilefotte^ 

pewrter pltte. Thtfe arft moital enemies to 
iRtkeif with which they^hire ^aeAtcAgi 
aients/ Of thefe laft^'xepdkf tiiere '«te*^ 
onhr gitat BambMi bo^* JttOdifiotu^Tani 

and l&<cof them are of a hideou5 i'lxe, i 
;5e^M*' i(k7«9 that the Jargeft of thofe Ca 
wfailt'lle'Wks OB this coaft was twenty feet lo 
and he'even believes that they are iHII hi 
mthill lindaiind we have frequently {o\x 
faT»ke,'lft iheir entrajU, not only hart« 
Other beaftsy bat alfo men f . 

SoMeT'bf rijr fcrvaTii«T fays the above- m 
tiOiieo'Atithoft once going to the country 
yond t^nrH^ 'found a fnake 17 feet long, 
verv= bitty, \fiT^% about a pit of watei";*r 
whidi wcp^ t^vo porcupines, between v/I: 
find thfc ififtk« began a very fliarp engage in' 
each ihOptiog very violently in their way, 
fnak«! his* v<;ik>ni> and the |>oitapineft i 
qoilb of twofpansih leneth. Mymen hai 
ieen thh' fight a cbnfic&rabie time, ^tl 
being perceived by the fiiirionfe combatants 
the heat of the batde loaded their mdfltets. 



• Scca curiotis dercripttonof the Caixyeteo 
Tol. XII. pag. 26, 17, %%.' '' . 

t It mult be confeiTed that this account at 
fight (hoclu probability^ and yet the concui 
Jteftimony ojf many Authors of reputation re 
f^e /^d Indubiuhle^ , ' ' 
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IttHy at the three champions to fo good a pur- 
pofe, that they killed them all, and brought 
them to Moureey where they were devoured l>y 
them and .their , comrades, as ver/ great de- 
licacies. 

Moft of" the fnakes are . venomqus.; but 
one is ibtoan extraordinary degree: thisjs 
fcarce a yard Ipng ; it is two fpans thick, and 
variegated with white, black and yellow. 
The fliakes not only infefl the woods ; l)ut the 
dwelUngs of the Negroes, and even the \^ry 
bed-chambers within the forts. 

The -country alf^ produces fcorpions, mille- 
pedes of a poiibnotts nature ; but whofe fting 
IS not (6 dangerous .as that of the fcorpions on 
thif coaft. £ut none of the reptiles and infedls 
of this. country. appear more extraordinary than 
the ants, «« Thefe vermin, fays the above 
traTeller, make nefls about twice the height of 
a man, of the earth which they turn up in the 
£elds and hills, and fometimes build large nefls 
on the trees, from which places they fometimes 
come to the forts in fuch prodigious fwarms, 
that they frequently oblige us to quit our beds 
in the nighjt. They arc ftrangely rapacious, 
and no animal can (land before them : they 
have often in the night attacked one of my 
live fheep, and before morning have made it fo 
perfedi a ikeleton that no human hands could 
have performed the work with fuch art. They 
ferve chickens and other fowl in this manner ; 
and the rat, notwithftanding its fwiftnefs, can- 
not efcape them ; for as foou ?ls owt cA ^^\sv 
attacks a rat, he is ineviub\v ^Ciivt % ^^^ '^'^- 
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temptiiig to ran away, he i$ affiiulted bt {ere* 
ral others, till To many fdl upon him that he 
IS over-powered. Thefe ants are of varioaa 
^tti and colonn. The ftiBt or bite of the red 
a^t raifes an inflaBmiation that is more pain- 
fal thaa that of the millepedes. The white 
are as traniparent as glafs, and bite with fach 
force that in one nig:ht tikey will eat throagh % 
thick wooden cheft of goods. 

The want of i!e(h and neceflarv pK>vi£ons 
hi- this eoantry, renders k neceftary for die 
natives ta fnbfift prindpaJly on fifh, and it 
f^ems a .partkalar favonr of providence that 
the fea and rivers feem to contend which fhall 
produce the beft. There are here many (brts 
found in Eurefet as pike, plaice, flounders, 
bream, thornback, lobfters, crabs, prawns 
and ihrimps ; befides a great variety of exce^ 
lent fiih that feem pe^oliar to thefe feas. 




r 
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CHAP. IV. 

Of tli Slave Coail of Guinea. A gentral Di- 
fcriftion of the Country 0/* Whydah ; nnitb tin 
Manners and Cuftoms of the Nati'ves ; the He- 
mage paid the King : the Manner of funifiing 
thoje Men tvho have Been caught itnth any of 
his Wtntes. The Ceretnomts obferved at the 
funeral of a Kingy and thofe relating to Re^ 
Sgion. 

XH E Slave Coaft begins about Rio Voka^ 
probably fo called' from the rapidity 
WJiich that river rufhes into the Tea ; for 
being very broad a few miles within land, and 
narrow at its mouth, where the ihore rifes 
high, it difcharges its waters with an amazing 
impetQofity. The country affords nothing ex- 
traordinary till we come to the Kingdom of 
Wbydah •, which is one of the moft delightful 
places in the world. The great number and 
variety of tall, beautiful and (hady trees on 
the coaft, feem as if they were planted in £ne 
groves, for the fake of ornament, and are 
without under-wood or weeds. The verdant 
fields are t^try where cultivated, and no other- 
wife divided than by thefe groves, and by 
villages, each encompa^ed by a low mud 

• This country is called Ftda by the Lutch^ 
Juda by the Freftci, and VHi^dah^ ^^ "^"^ Btn^Xiib> 
J^erfs^ptefi and Natives, 



5« ^DiSCiJ^TiON 
ivallv tod regularly placed over the face of th^ 
caw^tfy'y *In ihort, evirf cUng coatfibntcs I*- 
render/ the profped the mbft delightful that 
imagioatiooi ca¥[forjfi« "^N^t'.a moiifitaiii» or 
ey,en ^gJu^lpo inteaups; the. view ; the*. wH<4^m 
country, be^g a, fine» eafy, aqd almoft iibger- . 
ceptibb^ Wcenty for, Ae ipace of 40 or jo mikl 
from tl^'iea; Iq dM^t* nt>m any part of thlf 
kingdom ysi^ may liuive a profped of the oce»ii» 
and the fiurther 3roa gp from it, the inore,b<i|d* 
tifnl ajpd populous U thie countiy.^ ' Yel f^w 
is extremely unhealthful With refped ' tOv' 0- 
reigners. ' ^ .' 

^^he^ frmtf .produced mi the Cold C011& 
grow .here^.beiidiss which there are abundance 
of tamanadfi* fitrons* and fpme others ; Ettror , 
feai.fceis grow upto great perfedion ; .MUd 
hcrt might he planted w fineft falad gaxitni 
in the worli 

The cattle are cows,.i)ieep, goats, and hogs^^ 
all which are but little different in fhape. imd , 
fize from thofe oFi^e Cold Coail, but are more . 
flefhy and of a more agreeable tafte* Thcrt/ 
are alio horfes ; but they are very indlJSerent. 
ones ; and farther withhi' land« there are ele-. 
phants, buboes, ieveral fort« of deer, li ares, 
^nd tygers^. There are here ajfo vaft number* : 
of apes,, of diffeiicnt, kinds- 

Th^re are no' bth$r fotti of tamc^fowl but ] 
a few turkeys and geefe, cocks and hens, of ^ 
whlcK laft there are great plenty, which tho"* " 
fmall a^e.fat and good^- The whoje country 
-fesmi cpvercdwitji wild -fowl^ as geefe, .ducks, - 
. ... ^vi\^%/\ 
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fnipet, turtle-doves, and twenty other forts of 
birds diat are both good and cheap. 

Among all the birds in this country, there if 
one that has this remarkable circumilance at* 
temdiBg it, that whenever it moults it changes 
its colour^ Co that thofe that are black this 
year, become blue or red the next ; they wiU 
oe yellow the following year, and afterwards 
green; but they never vary from thefe five 
coloors, which ane always very bright, and are 
never mixed*- 

The natives are better d re/Ted than thofe of 
the Gold Coaft. The drefs of the King and 
diat of the great officers, is nearly the fame. 
It coniifts in a piece of white linen about three 
ells long, which encompaffes the waift, and 
hangs down to their feet like a petticoat. Up- 
on this they wear a garment of filk of the fame 
fize and form ; and over this laft they have a 
richer piece of filk fix or feven ells in lengthy 
which they- tie by the two corners, and making 
a great bunch on the right hip, the reft hangs 
down to the ground, fo as to form a train : 
but none are allowed to wear red, except the 
royal family. They wear necklaces and brace- 
lets of pearl, gold and coral, with chains of 
gold. Moft of them never wear any thing on 
the head, to fhelter them from the rain or the 
heat of the fun : bnt a few of the great put 
on a hat and feather. 

• This and raoft of the following particulars 
relating to If^fyilal/, are abrid^td iiomVeVo^w^ 
^ Cifi^fr Jis Uarchm en Guune • 1 oxeu W- 



. .Tkt c<nniiion pieople |iaveg<n« 
few herbs or a pit ce of coctoa^ of 
Mpldn fiiftened roond their wai: 
wnat nodefty teaches them to c 
thavDlmof 



tbtftmenuik, havi 



dhliif nmA dM mifti the l#Bge 

ijM»Md-dK«tlMi 

rit^ }iie MiJi.aKMPter t|yi» the 



• The Kinfl^ inw» and thofe e 

gudle iipwtfds»'aod Irom the n 
tavdaksfiftirtvoCot th^ee cov^nngi c 
iUip Ailimgfftaf whkhjrttchei t 
Md ttChliAtn trt a littttih^rtei. 
aft vtiy rlim^aitd fbm a fell abo 



t ibam at if they fi 
yetflcoatir fTk^f w$ aAonied wit 
a«A'l«i4h iringtof pearli^ gold an 
diei wMlod& elbow, and wear ^ 
4 cap of plaited and coloured its 
yery light, and rekmhlcs the f 
. Theft people are remarkable for 
ty to ftiangers, and the ^xtraordij 
they (bew each other. If any oi 
to yn£t a fttpesior» cir meets hini 
ke immediately falls on Jhis knee9 
limes Idflea the earth, and dapping 
wifliea hiflft a good day or night, w 
psiior anfwers only with dapping 
and returning the wilh. Th^ fam 
nefped are paid by the younger t 
brother; by the children to the fatJ 
ii0 wives t0 their bnibandft, iioi 
receive tinj thing from tVi« otVtt 
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Ineei with their handh joined ; or if they fpcak 
to them one hand is always put before the 
tnooth, that their breath may not be of^enfive. 
When two perfons ofcquai condiiiun meet, they 
both full on their knees« clap their hand$, and 
mutually wifli each other a goad day ; which 
ceremonies are alfo nicely obfervcd by their 
followers and dependants on each fide. 

But notwithflandinfr this fervilecomptatfunce, 
they are next to the C&itifft, the mod artful 
thieves in the world, like them, they are 
extremely addi^ed to gaming, after hav- 
ing loft their whole fubitance, they play for 
their wives and children, and when they have 
loft them, ftake their own liberty, and thus 
Income flaves to their countrymen, wJio fome- 
limes (cll them to the Ewroff^m ; and like the 
Chinefi they are indefatigftbly induftiioua. Be- 
sides agricultiire, Irom which the King and a 
few great men are only exempted, they foin 
cotton, weave cloths, make calabaOies, wooden 
veiTels, afTagays, hardware, and feveral other 
ihingii, which are done to greater perfedlion 
here than on the Gold Coaft. While the men 
are thus employed, the women make a kind of 
beer, which they carry to market to fell, to* 
gether with Jtheir huAand's merchandise. 

The meaner fort carry goods from the fhorc 
to the King's village, and with' a burthen of 
ft hundred pounds on their heads, they vwxi 
a fort of continual trot fo faft that it is diiR- 
cult to keep up with them, without any load 
at all. 
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Thofc who arc very rich, bftfidcs htifb^ 
cy, in which their wives a^d flaves are empi 
ed under them, drive a very copfiderable tn 
aoc only in ^ves, but in many other comi 
didca. 

Thefe llavea are generally pnfoners ofv 

.whkh are fold by the vs^orf a& their boi 
When thtfe flaves come to fFJItyd&ht they 
put in prifon all together, and are afterw* 
brought out into a large plain to be fold to 
Eurojfiaj/r, who before they purchafe th 
examine every limb with thegrcateft care, 
IfiiV^ids and maimed being thrown outj the 
xnainder are numbered. In the mean whi 
burmng-iron with the arms or name of 
companiei lies in the iire, and with this i 

.the Engiijb, French^ and Dutch brand thefe f 
unhappy wretche* both men and women 
prevent their being exchanged. After this I 
are returned lo their prifonj where they 
kept at the charge of thofe who have boi; 
them, on bread and water, till they are re 
to be taken on boards before which their 
mer mail era ft rip them entirely naked ; in wl 
con did on they are It owed in the holds of 
Jhlps, and carried to Amtrka, where ihey 
again fold to the planters in the Ei^ropean c 
nies, I gladly drop this dreadful comme 
fo Inconmlent with Cs^rijhanky^ and fo di 
nou table to human nature. 

It is remarkable that the natives of Wh 
»re fo expert in accounts, that they reckon 
confiderable fuma as quick, and as juftly b) 
hs^ aJone^ as we do wiili ihe ai&lUnce of 
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and ink, which makes it very caCy to trade with 
theiDy and not half fo troublefome as it is to 
deal with other Negroes. 

A plurality of wives is here carried to a 
greater length, than on the Gold Coaft, or 
perhaps in any country in the world, To that if 
ihe females do not vaftly exceed the males in 
number, it is evident that multitudes of the 
latter muft for ever be excluded from marriage. 
It is faid that private men have often forty or 
fifty ; that their chief Captains have 3 or 400^ 
and the Kins; as many thoufands. Thefe wives 
may be conudered as only fo many (laves, and 
indeed the greatell part of them are probably 
captives, who happen to pleafc their mailers, 
who therefore rattier chufe to keep them, than 
to fell them to the Europeans. The chief pare 
of them till the ground for their hufbands, 
while the moil beautiful ftay at home, where 
tbey are not excufed from working ; but the 
men are fo extremely jealous of them, that on 
the lead fufpicion they fell them to the Eunpi" 
am. On the Gold Coaft, it is common for the 
hulband to fhare with his wife the profits of her 

Sroftitution | but here adultery is punilhed with 
eath, and if the pcrfon injured dc a rich mant 
the crime is fufticient to plunge his whole fa- 
mily into flavcry. 

There are feveral clafles among the King's 
wives. She who has broojght forth the ftrffc 
male infant is at the head ofthe firli. This h 
the Queen, or as they term her, the King'.i 
great wife. All the others treat htt v4'\\Vv\it- 
rpt&, all in the fcragUo ate utAw \w wwi* 
yoL. XVIL E ^^^^ 
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SDan<if and ihe baei no fuperior biit the EiDg'i 
fiiothtf, wHo£^ credit is greater or lefs accord-r 
ing to the degrt^e of his Majelty*s affc£lion for 
bcr, or her power of managing him. She ii 
properly of no clafs ; fhe has a feparate apart^ 
Blent in the palace, ftaves of her own fex ta 
vait upon her, aad revenues for her f»pport, 

I When flie has great cretlit with J:er 100, ftis 
receives many prefcnts from thofe who iland in 
met^d of her protection ; but (he is obliged .10 
live if] a ^ateof celeb acy, and i» not allowed 
to marry ag^iio. 

If a man accidently touches any part of the 

- body of ooe of the Xirrg^s wives, his bead, or 
9.C leait his liberty h forfeited, Die is defiledt 
and btrin^ un&t to returo to die palace, both 
pie doomed to perpctuiil llaVevy, Kence the 
Iw ng is tntirely ferved by lus wives, and no 
jfnan h permitted to enter the spsrtment inha- 
bited by them ; and when ajny oi them go tQ 
work ih ihe fields, whvch thty do by hundreds* 
whenever they fee a man they C.dl out Siax^f 
glt-att t>ti which he imn.ediatdy falli: on his knecsp 
or fbt on the ground, and thuj wait^^ for their 
pa(fin[^ by, withf^ut prefumlng fo much as to 
look at therm* The King on the leait difgu4 
fells 18 or 70 of them ; but this does aot Icflen 
their number ; for the officers to whom die 
govern me hi of the fernglio h inirufled, fupply 
their places with h<:{\\ hidJes ; xiiid uhenever 
they fee a beftutiftit virgin, they prefpnE her to 
the King, nof^ daring to Opppfs them | and if 
d Jadv happens to pleafe his Majefty, he di,ies 

licrthc Jwiwnr to lie withliiec iw^ t>i O&itt iv^^'i^ 
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tfter which (he is obliged to paft the remainder 
of her life like a Nun. Which in this country 
is confidered by the women as a moft dreadful 
panifhment. 

Upon the father*s death the eldeft Ton inhe* 
fits not only all his goods and cattle ; but his 
wives, which he keeps and enjoys as his own ; 
excepting only his own mother, for whom ht: 
provides a ffpirate nparcmunti nnd furficicnt 
fubfiflilnce. This culloni y>rrvHiU both among 
the {rreat nnd the connnonahy. 

'rhe kingdom of U'LytLih is hereditary; the 
eldeft fon furceedin;^ hiii fuiliur, unlefs the? great 
havefomc cxuaordiiinry reafons for excluding 
him» and placing the cri)wii on ihii head of 
one of his bmcltcr^, as wfi:i the cafe in the year 
1725. The Kin;»'s eld til fon is therefore pre- 
fumpcive heir of il>e crown ; but then he muft 
have been horn after the King's acceAion ; for 
thofe he had before he afi'ended the throne, art 
only coniidcnd as private perfuns. 

But they have here a ciifloni that is much 
more cxtraordinaj-y ; iho* it is a law never to 
be violateil. 'V\\t fucceflbr is no fooner born, 
than he i*. carried by the great men into the pro- 
vince of VJfi^ua on the frontiers of the kmg« 
dom, when* ho is educated as a private perfon, 
without knowiu't his birth, or iiavin^ the leaft 
knowledge of kateafiairs. None of the greac 
ftre allowed to vifit or receive vifits from him. 
He is to continue at Xingua und(fr the cure of 
A private man, who tho' he is intruded with 
the fecret of his birth, he is uot loi^NtA \\\si 
him on pain of death, and is vo \,tt.%.\.>cwvKv vc 
JLz "^ 



the fame manner as if he was his own Ton^ 

Thus on his aicending the throne, knowing 
neither the inierefts nor the maxims of the 
f!ate, he is obliged toahandon the government 
to the management of the great, and their fuc- 
ccflbrs ; for their pofts are hereditary, and the 
cldeflfon always fucceeds them. 

The flace of aba fern en t and ignorance, from 
which the prcfumptivc heir of the crown it 
thus r^fed, makes him long fen fi hie of th^ 
pleafure of royalty, when he fees himfelf thus 
unexpefiedly placed on the throne. Indeed 
that moment is no fooncr arrived than he it 
no longer confide red as a man ; he becomes in 
aninll^nca kind of deity, who Is never ap- 
proached, but with the mo ft profound rcve^ 
rence. As foon as a p rfon is arrived at the 
gate of the hall of audieoce, he proilrates him^ 
ielf on the earth, and advances* creeping on 
]iis hands and knees, till he come^ within a cer^ 
tain dtftance of the throne, and the Kmg al- 
lows him to fpeak by gently clapping his hands. 
He then utters what he has to fay in a low 
voice, and in few words, with his face to- 
wards the earth. Nobody is exempt from this 
inconvenient and humbling ceremonial; the 
greatcfl Lords in the Kingdom are fubjedt to 
It, as well as the others, and none but the 
i;hief Captain of the Seraglio, and the High 
l^riefl can enter the palace without leave; but 
If they rpeak to the King, they^ as well as the 
others, arc obliged to do it in the above 
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When one of the great men would fpeak 
to the Kijig> and has obtained his p^rmif- 
fion, he goes to the palace, attended by all 
his men m arms, and with drums, trumpets 
and Antes. When he arrives at the gate of 
the hall of audience, his men make a genera] 
difcharge of their muflcets, the drums, flutes 
and trumpets ftrike up, and all the men /houc 
aloud. In this manner he enters into the 6ril 
court, and there ftrips off all his cloaths, and 
hides his nakednefs with herbs pot round his 
waift ; he alfo takes off his bracelets, necklaces 
rings, and in general all his jewels. Jn this 
condition he proceeds to the hall of audience, 
where he proftrates himfelf, advances creeping 
to the foot of the throne, fpeaks with his face 
towards the earth, atnd when his audience is 
ended, retires, creeping backward, without 
changing the pofture he took in entering. On 
his rejoining his men who wait for him in 
the court, he dre^es and puts on his orna- 
ments, and the King is informed of his de- 
parture by the firing of guns, the found of the 
mftnunents of mufic, and the loud cries of joy 
ottered by his people. 

The Xing never comes to the hall of au- 
dence but when the directors of the com- 
panies, or his great men have affairs to com- 
municate to him, and are to receive his order5, 
or when he would adminifter iuAice to his fub- 
jefts. HepaiTesthereftofhistimein hisferaglio^ 
accompanied by his women, f\x o^ >*jVch5v ^"k^ 
with him; thefe are mac,t\\fictt\x\^ tl^c^ttv^i^ 
and kneel before him with thcvr \v^^^^- "^^5 
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touclibg the floor, la this poUure thej^ enter* 
lain and endeiivour to divert Jiim ; they drefi 
^im, nnd W2.tt: upon him nc the eable ; and 
life every art tg render thcmfclves beloved. 
When he ivould be alone with one of his wives, 
he touches her {lightly^ and gently dap£ hb 
hands : immediately the £ve others retire, and 
Ji;tvifjg fhut the door of the room where the 
King remains with their companion, they teep 
itj Till the happy woman leaves it. Then fix 
others take the places of the former, and thui 
they relieve each other, 

^ The King's palace is now plentifully pro- 
vided with European furniture, while the great 
inen and rich rnerchants m this reipc6: endea- 
voar to fqrniih their boofei ia the -fiaft* yum- 
ner« Thev h«ve mafrni&ccnt beds». caff dMirtf 
canopies, looking-glftftAf *nd ia A'WQrdt'«#tif 
thing fit to. adorn « hovfe in: tliit'dimite^ 
Thjere^ Ve. here cooks ittftrtiaetl-^^l^adHilfridr 
France^ ^ thatwketto enteituiiit)eiitie|pMft 
to an MuropiOMt i* findt the Stifles of iim 
iNe«or Lords kty^i with lu mnAy ddicackp 
as ^o(eo{ Eurefe* ,. Wine is brought tbaapom' ' 
Spain, the Canaries, Madeira ^nd Framci^'lkef 
sure alfofupplicd with brandy, fweetnaeatat'tea^ 
coffee and diocoUte ; and dieir tables Jieor n0 
remains of their andent fimplicity. Thef aie 
covered with fine UrMn> and they havQ ..vsiflfeb 
of filver, and (ervMes of china. But thb 
politenefs is confined to the great and Ae 
wealthy, the common people pre&rving their 
i»2deot inannen 
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Notwithflending chefenrility With which the 
King is treated by his fubjeftsy when the Dl* 
reflors of compsnies or the Captainswait upon 
him, he receiVei them in the hall of audience, 
caufcs eafy chairs to be brought thetn j aAd 
even drinks and fmokes with th«ni. 

We have ah-cady obfcrvcd, that the people 
are extremely jealous, and that admltery in 
pnnifhed with death : but if a man ib fur- 
prised with one of the King's wives nothing 
can fave them ; the King himfclf pronounces 
Sentence againft them on the fpot. The offi- 
cers of the palace indantly caufe two pits to 
be dug> fix or feven feet long, four broad, and 
five deep, fo near together that the criminah 
may fee and fpeak to each other. In one of 
thcfc pita a poft is fixed, to which the woman 
is faflened with her hands tied behind her. 
Two wooden forks are fixed at the ends of 
the other pit, and the man being flripped na- 
ked, is failened to a great iron bar like a fpit, 
with iron chains, in iuch a manner that he can- 
not move. The King's wives then bring ftfg- 
gots, which they put into the pit, and before 
they are lighted, the fpit to which the man is 
fiiflened, is put upon the two forks, and fire is 
put to the wood in fuch a manner, that only 
the extremity of the flames can reach his body. 
He is thus left to bum by a flow fire; a cruel 
punishment that would laft for a long time, 
had they not the charity to turn him with his 
face downwards ; in which fituation he is foon 
ftifled by the fmoke. When \vt tvo \ot\^j« ^n«^ 
any Egn of li&f they undo xVie c!lc^^%^ "^"^^ 
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ktdfi^ hmfidl mtb the Ipi^ icover Uni iritb 

.earth. ■ '. ■ ' 

Theautt'beijig imdp al»biit5DCMr6oof the 
King's wiv«< cfecMtrd b^ • pstf^ «f mnflcetMh^ 
aii4 itccompafricJ with drums wad Antes* come 
from the pahce wiih each a laige earthfen poe 
of fcaldtegDffiater cm her head* wfci^thejr ponr 
one after another on Ae Jiead of the poor wretch 
who ii tied to. the poft^f and klflecwaids fchmr 
the pots on her head with alt their fdrce. Deaa 
or not, all the water* and aUthe poti that comi^ 
from the palace are thrown on 'the body of this 
unhappy woman ; after which, whether (he be 
dill alive or d^ad, they cut the cords that 
faden her to the poft, pull that np, and bury 
her in the. pit> under a heap of earth and 
fiones. 

When the wife of a great man is taken in 
adultery, he may either (ell her to the Eurofeanj, 
or put her to death : if he chufes the htter, he 
caufes her head to be cut oF» or has her flranr 
gled by the public executioner, and is acquitted 
by informing the King of what he has done* 
and paying the executioner's fee. But as he 
has no power over the man who has difhonoured 
him, unlefs he catches him in the very adb, in 
which c;ife he kills them both, he is obliged 
to demand juftice of the King, who never nils 
to condemn the guilty to fufFer death. 

This feverity is only inflidled with refpe^ to 
married women. The unniarried are not fab^ 
jedl to itj and a man runfi no danger in being 
cauf^ht with one of them •, for Tvo^odv has any 
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to be her own miflrefs. It is To far from being 
infamous for her to have children before mar- 
rizgCy that (he is fure this will caufc her to be 
fooner married ; becaufe it is a proof of her 
fmitfulnefs* which is a very important confi- 
deration in a country where the fathers con- 
fider children, efpecially the males, as the 
mated riches, and the fupport of their fami- 
nes : and it muft be obferved, that they never 
fell their own children for Haves. 

When the Kin| of WhyJafj is dead, the 
Queen, or great wife of the deceafed, lets the 
grandees know it, who are obliged to keep his 
death fecret for three months, during which 
they aii^mble in order to confult whether the 
King's eldeft fon be worthy to afcend the throne. 
This term being expired, the King's death is 
made public, on which every thing falls into 
confufion ; law, policy, judice, feem to have 
expired with the King, and the mod dreadful 
disorders are committed : but this date of con- 
fuiion lads only live davs ; durinfir which, the 
Prince is fought for who is to fill the throne* 
and is put ii^ podeflion of the palace. A num- 
ber of great guns are now fired to inform the 
people that they have a King, and immediate- 
ly tranquility and good order are redored ; the 
markets arovopen, and every body applies to 
bufinefs. 

It being cudomary to pull down the palace 
in which the King dies, within three months 
after his death another is built, to which the 
new King is brought with all the wives ^Wv<^- 
iskZ to his fsLiher^ which jiow Woxs^tVv^, \i^^^^ 
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but ihe mother of the deceafed, and t 
the reigning King being exempt froit 
law, * 

ThcrcwKing immediately orders the 
ral of the late Mon^ifch^ by caufing five 
nOn to be fired at break of day, five at 
and five at fun-iet* The tioife of the 
followed by dreadful cries and howlirigs^ * 
relband thr«^Hgh the whole palace. The 
Priel^j who fuperin tends the funeral, cai 
pit to be dug fifteen feet fquare and five 
in the middle of which they hollow out d 
eight feet fquarc^ in the centre of whic 
King's body is placed with great ccrei 
The High Prieil then chuies eight of tl 
vourite wives of the deceafed to go and 
him in the other world. Being drefled in 
rich tit apparel^ and loaded with prov 
which they are to carry to the kte Kingj 
are condudled to the vault in which chi 
ihut up alive, and 'left there to peri{h 
their death is fpeedy, they being fbon cc 
*irkh€krtk. ' 

After the deajh of thde woiiich they 
ttife me», whoarc alfo to go and ferve th 
)[Cinj^, the number of whom' is iiot fix 
depending OA the will of the preftnt Mc 
ahd thie: High Prieil. As it is tM kno 
whom the lot will fall, his late Majefty 
lihetties' inide^oiir to'fly or hide dieih' 
and do not appear till foar or five day^ 
the cerebioity is over. They are then repi 
ed with hsLv'mg eaten the l^u^'s bread 
Jbe was liiAng^ and wlxk tetwVjw^ isi ' 
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b^r of favours from him, and yet wanu 

the gratitude to accompany him into the 
r world. To this they ufually reply, that 
thoughts of death are dreadful, and that 
^ of an age capable of enjoying the plea- 

of life, they could not think of quitting 
» foon. With fuch excufes they obtain 
on, and are entered into the fervice of the 
King, promiiing that if he happens to die, 

will be more faithful to him. 
mong all the officers or domedics of the 
I who muil infallibly follow him to the 
r world, his favourite is the principal, 

perfon who is honoured with this title has 
)articular ofHce in the palace; he is not 

permitted to enter it : when he has any 
ur to aik, he mull; addrefs himfelf to the 
!i Pricil, who makes known his requeils 
e Prince, who always grants them ifnme-» 
ily. He has a right to take out of tha 
cet whatever pleafes him. He is drefTed 
long robe with laree fleeves, and wears a 
;, it may be of white linen, filk or I/u/iaa 
, adorned with flowers ; and when he ap« 
s in public, holds a cane in his hand. He 
eated with great refped, and exempted 
. the payment of all taxes. He lives a 
>y life ; but it ends with that of the King ; 
lothipg can difpenfe with his accompany- 
lis malter into the other world, and he is 
irft who lofes his head, after the King's 
iirites are fmothered in the cave. Ml xIca. 
r men who were deftined to fevve ^^\^xfc 
s have alfo their heads cax oft, vtv^ ^^- 
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cording to the High Prieirs order, their 
are laid down, or placed ihcing, wid 
Jieada bcfide tbem, and buried about t\ 
of the King- 
When all the bodies are covered up 
raife above them a great heap of 
which terminates in a pyramid, ac the 
%vhich they place the arms which tbc Ki 
ECCuAonied to ufe, and furround them 
numbtr of Fetifties, or little earthen i 
that are the tutelar ddties to guard thet 
Thofe would be very much to blani 
fliould accufe the Negroes oiU'vydaJ^of 
no religion : they praftifc circumcifio 
this does not here feem to be a religiot 
for ihey know no better reafon for it, tj 
bein^ pradifed by their fatheri and 3 
fi.ihers, who learned it from their anc< 
and that they ought therefore ta folkv 
example. 

The mfjft fenfible men of H%j^a^ I 

confufed idea of the exi Hence, and m 

God ; whom they fuppofe tobein heave 

fay, that he rewards the good, and panJf! 

wicked, and that it is he who makes the tl 

roil in the flcy : but imagining that it wc 

prefumption in them to addrefs their pe 

to him, they have feveral inferior deitic 

befides the f etilTies, which the have it 

mon with the Negroes on the Gold Coal 

have four principal objects of religion 

fliTp ; the ferpent, which holds the firil 

rAe trees, which arc of the fecond claf 

i^--7, H'hjch is only in thud rai^k ^ B,\?ti 

fy^Ao is the god o£ counfris- 
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The worfiiip of the Terpen C is accounted far 
n the following manner : the people oiWhydah 
)ciug ready to give battle to the Xing ofjirdrah, 
2 neighbouring nation, a great Terpen t came from 
tbe enemy's army, to Turrender itTelf to that 
^£ WMah^ and appeared To gentle, that far 
Grom biting, it fawned upon every body ; which 
the High Priefl obferving, ventured to take it 
la his hands, and to hold it up on high, to fhevy 
it the whole army ; who being ailonifhed at 
the prodigy, proilrated themTelves before the 
harmlefs animal, and then fell upon the enemy 
with Tuch courage, that they gained a complete 
vidory. This the Toldiers attributed to the 
ierpent. They carried it away with them, 
bulc a houfe Tor it, brought it proviTions, and 
in a little time the new god eclipTed all the 
others, even the Fctilhes, which were the iirll, 
and tbe mod ancient gods of the country ; and 
its worfliip cncreaTed in proportion to the ima-. 
ginarv favours thev TuppoTed they had received 
train it : thus it did not long remain in the firit 
hottTe they had built Tor it ; they ercdled a more 
fumptuous one^ with many courts, and Tpacious 
lodgings. They appointed it a High Prieft, and 
an entire order of Marabouts to krve it. But 
this was not all, they dedicated to it the mod 
beautiful womea^ and that it might never want 
iervants, chofe new ones every year. 

Jt is remarkable that the mod Tenfible Ne- 
groes, very gravely aflcrt, that the Terpent tkcy 
now worlhip is really that which came to their 
ancedors, and gave them the ce\AiiaXft^>i\^Xx3x>^ 
that Jcltvered tliem from t\ie o^^TtSvou^ ^^ "^^ 
Vag of jfrd'-af-. The poftetiw Q^ x}kvs ^^t^^^^ 
Vol. XV II. ' F ^"^^ 
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have miiiltiplied extremeljr, and hare not 4e* 
genettted from the ^;oed qttfdttiiss of their fti 
dier. Tlhey do no ijiijfBaf' tH Bm Mdj.; kH 
fafler the people to jflaoe diem in ttdr' b^ 
fomsy to pot them^aboiit thdr Bed(it.:aMt 
into their beds* The onfy idqitmcttt.tlirif 
fliew is againft the Tenofliotts fa^^estit ^'^lm( 
they always endearoitr.todeSroyi MHt.tw 
is no danger of the people's miflakjagon^ Ar 
die other. Thefe laft are all blacky Miyt-m 
iemUe vipers ; thejr are fpnr jrirds loq^ ui 
an inch and a half in <^iain^r; battiifMifO^ 
ficent ferpentis not conunonlx above fievte tHh 
and a half in length, bat it ii of t^e thidat# 
of a man's leg. It hkw t iaige roand h^iib; 
and a pobtedtail. ' Its ftin is verf bemtiAfc 
it being of a whidflt colgnr^ marked i^ •waves 
very agreablv with yellow, bloeand br6wlK 

The people efteem themfelves happ^ vvMl 
oneofutefjbhonoars their houfe with its pre- 
ience : they give it a bed, and if it be a fe* 
male with young, they make her a little hoofc^ 
to which flie retires to . bring them forth, and 
when (he or her young virant food, they fetch 
it them till they are big enough to take' ctm 
of themfelves. The peifon that ftonld kS 
one of them would £nm?r a cruel death. . 

Every body knows that ferpents or fnakiei 
multiply extremely, and that they live for a 
long time : one would therefore imagine, that 
the earth would be covered with them ; but 
the black ferpents give them no quarter, and 
withoift reipeft to their divinity, kill and eat 
t/iesp : tlfs twint do the twae, ^ccid this dimi- 
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nifhes their number; but it always coils the 
life of thofe animals when they are caught in 
the fad ; nothing can hinder a hog from bet- 
ing immediately put to death ; the people have 
no reibed to thofe to whom they belong ; for 
thougn they are the King's they are killed on 
the ^ot, and their flefh belongs to thoie who 
llaugbter them. 

The ferpent of Wbydah^ from which all the 
others of the fame fpecies are faid to be de- 
fcended is worfhipped in his houfe or temple, 
upon every occafion : therefore the offerings 
and iacrifices made to him are not confined to 
bulls and rams, to loaves of bread, fruit, or a few 
gold rings. The High Priefl often prefcribes a 
conAderable quantity of valuable merchandize, 
barrels of bougies *, powder, brandy, heca* 
tombs of bulls, fheep, fowl, and fometimes 
even human facrifices are offered to his honour. 
All this depends on the fancy and avarice of 
the Prieft. 

The Marabouts or Priefts of the grand fcr-^ 
pent are of one family, of which the High 
Prieft, who is one of the grandees, is the chief. 
All the other Marabouts receive his orders, and 
pay obedience to him. But befides the men 
and women of this family a number of girls are 
confecrated to the ferpent, which procures them 
nniverial refpeft, and cpnfers upon them many 

• Thcie are the fame with the llielU called 
cowries, vulgarly termed blackmoor's teeth, which 
are brought from the Maldicva xiX-xtA^^ ;ks^<i^^^ 
coaft of Guhua pafs for fmaW mouc^ . 
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extraordinary privileges, one of which is 3 
right to tyrannize over their hufbandf, whc^ 
they can find a man fuch a fool as to marry out 
cf them, , 

Bi:t to proceed to the other dcjties : Agir^A 
or [he god of counfcl*, laconrDltcd by thepceJ 
p!e before they undertake any thing. Th^ 
god is ii paltry iittle idol of black earth, whid 
rather refembles t miftiapen monder than am 
thing elfe* It is re pre fen ted featcd or crouch* 
ing on a kind of pedellal of red earth, en whid 
there is a piece of red cloth, adorned \s\m 
cowries^ and he has about his neck a fcarld 
band, 10 which hang four cowries. His hew! 
h crowned with lizards, ferpents and red (ea* 
thers. Thfs idol is placed on a table in tht 
High PrietVs houfe, with three callabafhcs h^ 
fore him, in which are fifteen or twenty balfc 
of earth, Thofe who would confult him, *iJ- 
drcfs themfelves to a Marabout, tell him tht 
fubjeft that brought iliem thftber, give hini 
the ofi<?niig defigned for the god, and thi 
price of confulcing him, after which the qacf 
lion is determined by throwing the balls froifl 
one callabafli into another a certain number ol 
times when if there be an odd number in each, 
the Kflarabout boldly pronounces that the om* 
cie has declared in his favour, and the maa 
may undertake the afi;:ir on which he has con- 
fulted the god. 

When the fea is agftatcd in ah iextraordinar] 

manner, fo that merchandise can neither bn 

embarked, nor brought alKorc» iVit^jxonfultthi 

jFfIgh PrieA, and by hjs a4vici fesirife^^W 



9^ G U r N K A. y, 

er « flicep on the bank of the fei, fufferinj^ the 
Mood to run into the watrri and throw a gold 
ring into the wavis, as far an they are able. 
The ring and blood are loft ; hut the body of 
the facrificcd bead belongs to the Prfcft, who 
caafca it to be carried to his houfe. 

It coils lefs to render the trees favourable, 
ft is commonly the ficlc that have recourfe to 
theniy who make them an offering of millet, 
maixe or rice, which the Marnbnut places at 
the foot of the tree to which the Tick man pays 
his devotions. 

C H A P. V. 

/# n9tcifi Dt/criftioi9 rf Oh KingtUm $/ Ardrah. 
911 tht S/iive (Joitji 9/ Guinea ; ^w'tif thi 
Cnjhmt wij Matmrn if' thi Inhubilanh*^ 

Kingdom of Ardrah^ is but of finall 
extent on cond, where the Kin|;dom^ 
o(^Hy*ydmf* and P§fn are taken out of it. It 
reaches on Iv 2j league* aJnng the fhore ; but 
within Innd it cxtcniiii from eaft tn well from 
ihc river /V//«i to that o{Btnint which is above 
100 leagues, and it reiiches flill farther from 
north to fouih. 

The manners, cuflums ind religion of thefe 
people are in fomc rcfpefls the fame as thofe of 
W'if/ifaiff except their not wordiipping the 

* Kxtinacd from thr S\tur dRlbts. 
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v.Hi^wfv^x the people Ikcrp; p^er up 

idea of another, 1^ and jmf 4$«ji4 
dimi X^tswy ffn^ir thi#;lift « 
7[;be,i,giWt Mar^tt^i iq 

fljly:;^^, Jatjihet .thi^y i»i^ito4ipiK>m:, 
tt 4i««i!pjfiti««ijblre« frw ;*€& misJ 

certahi black birds almoft like .thtfi 
i?«r£^. Wkh thefe the gardens oiF tl 

they are not treated with the lame re 
the ferpents of Wfydfk., . j t >. 

.Private perfbns naVc for their Fc^J 
«'ti«il£t^; bcheii a trde, a Obhe, a 
llf<k>d\^'<M- aA/ Other injkidihate'rQbfbmc 
they regard ^th a kind of re^'edt ; I 
have already obferved, offer no pi 
theiri> •.■"■• ■^" 

TKe -great 'Marabout has in ever 
^l|j houfe^tiT wWch= he invites by turns t 

of all HUe freemen, to learn (bnie reli| 
ercifes. They flay there five or ^x 
and are in{!ru£led by old women in \ 
linging' and dancing. They make th 
by bands, which fucce^d each other 
taight, in a hall appointed for that 
lind af^er having tied fmall irons and h\ 
to thdr legs and feet, in order that 
jnake the greater noife, they dane^ 
^viA ^ thcix force* Tbw dative 
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oping and performing ill tbe agitations and 
tions of the body that are moil fatiguing, 
I moft difficult to fupport. They accom- 
\y it with a fon^, mixed with cries and 
vling, performed m cadence, and continue 
% violent exercife till they faint away, when 
an inilant their old miilrefTes fubilitute ano- 
r let of fcholars in th^ room of thofe who 
out of breath, who begin the iame dance» 
(ame fong, and the fame cries, to the great 
torbance of the neighbourhood. 
The Sieur d'Elhee^ who was there in 1670, 
ferves, that in the great Marabout's houfe he 
f a figure made to reprefent the devil, which 
s of the fize of a child of four years of age, 
1 painted white ; and he averting that the 
^il was black, the Marabout gravely replied^ 
It he waa miftaken, for he was fure he was 
ry white, for he had feen and fpoke to him 
cral times. 

The above gentleman found at Ajffm fome 
sgroes who were Chriftians^ and came to iaflc 
n for chap lets of beads, and to aik if he 
>old not order ynafs to be iaid in Jiis apart- 
snt. It is probable that thefe Negroes had 
en baptized by the Portugueft while they 
rre eilabliihed in the kingdom. 
All the men of rank wear two ihort petti* 
ats of taffety or other filk, and have (ilk 
irfs in the form of (ho uldeiv- belts. Moft of 
em go with their heads and feet naked ; they 
ay, however, wear bonncu or \kdU« 'vcvdh. 
wfc/f, except in the King's ip%\iLCC. TV^ 
o of th€ cemmon rank art coveicidL Ctoxci ^^ 



"ffi jfDESCRrPTION 

girdle to the knees with a piece of fergt 
goes twice round them^ the endswr<ippir 
at the navel. The poor and thofe tvhi 
thdr living by tlicir Jaboiir, have only i 
piece of cotton cloth, or fome gra{s u 
their niidities« and have the held and ft 
ked. 

The women of rank have petticoats ^n< 
Jikc the men, and as they fcldom leav 
houfes, they common iy wear nothing o: 
heads and feet. The poor women havi 
cloths tied about their waiils» and have 
heads and feet always naked. 

The city of J^m^ the capital of the 
dom is fvirrounded by (Qur wnlls of earth 
are very high and thick. This earth isr» 
forms a fubftance as firm and even as f 
ihoogh it does not appear to be mixet 
lime. Each wall has a largo and deep 
not on the outfide but within it, andovei 
ditches ard wooden bridges. 

The palace when mr.d'Elbee was t 
*^is very large "and compofed of many 
coarts, entirely iWroanded with porticos, 
which were apartments, that had fmall 
4ours. In feme of thefe chambers the 
was covered with large Turky carpets, j 
others with mats . A iingle tt\^y chair y 
each room, and they were like wife furi 

• This liotihtry ha* been fince ravaged 
Kh^ of Dahomey^ who in i'724., made a co 
both of. U^bjdab and Ardto}^^ ^\\\c\v V?k% 'vi 
prodiwcdi ioBRt conCderabVe c^x^u^e^. 
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with ficreensy chefts, cabinets and porcelain 
bfooght from China. There was no glafs in 
the windows but only frames of white linen, 
and taffety curtains. The gardens were vtry 
ipacious, and confided of long viftai of thick 
trees, to afford a cool and ihady retreat. 

The King always eats alone, Und when he 
drinks an officer makes a fignal with two fmall 
rods of iron, in order that all who are within 
fight may torn away and not look at his Ma- 
jelly : for feeing him drink is thought a crime 
worthy of death. The very officer who pre- 
&nts the glafs is faid to torn his body and head» 
and to prcfcnt it backward. This they fay is 
done to prevent the effcfts of forcery at that 
moment. 

The King is always ferved on the knee, and 
this refpe6t is (hewn even to the provifions (tt 
OB his table. Thofe who happen to be in the 
way of the officers who carry them, proftrate 
themfelves with their faces to the earth, and 
dare not raife them up, till the dilhes are out 
of fight. 

The commerce of the ftate confifls only in 
flaves and provifions : thefe flaves are of feve- 
ral kinds ; fbme are prifoners of war, others 
are paid to the flate by the neighbouring king- 
doms, dependant on that of Ardrah, Some 
are condemned to be fold for flaves, for having' 
violated the laws of their country. Some are 
flaves by birth, as are the children of all flaves ; 
and there are others who not being able to oay 
their debts, arc fold for tV^ >aw«fex oS. wxx 
creators. Thofe whahate iHdbcMt^^«.^>swi^^ 



orders are inevitably condemned to fan 
and their wives acid kindred to a caj 
gree, become flaves to the King, w 
them to whom he pleafes. 

The common people can neither 
write t they therefore in buying and felli: 
ofe of cord I tied in knots, each of w 
a particLiW figmHcation. Thefc kno 
ufe among many of the Savages of 
But tlie great tinderAand the PartM^Mt/g 
which they read and write very welL 
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Ofihi Ksng^m nf Great Eenin, J 1} 
^ihe Ofj rf Benin and of tht KtTtg^s 

. miith the Reiigiajty Cujhmh ^^ M^im 
hihahitanU, 



ABOUT fifty milel eaft q^ An 
fituatcd the cape and river of 
other wife called Benin ^ from the kin 
Grtat B£itin On its banks. The connti 
iides of thi5 river, is very unhealth 
pelkred with mn Ike toes, which are very 
fojne to the Europeans, who have had 
in three villages up the ri^'^r- 

the mtivtis fcem very civil to eacl 
and at the fame time are prudent and 
ejpeciail^ in the management of the 
sjw^ys prciGiid^iig to be poorcit^aath^ 
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in order to efcape the rapacioas ]umds of 
r Governors. 

'he habit of the Negroes is neater ^nd more 
imental than that of the Negroes on the 
d Coafl. The rich wear a white callico or ' 
jn clothf about a yard long» and half a 
I broad* which fcrves them for drawers. 
T this they wear a finer white cotton drefs» 
ch is commonly i6 or zo yards long» this 
rrapp'd aboiit them ; over this is a fcarf, 
at a yard long» and two (pans broad, the 

of which is adorned with fringe or lace, 
thefe doaths they appear abroad; bat at 
le they wear a coarfe cloth about their waifls 
;ad of drawers ; and above all a great paint- 
cloth, of the manufadore of the country, 
ch they wear like a cloak. The meaner fort 
dreil in the fame manner, only the HuiF 
r wear is coarfer. 

'he wives of the great Lords wear fine cal- 
I cloths round their waifts, handfomly che- 
wed with feveral colours. The nppcr part 
:hc body is covered with a beautiful cloth 
at a yard long. Their necks are adorned 
li necklaces ofcoral, very agreeably difpof- 
their^arAs are drefled up with bright 
per, or iron bracelets ; as are alfo the le^s of 
e of them ; and their fingers are as tnick 
vded with copper rings as they can poffibiy 
;r them. The meaner fort differ from the 
[ only in the goodnefs of their cloaths. 
LImoft.all the children go naked \ xht. btv^^ 
they are ten or tv^elve years o\d,a'ftixivt ^^^ 
wriwtf difCQvtts their ttiattiwv ^ ^^ ^^^ 
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they wciT only li rings of coral twined about 
their middles, which are not fofi cleat to bide 
tbeit nudlcief . 

The men let their h^ir^row in its natural fornii 
except buckling it in two or three' places, in 
order to hang a great coral to it j but the wo- 
men's hair is arttuUy turned up into grear aad, 
fmall buckles, ^nd divided iit the crown of the 
head like a cock's comb inverted, by which 
means the rmall eurUarc placed in e;(ai5t order* 
Some divide their hair into twenty plaits an4 
curb. 

The King i» aa abfolutc Monarch, his w3J 
being a law. Next to him axe three great 
Lords, to whom all mutt addrefi thcmlelves 
who want to apply to his Majeily ; but as they 
are fure to inform him only of what they theni- 
felves pleafe, the whole adminiilraticn of ihe 
UTivemment tkpends on them. Next to thefc 
are the An dc Ru^ or ftreet Kmgs, fome of 
whom pre fide over the commonality, others 
over tlie ilaves ; fome over military affairs, and 
others over the affairs relating to the cuttle, 
and the frnits of the earth, ISc, 

From thefc Are de Rocs are chofen the \lce- 
roys and Governor 5 of the countries fubjefl to 
the King; who are recommended by the three 
lirreat Lords, and are refponfible to them. The 
King preftnrs each of them a ilrlng of coraU 
as a mark of iheir honour: but this llrin^ they 
are obliged to wear about their necks, without 
ever daring to put it oi" on any account wh^t^ 
ibevcr, and if they are fo unhappy as to lofeit, 
Qi ^sfdjeJH/ fuffer it to ^ SloVciv, tkcj ate cer- 
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tainly condemned to die. The King keeps 
thefe coralsy which are fadlitious, in his own 
poileflion ; and the counterfeiting, or having 
anv of them, without his grant, is punifhed 
with death. They are made of a fort of pale 
red earth or ft one, and are io well glazed, that 
they look like fpeckled marble. 

The King has a great revenue ^ for his ter-* 
•ritories are very large. He keeps his court in 
the city of Benin, whence the river and the 
whole kingdom derives its name. This city 
is of great extent, and the ftreets are very long 
and broad : and beiidcs are kept very clean and 
neat, every woman cleaning her own door. 
Formerly it was clofely built, and in a manner 
everilock'd with inhabitants, but half the houfes 
are now in ruins. Thofe that are dill Handing 
are large and tolerably handfome but are built 
with clay walls, there not being a done in the 
whole country as big as a man's fift. They 
are covered at the top with reeds, ilraw or leaves. 
Markets are kept every day in the ftreets, ei- 
ther of corn, cotton, elephant's teeth, or Eu- 
ropoan wares, but the inhabitants are all natives, 
foreigners being not permitted to live there. 

The palace which forms a principal part of 
the city, is built upon a large plain, and has 
no houfes joining to it. The firft place you 
come to is a very long gallery, (if it may be 
called by that name,) fuftained by 58 ftrong 
planks, about twelve feet high, inftead of pil- 
lars ; thefe are neither fawed nor plained ; but 
only hack'd out. On palfiog this gallery, you 
come to a mud wall that hu& iVitt^ ^^x^^^^^x ^^-^ 

Vol. XVIL G <5ft^^"-^ 
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<:orner one, and one in the middle ; this lafl 
adorned on the top with a wooden turret, abf 
60 or ^o feet high, ornamented on the top w 
a large copper fnake, well cift. Entering c 
of thefe g;ates, you come into 2 large fqtia 
almoft a quarter of a mile over, and encto 
by a low wall, at the oppofitc fide of wh 
you come to another kind of gallens wh 
has a gate at each end ; and paiing thrq'"< 
of thenij a third j;alkry appcari, difTeriag fr 
the former ocly in th-e planks which fupp 
it, thnt ha^c forne little refcmUlance to huu 
figures, btttwrctcheiily Vk^cij ^^d * Goi Jig 1 1 
a gate of this gallery jou enter another gi 
fquare^ and a Iburth ga liery, heycind whicl 
the Kind's (dwelling houfe, uherc is anot 
brarcn fnske» The f rft apartment is the Kir 
audience chamber, where he fits on an iv 
couch, under a canopy of hjrt^n filk ; ' 
r-oom is adorned with feven elephant'!^ te< 
made peffe^ly clean, and placed on ivory 
defL:ily. 

As to the religion of the inhabatant^ of Bt 
thty afcribe to God the attributes of omnij 
fence, oiunifcience, and invitbiliry, and 
thnt he governs all thing* by his providtn 
lut like the other Negroes on this coaft* t 
ofier up their petitions to thingis confecratcd 
thRt purpofe, as elephant's tctih, and the Ii; 
^nlI yet they think it abfurd to make any < 
poreal re pre fen tat J On of the Deity. They m 
d^iiiy offerings of a fewshoiled yams, tti' 
tvith oil, which they lay before their fubo 
•j^fi? dddcs ; and fotnetitnes tV.ey ^vl tl^ 
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but then the idol has only the blood ; becaufe 
they like the flefli themftlves. They are faid 
to obfervc a kind of fabbath every fifth day. 
en which the great facrifice cows, ilieep. ana 
goats, while the commonalty kill dogs, cats, 
and chickens ; and of whatever is killed large 
portions are diftributed to the nece{!i;t0B3, in 
order to enable them to celebrate this feftival. 
They have a great feaft in May, called the 
coral feall, which is the only time when the King 
appears publicly. On this occaiion, he comes 
magnificently drefTed to the fccond fquare of 
the palaqe, where he is feated under a fine ca- 
nopy, his \yives and great officers placing them- 
felves around him. Soon after they begin a- 
proceffion, and the King rifes in order to offer 
iacrifices, during which he is falut.d with 
the loud acclamations of the people. lu about 
a quarter .of »n hour the King returns to his 
place, where he flays abcut tv/o hours, in or- 
der to give the people time to perform their 
devotions ; which being done, he returns home» 
The remainder of the day is ipent in feailing, 
and the King caufes all forts of proviflons to be 
diflributed to all in common, and the great 
fellow his example : fo that on that day nothing 
is feen throughout the whole city, but all 
poflible marks of rejoicing. The reaibn of this 
feflival is unknown. 

One day in the year they have like wife an 
expenfive feflival in honour of their deceafed 
anceilors. 

The men marry as many v/ometv ^^ x>c\€vt 
clrcumJknccs will allow thesiv XoVi&t^% >i^^"i 
G z ^^^ 
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kare (carce any marriage ceremoaie 
cither rich or poor, except oaly, dis 
treat the bride's friends more fplend 
the others^ They are very jealous 
wiiret Dvith their own countrymen, 
gMXtr confidente in the Bunfema ; 
wfier die latter freely to converfe V(^ 
bot lio Negro n alio wed to come nea 
. men'f apartment. AU the. dif{emna 
the wives of ^the great and thofeof tli 
OMt, it» that the former are alp/ays fti 
ly dofe'; while thj? latter go evety wh 
Adnlteiy i» here, punilhed di^rent 
ctkt of the commonalty fttrpriz^s Ua 
the fa^ he may lawfully feize all the 
the paVamoiuv whidi he ma^ Imm^di 
ply fo Uf own ufe. While he puniflie: 
widi a cudgel ; and .then tarns ner pot 
to fcek her fortune. The rich ncven 
Mrt% the fame way ; but the women's \ 
to avoid the fcandal that might fall i 
family, reconcile the injured huiband 1 
him a good fum of money, to indue 
reftore her again to favour. But if th 
nors furprize a perfon debauching the 
they kill both on the fpot, and then t 
their dead bodies, that they may becoj 
to the wild beafts. 

If a woman bears two children at a 
is believed to be a good omen, and 1 
is immediately informed of it, who c 
7>ybJicjoy to be exprefTed by all forts c 
This is the cafe in all the termof\ts ' 
€Jr<:cpt at Jreio, where botVi Ati >n" 
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€tit twins are cruely facrified to a certain daemon 
which they fappofe inhabits a wood near the 
town. But if the man happens to have an ex- 
traordinary affe^HoQ for liis wife; he generally 
buys a female flave« and facrifices her in her 
ftead. At prefent the men, when" the time of 
tlicir wives delivery approaches, fend ihem to 
another jpkice were this inhuman cullom is not 
obferved. 

When the child is fev«n days old, the pa- 
rents make a fmaH feaft, imagining that the 
infant is paft its greateH danger ; and in order 
to prevent the evil fpirits doing it any mifchie^ 
they ibew afl the ways with provifions ready 
drelTed, in order to appeafe them. 

Eight or fourteen days after the birtK of their 
diildren both stales and females are circumcif- 
ed ; the forner are bereft of the prepuce^ and 
the latter of a -fiaaM part of the clitoris : be- 
Mcs they oiake itnail incifions all over the 
f)odies of the vnisnts, In a fort of regular man- 
ner, expreffin^ ibme figures; and notwitli- 
ftandingthe cradty of thus torturing the poor 
innocents, this cuftom is univcrfally obfervei 
among the inhabitants of Benin, 

If tKey faH ^ck they have immediately rc- 
couHe to the Prieft, who here, a& well as on 
Ae G«ld Coaft, afts the phyficiam If his re- 
mediet f>ro\'e inef!eAuaI, he has necourie to 
Gicrificesy and if the patient recorers Is much 
efteemed. But the Priefts are here generally 
poor, becaufe on common occafions e^^V^ t^^\ - 
(on offers his own facrifice, axvd ^w^oxtcv^ xS* 
irvjce of his id^s, without tc^WAXv^^^^^ft^ 

G 5 '^^^ 
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The cattle aiid protluflions o^ ch^ c 

ir*; much the fame as in tke pt&e^parts < 

tsi^f only tKe country conuiRs great ni 

gl elephants, and liotjs, as wdl o^ tyg^ 

When any pcjfon dies, thc^iofprc u ' 

and cleaned, ^d If a native of Mi^U b 

to die u a very tlilbnt place, the fcotiy; 

fetlly dried up over e gentle fire, and pj 

a coffin J whofe planks are cWe jaine^ 

gliie, 41^4 hiought the £rit Qpp^Y^u^ity. 

city, In oi:d^j: to be btiried- The iica: 

fcitions, wives and. flaves, go into si«] 

lor the- 4.eccared ; fomc fliavc xhjcir bea; 

thers half their Kead^* The piibHc mc 

commonly lalis fourEeen days. Their 

^^ttioiis ^ihI CI i?5 are accomtnpdated to th 

of fevprai mgfical iniirumenis ; svith la 

terinidiate Hops, ^ during which, they drii 

pl^tifuJl^, Wieu the funeral is ove 

porfon retires to his ownkoufe-^ and the 

relations, who continue jamourningj 

»aanner bewail the dead, durli^ fevei al i 

ThcK mufical inikujneuts. cHefly c<; 

large and fin all drums not vcfy differ e 

thofe of the Gold CoaJl ; they hav^ b( 

fort of iron belU on which they pi a 

K caltaba^cs hui^g round wich cowries^ th 

them inliead of caflagnet&;, ,aLl which t 

afford a very difagrc cable, Mid jarricg 

Befides the/e they have a kind. of harp, 

with ^^ or feven extended reeds, upoi 

th^y pl^y with much art ; at the fkmc tii 
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The natives here are not at all addi£led to 
gaming ; for they only play for diverjQon \ hat 
never for money. 

They divide the time into years, months, 
weeks, and days ; and reckon fourteen months 
in the year. 

. They are entirely ignorant of the art of war ; 
and it is with the greateft relu6:ance they are 
hrodght to face an enemy. Their weapons are 
i ibrt of hangers, fmall poniards, aflagays, bows 
^dpoifoned arrows. They have light fhielda 
made of fmall bamboos, b4t as they cannot 
war! o£ a forcible blow^ ^ey are of little fer- 

'They are well ikillcd in making feveral fort* 
of dyes, as green, blae, red, yellow and black. 
The blue they prepare from indigo; but the 
other colours they extradt from certain trees. 
They fpin cotton, and weave cotton cloths in 
fuch quantities, that many t ho ufand pieces are 
exported .^wtf^ year. Belides weaving, they 
have few mechanical arts ; their other workmen 
are moftly fmiths, carpcnter>i, and leather- 
dreffers; but their workmanihip is fo clumfy, 
that an ingenious boy who had been but a 
month or two learning in Europe would excel 
them ; tho' perhaps the matters themfelves 
might be unable to outdo them, had they only 
their tools. 

If poiTefled of wealth, the people live well ; 

their common diet being beef, mutton and 

chickens, with yams for \ireBi^% ^\v\0^ "aS.- 

tcr they have boiled they beat vtx^ ^ttfi^ vcv o^^ 

dcr to mnkc cakes of it. TVi^Y Ix^cvv^^'^^ 
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treat one another, and generoofly impart a ] 
tion of their fupcrflaity to the necciEtous. ' 
mcatjer fort content thcmfclvcs with fmo^ 
or dried fifti t their br^ad is alfo yams, 
nanas, and beans, and their drink water 
pardon wine, which is none of the heft. 

The King, and the great Lords, and e^ 
Governor, who is but indifferently rich, i 
Jilt feveral poor at tkeir residence ; emplo) 
thofe who are fit for any work, and charit; 
fupporting thofe incapable of khour witJ 
working ; fo thn there are here no be eg 
jior do we find any among them remarks 
poor. They Jliew their liberality by i 
tual prefents of all forrs of goods which t 
ftnd 10 each other; and Mkewife fhew tl 
hofpitality by giving the £tff&/team prodigi 
quantities of refreftting provifions. 







RAVELS 

Into the Inland Parts of 

AFRICA 

BY 

A N C I S M O O R E. 

C H A P. I. 

iv/^ €trri*v€s £U James' Fort^ in thi River 
cnbia, nvbici^ is de/cribed^ as is ai/o tbi 
lory 0/rTancrowalI, and fime other PLua 
he Continent. One of the Kings comet to the 
^ J particular JccoufU of the MiXTidui&ats^f 
African Portuguefe, JoIIoijSk, Phdeys* 
Floops, ivho are differetst Trihes that iM' • 
it the Countria juarthe JUiver Gambia. 

E FT England in Ju'fy 1730, on jny being, 
pointed a writer in the fervice of the 
African company, and ou tVic 9^^ ^^ K«- 
• csLtne to an anchor iu t\ic iRkO>^ oS ^^ 
r. As wc failed up tViat nsroic xi«3« ^^ 
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fharp, the' couiit^ .appeared vary beaittifuf,^ 
being for the moii part woody ; iu^d between, 
the woods. were plea/lint green rice ground?^ 
iwhkh afcer the rice is clUj are (locked with' 
cattle. On the 1 1 th we landed at yamei,% iiJaucl*' 
wluch i$ jlituated.in the midile of the rivtri* 
that is here u lead fevfn miles^ broad. Thiij 
iiland lies abowt tco leagues from the river'^ 
mouth, and is about three quarters of a milt 
in cirfujnfertMii^* IJpon ic is a iquare ftonf 
fort Tegtabrl)^ built, Tvitb fdur bailions ; mi J 
upon each are feven guns well mounted^ 
tiiat command ibe river all round; befidesg 
under the walls of the fort facing the fea, arf 
t\¥tJ round featt^rle^^ on ea^h of wKick are feof 
large cannon well mounted^ that c^rry ball ot^ 
2 jj. pounds weigh tj and be twee thefe are ami 
f^p^ glim ma^ifited fojf faliuet. . .As tbk foif 
is the chief fettkment of the Etiglip on the 
river Qambis^ thf fojtpvfing north view of it 
taken oq the fjpoti will npt be difagreeable tq 
the reader ; and here A \\ the fmith^a/hop ; 
B the foldiers barracks ; C baftions ; D a bell 3 
B apartments ; Fa tcrraciiwaik ; Ga fentry- 
box ; H a llifie-kiln ; I the rivler OamSia. 

Be fides the /on, there are federal faflorfei 
up the river, fettled* for the ctjnTcnicnce ol 
trade; but they are all mider i^tf d^rcOion ol 
the (^vernot and chief merchants of the fort. 
For this purpofe the company have here thrcf 
or four floopi of ahoiit 30 tons each, ^nd abouf 
the fame number of long-boats ; fome of whicS 
arecotillantly employed in fetching provifiom 
and wat?:r from tnc uiain for the ufe of the 

^' garrifon. 
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parrifon, and the reft are employed fn carry- 
ing goods up to the fadlories, and bringing 
from them flaves, elephants teeth, and wax. 

On my arrival I had a good apartfmeot 
jiven me near the compting-houfe. I dieted 
with the reft of the writers, at what was call- 
td the fecond table:; and we had frefh provi- 
fions in plenty, there being a beaft killed every 
other day; fowls were brought daily by the 
Datives to fell to the Governor, and he allowed 
■every perfon who did not care for beef, to 
have them at a very eafy rate. Our table, as 
well as that of the Governor's, was almoft 
^pry day fupplied with greens from the com- 
pany's garden at •Gillyfret, for which we paid 
notning. Flower we were well fupplied with 
hy the company, and having a baker on the 
ifland we had very good bread made us every 
day. Oyfters we had when we pleafed, for at 
•low water we could get them at the north^* 
aorth-weft point of the ifland. We had wine 
and brandy at a jnoderate price, and when 
the Governor had any quantity of beer, we had 
a pretty good (hare of it. In fhort, we wanted 
for nothing that was neceflary in regard to diet ; 
bat every one who come there ought to bring 
bedding, doaths and chefts. As foon as a 
peribn arrives, it is ufual to agree with foms 
woman at Gillyfree^ on the oppofite contin-nt, 
to wa(h their linen, which they do by the 
month, with good foaip of their own maiar.o-. 

On the i6th, Mr. John Hamilton, my Help- 
mate, was ordered up to manaye ^V ^>^ '- t 
at ^ancrowailf fettling thert cV."\.: "l.^ ^ 
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wax* This town is divided into two 
ooe for the Ftfriugae/r^ and the oiher f< 
MuTt^ng&ts, Tie former live m large 
boxifcs, the latter in round huts, madi 

.good fat binding clay^ which fbon haj 
thev are about twenty feet diameter, and 
eight feet high, Wixk a roof like thai 

■fceehive made dtherof ibaw or palmetto] 
fo woll fitted togetfacr* tliji^t the nb 
penetrate, liQrihe heat 6f the fun ftiike cli 
them . Tancrt^vaii is. the rej&dence dT a 
annually fent over from Si^^Jagf^^ one 
Cf7// iit ^f-r*^ lilandi, who Kas, ar'churcl; 
In which,' during the Prieft's.ftay^ mafs 1 
;il moil every day. Ilere M^^mafly of t 
ftendarits of the PGrt^tguefij ...Who fend i 
up the river to iradp pnccjor.twkc a yea 

.whiohmeafis. they .have macle chia town z 
of gre'it rclbrt, and the richcft m the 
river. . It is about half a mile in lengtl 
pleafantly filuatcd by the watcr-fi4c^ \ 
woody hill behind it.« 

A night or two after, I fuppeid upon < 
that grew upon trees : this being fomew! 
marlMi>le, it may he thought worthy 
explanation, Pown the river where the 
is (alt, and near the fea, the river is be 
with trees called mangroves, whofe lea^ 
ing long and heavy, weigh the boughs ii 

' water : to thefe leaves the young oyfters 
in great quanties, where they grow til 
are very large, and then you cannop f« 
them from the tree ; but arc obliged to 



hi^VtOAtf f^ith theo/fien hanging on them,' 
tftqUmg ropes of onions, 
rOtftfe 36Ui» Iwent'to St.jZ>0;nr^^ onrche 
Mnrlattdy' which- was the nrft time of n^y 
ilid&g WMm the continent of Jfrkm. I vi£kr 
Biffitkoa oc. Domnige to GiUjifreei which is about 
kinlle a^ a half, all the way through grafs 
MMor nine feet high. By the way we uw a 
Mii number of lizards* fome of which have 
^iib •«& yellow as gold. St. Damt^ lies on 
te aorth fide, of the river, dire^ oopofite to 
SMi^ ifland, and coafifts only or a few )t>nnd 
Bitft'behuiging to the company, in which fbme 
li^. thdr call<|-flave8 live, who cut wood for the 
alb of the .f<ut, take caiie of a well, and fill 
tikxuSkt didly bvought over from the fort for 
ihat'ipurppfe. 

/.Oi the 2xd ofFtinuayt one of the Klines of 
JbfliAscame .to the^rt, and on his landing, 
^pis fttated with five guns. He came to fee 
db Governor, or rather to aik for fome pow4er 
and ball, in order to enable him tp defend him- 
filf ateaiiift fome people with whom he was at 
jnapslke was a young man, very black, tall, 
Iplil Well fetj was drened in a {Hur of ihort, 
wSloW, cotton-cloth breeches, and wore on his 
ladc a garment of the iame cloth, made like 
^liiii^ce : ' he had on his head a very large 

3^^ ,to which was &ftcned part of a goat's 
i which is a -cuftomary ornament with the 
ggK^men of this ' river ; but he had no fKoes 
nor Bockings. He and his retinue came in 
k b>^ canoe holding about 16 people,. all 
airiNM 'with guns lind cntlaffts. yIisSd^ "^vsv 
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came two or ttiree women, and the fame nan 
ber of Mundingo drums, which are ^bout aya 
long^ and h foot, or twenty inches diamel 
at tlie top, bat kfli at the bottom ; made 9 
of a fohd piece of wood^ and covered oalj 
the w id eft end wi;h the ikin of a kid* Th' 
beat upon ihem with the Jeft haod, uiing 00 
one drum-itkk; and the women will dan 
very brilkly to the found. Thty itaid at t 
fort all night, and then returned liQme:j havij 
nine guns £red at their gojug offl 

It may be here proper to obferve, that t\m 
are many di:fferent kingdoms on the banks 
the Gamiidt inhabited by feveral races of pc 
pie, as Musding^ts, JpMdffsy Pkakji^, Floo^ 
and Porikguf/e. The moil numerous art^ calli 
Munding^ei^ as is likewife the country they t 
habit : ihefe arc generally of a black coioi 
and well fet* When this country waa ce 
que red by the Poriugueje about tike year 141 
fome of that nation let tied in it, who have o 
habited with thefe Mundingoti^ tiO tbey are no 
very near as black as they ; but as they Hill r 
tain a fort of baftard Portugue/e language call* 
Criff^y and as they chriften and marry by t] 
belp of a Pneft annualJy fent ihither from i 
Jago^ one of the Cape de V£rd iilands, tb 
iiill elteem themfelves P^rtuguefs CkriJHansj 
much as if they weic a&ualJy natives of Powi 
galy and nQ thing angers them more than 
call them Negroes, that being a term ihcy u 
on]y for fiaves. 

On the north (Ide of the rtver GamhU^ ai 
from thence in- land, are a people called J^iii^ii 

wkc 
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H^tiofe coantiy extends even to the river Senegat. 
Thefe people ste muck blacker, and hand- 
fimier tnan the MumlingMs ; for the]r have not 
die broad nofes and thick lips peculiar to the 
MtmKng9ei and Floops. 

In every kingdom and country on each fide 
of the river are people of a tawny colour, call- 
ed PhokyU who refemble the Arabs^ whoie 
haeuage mod of them fpeak ; for it is taught 
in Sieir fchools, and the iCoran, which is alfb 
iiitir law, is in that language. They are more 
generally learned in the Arabic^ than the peo« 
pie of EuYbpe are in Latin ; for they can moil 
of diehi fpeak it, though they hate a vulgar 
tongue cMt^PboUy. iHiey live in hoards or 
dans, build towns, and are not. fubjed to any 
of the Kings of the country, tho' they live in 
their territories ; for if they are ufed ill in one 
nadon, they break iip their towns, and remove 
tD another. They have chiefs of their own, 
who rule with Ihch moderation, that every a£t 
tf goven^ndetit feems rather an a6i of the peo-» 
pie than of one Inan. This totm of govern- 
ment is eafily adminifired, becaille the people 
are of ^ ^ood and <|uiet difpofition, and 10 well 
infh'u^led in what is juft and right, that a man 
who does ill, is the abomination of all. 

In thefe countries the natives are not avari- 
dons of lands ; they defire no more than what 
they ufe ; and as they do hot plough with 
hoHes br tattle, they tail ufb but very little, 
HenCe the kings are willing to allow the Pbo" 
Uys to cultivate the knd, and Uv« In ^<iax ^^- 
Maiohs. They plant tolxacco tear ^Xisax Vo^^^^% 
Ha ^^ 



and all round their towns they plant 
beyond that are their corn fields^ of w] 
jaife the four kind^ ufually produced 
this country ; that is, maize* or Indi 
rice, and the Jargeri and IcHer Gtdftea 
Camhm H no wheats barley, rycy i 
any other Eampe^n grain ; but they ha 
^f pulfe between the kidney -bean 
and alfo potatoes and yams* The Im 
they fet in holes, about four feet di^la 
each other J fo that it grows up like b 
Jhoots about eight or ten feet high, 
"canes, with the ears growing out of ; 
The rice, which is efteemed their 
food, they fet in rills, as we do peafe % 
in wet grounds, and the ears refemblt 
oats. The largeft Gmnen corn is roi 
about the fize of the fmallcfl: peafe : 
it as we do wheat and barley : it j 
nine or ten feet high, upon a fmali r 
the grain is in a large tuft at the to 
lefTer Guhea corn, called by the Portugi 
faroke, is fowed by hand, and fhoo 
fame height, on a large reed, on t) 
which the corn grows on a head like a 
the grain is very fmall, and like can 
only larger. 

The natives make no bread, but 
liquids with the flour of the diiFerei 
The maize they moftly ufe when greei 
ing it in the ear, when it eats like gre 
Their rice they boil in the fame man 
praAifed by the Turks ; and make floi 
Cuihsea corn and manfaroke^ as they a 
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times do of the twoibnner fpecies, by beating 
it in wooden mortars. The natives never bake 
cakes or bread for themfelves, but thofe of 
their women who live among the Europtans 
learn to do both. 

The Pholtys are the greateft planters in the 
coimtry, though they are ftrangers in it. They 
are very induflrious and frugal, and raife much 
more corn and cotton than they confume, which 
they fell at reafonable' rates, and are fo re- 
markable for their hofpitality, that the na- 
tives efteem it a blefline to have a Pholey town 
in their neighbourhood: befides, their beha- 
viour has gained them fuch reputation, that it 
is elleemed infamous for any one to treat them 
in an inhofpitable manner. Though their hu- 
manity extends to all, they are doubly kind to 
people of their own race ; and if they know of 
any one of their body being made a flave, all 
the Pholtys will unite to redeem him. As they 
have plenty of food, they never fufFer any of 
their own people to want ; but fupport the old, 
the blind and the lame, equally with the others. 
They are feldom angry, and 1 never heard them 
abafe each other ; yet this mildnefs does not 
proceed from want of courage ; for they are as 
brave as any people of Africa^ and are very 
expert in the ufe of their arms, which are the 
ailagay, fhort cutia^es, bows and arrows, and 
even guns upon occaiion. They commonly 
iettle near fome MuttMngo tovjii \ ^tx^ \)^v^^ 
/awce any one of note, cfpcdaW^ xi^ ^^ Yvs«t> 
that has not a Phcky town tvear \t. 'tV^i ^^ 
?/'iV^ Ma/j'omctans \ and fcarce\^ «i2K1 '^^ ^' 
H 3 
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will drink brandy, or a Ay thing ilrohger tli 

fu^r and water* 

They breed cattle, aftd art very dextera 
at mfiEi aging them, to thac ikitMumiitfgoss !ei 
theirs to their care. The whole herd bebn 
ing to a town feed all th^ d^y in the fa vandal 
and afterihc crop U off, in the rice -ground 
They have a place wuhout each town for t 
catde» in the middle of which they ra^ife a fta 
about eight feet hig^ from the ground j a 
eight or ten feet wide ; td this is a ladder, a 
over it a roof thatch^ with the fides all opt 
Round thkllage they fix a number offtakes, a 
every mghc the cattle are brought up, and et 
beaft tied to a feparate (take, with a Urd 
rope made of the barks of trees. The ce 
are then Tnilked, and four or fivie men f 
lipon the ftage all night with their arms, 
guard them from the lion* and other wild bea 
Their houfcs arc built in a very regular mt 
ner, and placed at a ditlance from each oth 
to avoicl fire. The folldwiAg is a drAttght t 
j^^c/i)^tovh[i^ with their cotton and cattle groui 
and filoft of their towns atte built k this m 

Thev ire fflccwife great hafttfn^ttj and 
only kill lions, tyg^s, and 6thtr wild b^al 
but often go 20 or 30 ih i. coftipahy to h 
elephants, whofe teeth they fell, and wh 
flelh theyimoke-dry aiifd «at, keeping it (b 
ral ai!6nths together. The elephiants, they i 
generally go t>ne or twd hliiidred ih a dro 
«i)|d do great mifchref by pnlling up the tr 
l^y die roots, isd ttamplinjg 4QWa the co! 
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id ^fHf«ht ^ich, tke nati^t^s when diey have 
My ftffjpidota of their odmittg, make fites all 
h>and thdlr corn to keep them out. 

The Pifokys are aimoft the ohly peo)>le wh6 
inake bntte)*, and of whom cattle can be pur- 
chafed at fome diflance up the river. They 
krt very particular in their drefs, and never 
wear any doaths but fuch as are of white cot* 
ton» which they make themfelves. They are 
always very clean, efpecially the women, who 
keep their houfes exceeding fweet. However, 
In fome things they are fuperiHtious, in parti- 
tvAzT if theyknow any body boils the new milk 
bought of them, they will not on any con(idera>» 
tion, fell that perfon any more, becaufe they 
4ky, that boilmg the milk makes the cows 
diy. 

Qn the fouth fide of the river, oppofite 
yams' fbtt, in the empire of Foniaf and but a 
iitde way inland, are a fort of people called 
Fiaops, who are in a manner wild : they border 
on the MundingoeSf who are bitter enemies to 
them. Their country is of vaft extent, 
but they have no King : each of their towns is 
fortified with a double row of flakes drove all 
tbuhd them, and filled up with clay : but 
thongh they are independent of each other, 
und under the government of no one chief; they 
unite fb firmly, that all the force of the Mun" 
tUhgois cannot get the better of them. 

The molk general language ufed in thefe 
countries 19 the Mtmdingo; and if you can 
fpeak it, you may travel from the river's mouth 
up to the country of the Jmicoes^ or the met- 
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chants^ a people (o called » from their ajinuatl^ 
buying a great number of flavts there, aiu 
bringing them down to the lower parts of du 
river, to Tdl them to the Surofeam; thougii. 
believe their country can not be lefs than ii^ 
weeks journey from Jmms^ fort, 

The ncct language mollly ufed here iscalkf 
tile Cre^k Ferttt^uf/h though I believe it woul^ 
be fcarce underilood at LiJ&sji ^ it is, howeveff 
fooner learnt by Engitjhntenj than any othta 
language \xkA on the banks of this river, aac 
is always fpoken by the linguiJls or interpre- 
ters ; and thefe t^vo I learnt whilft in tht 
river. 

The Jrahic is not only fpoken by the PhoJ^^s 
but by moft of the Mahometans in the river 
though they ure Munefingoes ; and it is obfervedj 
that thofe who can write that language are not 
only very ftrift at their devotions three or foui 
times a day; but are fo remarkably foberanc 
abflemious in their manner of living, that the] 
would rather die than drink flrong liquors, anc 
rather fa ft, than eat any thing that is not killed 
by one of their own way of thinking. Al 
the Mundingoes pay them great veneration, anc 
if any of them are ill, they, apply to one ol 
thefe Mahojmtans for a cure; not by inwani 
potions ; but only by a note wrote on a fmalj 
piece of paper, to wear about them, imagiQ- 
ing, that while they carry a paper wrote by i 
holy man, no ill can happen to them, or con- 
tinue long with them ; but the worft of it is, 
they pay a great price for thefe papers ; by 
wJjj'ch meaji& the Mahnmitans. tcmiSLor\N ^^ti 
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Bujherinesy are generally richer, and enjoy 
greater plenty than moftof the other MuncfiHgoes. 
BeJGdes the above languages, there are others 
peculiar to every Kingdom ; fuch is that of the 
FloofSf the Banyoonsy the joUoiffs^ and Bumr 
iroftgs; the latter is ufed very high up the 
river in the merchant^ country. 

CHAP, II. 

J Defcriftton of Gillyfree. Job, Son to the High 
Prieft of&Mn^ofoidfor a Slave, Vintain and 
Joar defcribed, ivith the Manners of the Inha- 
bitants, The King of Barfally*/ Beha<viour at 
the FaQory of Joar. The Author being appoint- 
ed a Fahory fails up the Ri^ver^ and gives a 
Defcripiion of the Tonvns on its Banks, ui great 
Inundation of the Gambia, 'which occajions the 
Fort of Yamyamacunda being rebuilt. 

ON the 4th of April I went to Gillyfree, 
which is a laree town, a little below 
James* fort, inhabited by Portuguefe, Mundin- 
goes and fome Mahometans, who have here a 
pretty little mofque. The Englijb company 
have a faftory here plcafantly fituated, facing 
the fort, and alfo, as I have already obferved, 
fome gardens that fupply the fort with greens 
and fruit. The country round the town affords 
£ne fhooting, and were it not too faud^^ ix. 
Would he pleafant walking. Hwft ^x^ \g:«*x 
w/nhers of plantain and banana- titt^ \ ^>aaN^%^ 
range and lime-trees ; and amoi^^ X^«i ^^^^' 
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ire many pelicans* which are as l^gc as ■ 
foofe, and much of the fame colour : they 
have a very long billj and under it is a very 
large bag. They lite upon fifli^ and therefore 
arc commonly near the rivers*. 

A native here took me to his houfe, and flicw- 
ed me a great numbeir of arrows, daubed over |si 
with a black mixture, faid to be fo venomoa5, 
that if the arrow did but draw blood it would 
be mortal, unlets the perfon who maJe the 
mixture had a tnlnd to cure it ; for the man 
obferved, that there were no poiibnous herbs, 
whofe effects might not be prevented by the ap^ 
plication of other herbs. 

On the nth, came down the river a vefTel 

commanded by Captain Pyht a feparate trader, 

from Jmr^ loaded with Aaves, among whom 

was a perfon of an elegant figure, named Jisi 

Ben SolomsTit who was of the Fho/ey race, and 

fon to the High Priefl: of Eundoy in Futita, a 

place about ten days journey from Giliyfra. 

This perfon was travdlmg on the fouth fide of 

XhtQamlnay with a fervant^ and about twenty 

or thirty head of cattle, which induced the 

King of a country a little within the land to 

feize not only the cattle, but Job and his man, 

both of whom he fold fopflaves to Captain Pyke, 

The Pholeysyhis humane counti7men,woald have 

redeemed him ; but they h^d the mortification to 

find that he was carried out of the river before 

they had notice of his being a flave, and Cabt. 

Pyke failed with him to Maryland. Job^ who 

was a perfon of extraordinary abilities, and 

dMnzuilhed merit, was titit fo \xiv\v«l^^>} ^^V^ 
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i reafon to expcdt ; but his adventures will 
hereafter related, when I ihall have occa- 
n to mention his return tQ this country *. 
On the 4th of June two J(klUiffs came to 
me$^ iiland to fell cotton cloths : thefe they 
ike very fine« and in large quantities : their 
Kes are generelly 27 yards long; but are 
yer above nine inches broad; but they few 
em neatly together to make them fervc 
r broader clo£s. They clean the cotton 
>xn the feed by hand, and then fpin it with 
(pindle and diftaff, after which they weave it 
th a ihuttle and loom of very coarfe work* 
uiQiip. In order to drefs themfelves with 
8(e cloths, they make them into pairs, one 
out three yards long, and a yard and a half 
ide, to cover their ihoulders and body ; the 
her almoft of the fame width, and but two 
irds longi to cover them from the waiil down- 
ards. This pair of cloths is the cloathing of 
ther a man or woman, the only difference 
ting in the manner of wearing them. I have 
en a pair of thefe cloths fo fine, and of fo 
ightadye, as to be worth i /. loj. flerling. 
lieir colours are either blue or yellow, fome 
rry lively : the firft is dyed v^ith indigo, and 
le other with the bark of trees. 
On the a9th, the Governor and I fet out for 
'flv/«/ff, where we arrived in three hours^ 
i09gh it lies about fix leagues from James* 
)rt. Some part of the way is up a river of 
le fame name. The town belongs to one of 
If Kings of Foniay and is pleafantly fix^aa^fi^ 
* See the beginning of CVi^?* ^^^« 
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on the fide of a hill clofe to tKe river. It is 
inhabited both by Partuguefi and Mahemitiotit 
the latter of whom have a handfome mofqnfc. 
It is noted for plenty of provifions, great 
quantities of which are brought by the /Vpe/j, 
who border on it; and the company have a 
fmall fa£lory there to buy bees- wax : above 
the town is fine graf^, and fome trees, that 
render its fituation very picafatit. I 

On our coming to the town, the Alcaldq 
and all the principal inhabitants came to wel- 
come us, and foon after came the Prince, in 
* whofe dominions the town is fituated. The 
cotnmon people were drefTed with a cloth round 
theij" waifts that rt^achcd to their knees, and 
another cloth over their right fhoolder ; for the 
men have commonly one Ihoulder bare, which 
the women have not j the cl oaths of the latter 
generally reach as low as the fmall of their 
legs. They are very proud of their hair ;.^me 
wear it in tufts and bunches, others cut it in 
crofts, and other5 again ilring coral or beads 
upon it. The men have commonly caps of cot- 
ton cloth, fome plain, and fome adorned with 
feathers and goats tails. The women generally 
wear .handkerchiefs tied round their heads, 
leaving the crown bare, and for want of a 
handkerchief, they nfe a flip of blue or white 
cotton cloth ; a great many of them, efpecially 
up the river, wear on the crown of the head a 
good number of fmall horfe- bells. 

Their towns co^fiil of a number of huts built 
promifcuoufly together; each hut is generally 
fourteen or fifteen yards in circumference, built 
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with clay, and covered with long grafs, or 
palmetto leaves. They generally keep their" 
Maies very clean ; but the (linking fi(h, and 
other things they keep in them, prevent their 
heing very fweet. 

■ Tlie inhabitants are not very carious in their 
famitore ; for the moft that any of them have 
is a finall cheft for cloaths, a matt raifed upon 
pofts from the ground, to lie on ; a jar to hold 
water, acallabafhto drink it with ; two or three 
wooden mortars, in which they pound their 
com and lice ; a bafket which they ufe as a 
fieve, and two or three large callabafhes, out 
of which they eat with their hands inftead of 
^>oons. They are not very careful of laying 

• vpftore again fl a time of fcarcity; but chufe 
- lather to fell what they can, as upon occafion 

• ihcy can faft two or three days without eating ; 
bnt theri thev are always fmoaking tobacco, 
which is of tneir own growth. The boll of 
Aeir pipes is neatly made of a reddifh coloured 
day ; but the ftems are only a piece of a reed 
or a fmali flick bored through with a hot iron 
wire, and fome of them are fix feet long. 
After they have boared, they poli(h them with 
rough leaver till they are very fmooth, white 
and handfome. They faflen the boll and 

• ftem together with a piece of red leather, and 
ibmetjmes have a fine leather taifel hanging to 
the middle of the pipe. The merchants who 
travel mu^h, carry with them pipes of fo large 
a fize, that the bolls of fome of them hold no 
kfs^hanhalf a pint. 

Vol. XVIL I ^v^^^ 
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But to proceed : t)ie C^yernor e^pcflin^ 1» ■ 

s||ic oiv Mkk i^tk.^^^Sgn^ ^ 7i^<^^ to I«ifa 
|}^ luLt^re lof 4uB 4^<u J^^^r is fuu^ted k 
ia the jungdom of BarJkBf about three miles 
frcin A large town ca(lcd ffE^ojc/^r, in a £neiii* 
vannaht furrounded vfitk yifc^^s th^t liarbonr 
>vitd beail3, which yoi| nm hear howling apd 
roaring every night* It ^ ^input two miks fnpr 
the Gitmhia^ and inli«bj|t|4 ^y ^ f^vv i'^. 

one belonging to i\i^^xa^j^f Bi^r/uilj^ and 
£w^//^ fa^ory 1 buf the tjfifo M take up 
much ground as all th^B^th^s, About a n 
from iC u a ledge of Kijgh^d ^^^^y hills cov 
ed With trees, whica^^ natives fay, run 
hiuidr€4 leagues np the cpoatry. In the fun 
mer it 11 pleafaat wa}kiiM^ on t^t^^^ hills ^. 
but the wild beafts being £]ven thither in the 
rainy feafon, by t)ie low giround being covered 
with water» one cannot walk there without 
danger. In that feaibny the frogs, of which 
there are vail nunfibers^ much larger than thofe 
of England^ make in the nfght, as much noifc 
as a pack of houndsi and ^^t a gqod diiwPk 
the found is not very unlike it. Abpuf dw 
aboye favannah are plenty of deer, bu^Hs^ 
wild hogs» par^dges^ geefe» ducks, and ^iimIjA 
which are very good eatbg, and jidnairod I9 
the natives themfeives. It is remarkaUc thai 
the partridges here have fometimes two lanjf 
fpars on one leg. There is here a rem^kable 
bird, of about the iize of a pigeop, whu^ 
comes abroad at dufk, and has four wings. 



\ tfre ftlfo €ilm^leoh8» and greit namberk 
!0diles» which the natives kill and eat ; 
Ittiirt both thtitt ind their eggs, whi'^h I 
eqaeildy feeH thein eat, when they had 
bnl^s in.th^tn As long as my finger. This 
df their niceft dilhes. 
Ift I was here, I faw iln oftrich, with a 
ling ttpoh its back^ who was going down 
fort ; It being a prelent to the Gover- 
tDA one of our fadors, who bought it 

i after my arrital at Yoary the King of 
ly came thither, attended by three of hii 
rs, above loo horfemen, and as many foot, 
a* he hiad a houfe of his own in the town» 
I on lying at the fadory. Mr. RobtrtSt 
'otrifiHi who were factors, and I were all 
^gUfi thehe. The Kin? immediately took 
on of Mu Robirfi^t bed, and then hav- 
ank brandy till he was drunk, ordered 
\ii$&ts to ht held, while h^ himfelf took 

Ms pocket the keys of the flore-houfe* 
"hkh he and fev^ral of his ptople Went, 
ok what ther pleaftd : he (baixhed chief* 

brandy; ot which thM hapened to be 
\t anchor ; he took that and having drank 

Wab dieUd drunk, was put to bed. This 
r lafhxl him three days ; and it was no 
' ^Inpty, than he went all over the houfe 
k for more. At \tSt he entered a rootai, 
fich Mr. Hatrifon lay iick, and feeing there 
: that contained fix gallons and a halC> 
idonged to hiiii and mt, lit ot^wc^>^^ * 
^ togtt ottt t>f bied itthd o]5itti\t %\k^>Vo«- 
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^ever, toH him with great gravity, ihrnt th; 
,was nothing in it but fome of the Compaa 
ipapcrs ; and that it moil not be opened* I 
^ihe King wa^ too well acquainted with liq 
*cafcs to be fo eaiily deceived; and there! 
©rdered fome of his men to hold Mr. Harr 
in bed, while he bimfelf took the key oiii 
his breeches pocket., He then opened thech 
took out all the liquor, ard was not fober vA 
it la Red : hut he often fent for Mr. Harr^ 
and me to drink ivith him. At length it hd 
all drank^ he talked of going home, on wh 
his people J and even his chief minifl^rs, « 
were his General, and the keeper of his ftor 
smufed themfcU^fs with taking whatever tl 
liked, and had the aflurance to open ct 
chefls and boxes, this we could not help», 
what refiftance could three men make agai 
200 ? What they took amounted to 2ol« A 
ling. 

Sometimes the King would ride abroad, i 
take mod of his attendants with him : butw) 
he was gone we were plagued with the co 
pany of two of his brothers, who were, if p 
£ble, worfc than his Majefty. Once dur 
his abfence Boc?ney Haman Btnda^ one of tb 
Princes, laid hold of a mug of water, and p 
tending to drink, took a mouthful, and U 
fetting the mug on the table, fpurted thewa 
in my face. Upon which coniidering tha 
I fuffered fuch infolence to pafs unrefented; 
would render me liable to be continually inl 
ted, I took the remainder of the water, \ 
threw it into his breeches. Upon tbi$ be. pa] 
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•lit his knife, and endeavoured to dab me, bu^ 
was prevented by his favourite attendant, who 
Iield his arm, and foon after reprefented to him 
the unhandfome manner in which he had treated 
9ie> and the provocation I had received to wet 
Um. This made him fo afhamed, that coming 
lip to me, he laid himfelf down on the floor 
without his garment, took my foot, and placed 
it on his neck, and there lay till I deiired him 
to rife : after which, no man appeared more my 
fiiend> nor fhewcd greater willingnefs to oblige 
aic. ^ 

This King, as well as all his attendants, are of 
the Mahometan religion, notwithilanding theit 
being fuch drunkards, and this monfter, when 
lie is fbber, even prays. He drefTes like moil 
f^the other Kings of this country, in a garment 
Kke a furplice, that comes no lower than his 
knees. He has a pair of breeches of the fame 
tat of cloth, about feven yards wide gathered 
round bis waifl ; he wears a pair of flippers, 
bat no dockings. His head is covered with a 
finall white cotton cap, and he commonly wears 
a pair of gold ear-rings. His people, as* well 
as himfelf always wear white cloaths and white 
caps, and as they are exceeding black, this 
diefs makes them look very welh 

This tyrant is tail, and fo paflionate that when 
any of his men affront him, he makes no fcru- 
pie of fhooting them ; and fbmetimes when he 
Mes aboard a company's floop at Cohone^ where 
he nfaally refides, he inhumanly fhews his dex- 
terity by fhooting at the canoes that pafs by, 
freqaently killing one or two men in a day. 
I 3 ^^ 
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He hill many wives, but r^ever brings 3M 
two or three abroad at a time with him, f 
mong his brothers, there are feme to whoil 
fcldom fp^aks, or permits to conte into his cc 
pany ; and when they obtain this favour, iJ 
pull off their caps and garments and thr 
duft upon their heads, as all except white a 
do, who come into the King's prefencc. 

The dominions of this Prince are very e^i 
five J and divided mto feveral provinces^ i 
which he appoints govemori, called BotM 1 
who annually come to pay him homage :1 
tho' they have an aim oft unlimited power, tl 
are beloved, as well as feared by the peoj 
At length the King and his guards to 
great joy, left the fadory, in order to rttah 
Cohone; but they firll flript Mr. Robms*i^ 
ber, and took away his cloaths ahd bM 
which laft they offered to fell to a Mahtim 
Prieft ; bat he being a friend to Mr. Rt^ 
told them, he believed they were bboki 
which he kept the account of his good^, ; 
that to take them aw^y would iheVitftbiy \ 
him : upon which they gavt him leavt to 
turn them. 

Howeyer five months after thft King 
Bar/ally paid us another vifit, and ftayli^ 
bout a wc6k, during which he behaved hi 
in the fame manner as before, he and his 
tendaht^ again left u^ ; b\it fome of theUt 
broke open my bureati, and took out thingsr 
confiderable value, and the fame fate atteb 
Mr. Roberts : befidcs which they took i g 
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' In ^t interval which pafled between thefe 
two VifitS) I hAd been made fafloi-, and had re- 
ceived orders tb take charge of the faflory of 
^ft$at: but f was unwilling to accept of this 
Mict^ as that fadloi-y ¥r^n Kable to fo many in- 
folts fVoim a droAken monarch, void of every 

ehdple of iaftice, and deftitate of the feel- 
r 6f hanliantty : I therefore took an inventory 
of the gctods the company had there, in Janu- 
kry \f\^% and taking a lettek' to the Govenor 
from Mr^ RbSerttf taiy coUeagme, returned to 
fdmks* Fort. 

hi' Mdtcb I rttamed to my fadtory : but Mr. 
^fh Hamktfh b^ing fent up the river to fettle 
H ndtory at FatM^n^ I was permitted to ac- 
company him, add accordingly on th^ 9th of ^- 
frUsH^ left ^^rr, aAd proceMed in a floop up 
tive Gtunhid. The next day wis arrived at Ya^ 
Hitkdn^Vi #hich is the pleafahteit ttoirt in the 
fwlvole river, the croantry being delightfully 
(haded With palih and palmetto trees. iTh^ 
tt>tti^iiy have hel^e a fmall houfe, ^ith a black 
hfyfiits to purchife torn fbr the ufe of the fort. 

Flronl th^ce #e proceeded Vd CaJJan a fmall 
town on the noftk fide of the rivi&r, in an a- 
tfteeable (ittlatioii, abottt a Miuflcet fhot from 
^ water fide, and IfbrtiBed With ^ wa^l of clay 
Tapported by ftakes, with holes left for ihuf- 
tetsv sAid watch towers at proper didances. 

Fr6KM Xlklfan wt fleered up to Duhocun^a^ 
which lies on the foath fide of the river, and 
it divided into two parts, Or dillin^ towns s 
one of which is fortified with a Wall made bi( 
ft vail numhcs of palmeuo \x^c% ^^^^X^"^^ 
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ground^ aDd cUy hid in between, fo that It is 
liule inferior to a brick walJ. The other tows 
is only cncompaiTed by a fence of canes, fofm* 
ed like hurdles, and fastened by a number of 
{takes, in which manner mofl of the tovtm 
on the Gamifiut and even the faflories are 
furrounded. The people live m the open 
to^^n, in time of peace ; bat when they are 
at war, and find it in danger of beittg at* 
tacked by an enemy, they ihut themfelrei 
up in chat which is more Arongly fortified. 

On our leaving this town we proceeded ttp 
the river feveral days, and at length reach<4 
7'miiyamacunda^ where 1 flayed while Mr. H^ffmt- 
/Gfi proceeded up toFstatenda. When I had been 
there fome dine I took horfe and rode to the 
Port of Ba^^ in my way to Nad^tiy^ whete 
we had a Pifrtugtiefe fervant who was fettled 
there, in order tO trade for the company ; the 
rcnfon of my going thither was to infpett into 
his behaviour, and examine his accounts. 

The port of ^^ is in the Kingdom of T§~ 
tfm^ijj on the fouth fide of the nver Gambim^ 
AW the way to it is very woody. 1 lay at 
night in one of the huts of the natives, and 
the next morning leaving my horfe tberCt 
crofTed the river in a fmall canoe, and walked 
to Nackiuay^ which is almoft feven miles. H^ 
the way led through woods, and the other 
through a fine large favannah, without an/ 
trees, except a few fcattered at a diflance from 
each other ; and in the rainy fcafon it is £C^ 
fterally under water* 
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On my arrival at Nacknuay^ the natives wel- 
comed me with the mufic of the balafeu^ which, 
ail about a hundred yards diftance founds fome- 
thing like a fmall organ. It is compofed of 
about twenty pipes of verv hard wood finely 
poHflied ; which diminifh oy little and little, 
tK>th in length and breadth, and are tied to- 

Sther by tiiongs of very fine leather. Thefe 
D»gs are twilled about fmall round wands, 
pot between the pipes to keep them at a dif- 
tance^ and underneath the pipes are faftened 
twelve or fourteen callabalhes of different fizes. 
Tbis inflrument they play upon with two 
flicksy covered with a thm fk!m taken from the 
triwk of the palmetto tree, or with fine leather, 
to aiake the found lefs harfh. Both men and 
women dance to this mufic, which they much 
admire, and are highly delighted to have a 
wJ^te man dance with them. 

Having finifhed my bufinefs here, I returned 
to Tam^amacunday and having continued there a- 
boot three months proceeded llill farther up 
^e river to Fatatenda. The Gambia is there as 
wide as the Thames at London-Bridge^ and feemed 
yitr^ deep ; but what is moft extraordinary, the 
tide in the dry feafon rifes three or four feet, 
though that place is 600 miles from the ri- 
ver's mouth. The land on both fides of the 
riyer is covered with woods ; the fouth fide is 
low ; but thefadory is fituated on a high and 
lleep rock on the north fide, and has a fine 
profpefl of the courfe of the river feveral miles 
up and down, and on the. oppofite fide you 
way fee^rcat part of the kingdom oC Cantwtt 
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bat I was every night dti!iirbed by th 
acd roztnng of the wild bealls. 

Having ftaid there a few days, I tl 

gmug; to Niuhway along the north Jit 

river, but could noc^ the creeks bein 

out that u was ttnpoiBble to paTs thcui 

lore croiTed the river Gambui i and w 

fouih fide* That day I rode Qvtj tl 

hill I ever faw in my lifr^ it bdo| 

con tinned rock of iron ftonej and y. 

of trees. About fun-fet 1 got to Ba^ 

having crollcd the river, walked t< 

by moonlight, and the next morning i 

Ttufmj^^tmacun^a^ which 1 believe to 

miles by land from Fat^tt^dm* The r 

now fallen, the women flocked to it^ 

exceeding bufy in catching fmall hih J 

This h done in a ba&et like a hs 

putting a little bidi of pafte at the 

I It ; hording it a ihort time tinder y 

disn inifi&g it gently, they bring o 

«Bd ky theih bn a clean fpot of 

tiry ; after which they pound them ir 

raortak* to a pafte, then inake them 

of about three pounds each, and 

them all the yeai- round. A fmall i 

them goes a great way : diey do not 

by themfelves, but mix them with ri 

and this food I have feveral times < 



} good appetite. 
I At the latter end of Oaobety tl 

I vrhich had been exceffive hot, beg; 

i cool and pleafant. The mornings 

I ings were vtry foggy, and the w( 
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bofy in catting their rice, which is here their 
own property ; for after they have fet by a fuf- 
fident quantity for their family ufe» they fell 
die remainder and take the money themfelves, 
die baibands not interfering. They obferve the 
fame cuftom with refped to fowls which they 
lireed in great numbers when they £nd they 
can difpofe of them. 

About this time I fhot a green fnake two 
yards long» though it was not above three 
uiches in circumference. Thefe fnaket 
ate not at all venemous ; but there are fuch 
npmbers of others that are fo, that the natives 
iUdom go out without a medicine to apply in 
ofe they are bitten. They are very much af- 
fhdd of the black fnakes, which I have feen 
diree yards long, and at thick as the fmall of 
my leg. They fay among the venemous 
fnakes there are fome with a comb on their 
beads, like a cock, and thefe they pofitively 
affirm crow like one. There are alfo plenty of 
guanas, a very ugly creature, that has fome 
reiemblance to an allegator. They are about 
a yard long, and are eat both by the natives 
and fome Europeans as a great dainty. 

On the 2oth of No'vimber in the evening was 
a total eclipfe of the moon» and the Mundin^ 
gets told me, the darknefs was occaiioned by 
a cat's putting her paw between the moon and 
the earth. The Mahometans in this country 
were finding and dancing the whole time, be- 
canfe they expedl their Prophet to come \Xi an 
eclipfe. 

On the 4th of Siftmier, 1733, the Gambia 
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rofe fo Wgh, that it entered tlie inclofure tkti 
rarroiinded the fa£lor)f houfe, and was of fplit 
cane ten feet high, flrengthened by lon^ flakes. 
This was towards the end of the rainy reifon : 
the next day finding the houfe furtounded, f 
employed all the fcrvanta to build me a hat in 
the middle otthetownof Ttwiya^xatunda^ whici 
wa5 the highefl fpot of ground in that neigb^ 
bourhood : the walls of the factory being bcilt 
only of a binding day, which began to crack, 
I made all the difpatch I could, and the Ibl- 
lowing day removed the company's eifb£U to 
my new hnt in the town ; I now thought it 
advifeable to leave the factory, there being 
frogs, toads, fnakes, and fiHi continually com- 
ing into i:, and about midnight fome of the 
w*tlls fell ; but the roof ftill Itood. For tha 
ten following days we daily faw vaft numben 
of floating iflands come down the river, fojne 
of them 3o or 25 yards long, with Jtumps of 
trees, and fomeumcs many fmall trees growing 
on Lhem; with the birds hopping on the bough** 
The roots being thick and interwoven one 
within another and failened with earth, made 
the iflands iioat : they being only parts of 
woods torn away by the force of the floods. 
All the neighbouring valleys were under wi* 
tcr ; the rice grounds were almoft fpoilcd by 
being long covered with it : canoes went from 
place to place over the very roads which in the 
dry feafoii the natii^es travel on foot, and pro- 
viiions were fo fcarce that I was fometimes tttu 
days without a pc^fTibility of getting any, for 
wanl of canoes, without which 1 was unable ca 
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mtf yards from my Km ; and the natiVeii 
iney that they had not had fach ah innn-- 
I'ior eight years paft. . However, none of 
»mpany's effir^'7 were either loft or da- 
il; nor was the company purto anychar^ 
fjli^r repairing the ' faaory^hoofey which 
lomfiderable. On the. 20th the water "be^ 
c» fall apace» and a week after 1 removed 
dl the company's goods to the fa^ry ; 
tiwas ib muob damaged, that we were 
liter obliffed' to rebaild it. 
Hang pittmed upon a.rifipg |;roiind' about 
ids diftant from the iiver, -f marked out 
re for the houfe 40 feet fc^aare. The be$ 

bi\ upright poifts; and ndge polei being 
roves, they were brobght from below Joart 
sfe. the frame ofitbehoufe was bdilt, the 
preceding abodt fbor feet, in order to fe« 
lie walls from wet'. Wef next began to 

the walls of day, which the Nogroes 
yidi their feet^ and tempered extremely 
hat it might nojt crack. The walls were 
laid a foot and a half thick, and oaJe foot 

all round the houfe, ahd then left to'dry, 
ey were hard enoup;h. to bear a iecoiAi 
; thus they were raifed foot by foot, till 
vere ten feet high, leaving one foot dif- 
Jbetween them and the roof for 2dr. At 
me time we made .tl^ partition walls of 
>f the fame thicknef^ working the clay 
up: to the doorsaod window fi'ames ; and 
/ards we formed a .porch, at the door ; for 
tives fay, that they hare. a right to a porch 
try fa£h>ry,, tt> afford them accefs and 
L, XVII. K . Ihejter, 
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ihflterj Having covered the roof with a kiii4 
of thick tniti made of ftraw^ we floored di? 
Itore-houfe with clay hard rammed. Thus w« 
fiftifhed our houfc, in which we had a large haJlr 
three {Irong itore-hoixftts, and two It^dging- 
looms, witboux any iron work» trowels^ fquaresv 
or carpenter's rules, with fcarcely any expeiic* 
to the company 9 for h was done by th^r fer- 
vants, without any other help but one man wha 
wa^ hired to lay and fmooth the clay. Yet th^ 
in fide was not only convenient and free A'Om 
vermin^ but very clean, and had a cool look^ 
for the clay is hard, clofc, imooth, and take* 
whice-vvafh very welL 

On the outfide of the houfe were two fliady 
bifhelo trees, and a piece of ground contaimii| 
about an acre, which we indofed with a fence 
ten feet high made of fplit cane, wove lite 
hurdles. Within this fence, at proper diftances 
from the ladlory, we bulit four houfes after tb« 
MuftdingQ falhion, one for a kitchen, one for 1 
flit houfe, another for a Horc-houfe for cori)) 
and the other for the lodging of the compaay*! 
black fcrvants. The ground between we ofcd 
for a garden, and fome part of it, for fowls and 
other Iloclc. 

Speaking of the poultry reminds me of iKe 
Guitrea fowl, which are of a dark colour, with 
white fpots, and fome blue and red about the 
head. Thefe are generally thought ta be the 
tame fowl of J/rica ; but that is a miftake; 
for they are as wild as the pheafahts in EugloMJ^ 
only much more plentiful. The only tame 
foi^J of this country are o( iVi^ (iam^ dun^hiU 
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reed as thofc in Europe^ and the natives have 
;reat plenty of them; but here are no turkeys, 
ataic geefe, or ducks. 

^B ^^B SB SP ^sm s» tni ^St tnk ss Jn tn% t n% ar t q3 ™i» *^^^ 

CHAP. ni. 

■» 

Tbt JHfiofy of Job Ben Solomon. An Account 
rf tht Climate and Country on the Banks of the 
Gambia ; the Cuftoms ana Manners of the In* 
haiitmsts^, and the Nature of their Trade. 

I STAYED at the new feaory houfe I 
had caufed to be. built 2X Tamyamacundaf 
the 5th of Majy 1^34 ; and was employed 
ill the company's fervice in different parts of 
the river dll the 13th of Jufy following, when 
I was defired to come down to James^ Fort, 
wlune I was on the 8 th of Augufty when the 
Bobbin fnow arrived, with four writers, and 
J A Bkn Solomon^ on board. We have already 
llientioaed his being robbed and carried 
t6 Joar^ where he was fold to Captain Pyke^ 
by whom he was carried to Maryland, Job 
waa diere fold to a planter, with whom he 
had lived about a twelve month, in all which 
time he had the happinefs not be ilruck by his 
maher, and had then the good fortune to liave 
a letter of his own writing in the Arabic tongue, 
conveyed to England. This letter coming to 
the hand of Mr. Oglethorpe he fent it to Oxford 
to be traAilated^ which bm^ ^oti^, \x. ^^^ 
K z ^^^ 
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him fuch famfatlioTi, and inrpired him with fo- 
good ail opinion of the Author, that he m* 
mediately feat orders to have hira bought of ilii 
KjalUr. This happened a Utdc before that 
geDtiemac's fitting out for Georgia , and bcibie 
his return from thence, J^oi^ arrived in Engl&nii 
where being brought to the acquaintance of 
Sir Hans SUam, he Was found to be a perfect 
mailer of the Arahk tongue, by his tranflatiag 
fevcral manufcripts and infcription^ on medals. 
That learned Antiquary recommended him to 
the Duke of Mnntaguty who being pleafed with 
his genius and capadtyj the agrccablenefs of his 
behaviour, and the fweetnefs of his temper, in- 
troduced him to court, where he was gracioafly 
received by the Royal Family and moft of the 
nobility, who honoured kim with many marks 
of favour* The Jfrican Company and the 
chief Merchants of the city ft rove who fhould 
oftcneft invite him to their tables. His good fenftf 
engaged their eiteem, he freely difcourfed on 
evtry fubjedl, and attended the churches of 
the raoft celebrated divines. When he had 
been in EngLnd about fourteen months, hia 
ardent defire to fte hia native country made him 
prefs for his departure. He had wrote froni 
Eugiand to the High Pneft hb father, and ear* 
neilly longed to fee him. Upon his fetdng out 
from Btiglanii^ he received many noble prcfenE5 
from f Jueen Cmdhe, Prince Wfiltam*^ the Duke 
of M^ntagiigf and the Earl of PemSrtikrj. ieveral 
Ladies of quality^ Mr. Hoidettj and the Royal 

* "^o"*^ Duke oE ComberLaTHJf, 
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African Company,' and the J alter ordered aU 
their Agents to ftiew him the greateft refpeft. 
On his arrival at James* Fort, Job deiired 
that I would fend a meflenger to his country to 
let his friends know where he was. I fpoke 
to one of the blacks whom we ufually employed, 
to procure me a mefTenger, and he brought me 
a Fhwley^ who not only knew the High Prieft 
his &ther, but Job himfelf, and expre&d great 
joy at feeing him fafely returned from flavery, 
he being the only man, except one, ever known 
to come back to his country, after beine once 
carried a flave out of it by white men. j3i gave 
him the meflage himfelf, and defired that his 
&ther would not come down to him, obferving 
that it was too far for him to travel ; and that 
it was fit the young fhould go to the old, and 
not for the old to come to the young. He alfo 
fent fome prefents to his wiv^s, and defired the 
inan to bring his little one, who was his beft 
beloved, down with him. 

Job having a mind to go up to Joar^ to talk 
with fome of his countrymen, went along with 
me. We arrived at the creek of Damqfen/a^ 
and having fome old acquaintances at the town 
of that name. Job and I went in the yawl : 
In the way going up a narrow place for about 
half a mile, we iaw feveral monkeys of a beau- 
dfal blue and red, which the natives told me 
never fet their feet on the ground, but live en- 
:irely among the tree-, leaping from one to a* 
lother, at fuch great diftances, as vjovAd. ^d.^- 
aear improbable to any but an ev^ Vv\xk^^^« 

K 3 ^^ 
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In die evenbg as my friend J^ aticbf MB 
fitting nnder a great treeat Dmmfitiffli^ ifctte 
^tame fix or feven of ^the very ocqpic #lio. Am 
years bdbre, had robbed and ttadem.fflam^ 
Uniy it afaoot thirty miles dilbuice fronk^' Alt 
jphKe. J^b^ tfao' natnnlly poAeied <sX m.^ 
even temper, cbold not omtain himielf cvto 
ingthe^i; hewasfilled with rage andintei- 
tioni kod ivas for attadunB them with hihrfMl 
/word and ptftoli, which & always toofe wtti 
have abent him. I had masA ado to dWail 
'him from mfliing npon them^; biit«t l€aig^f» 
^Mvfehtihg the iH coi|4^uenoea dmt wo3ia» 
fidlibftr attend fo rafli an adion, ami* the i» 

foiffibmt]^ that either of us ihould efcape aHf^ 
mada-him lay afide the attempt, and pcKifld^ 
ed him to fit down, and pretending not toJoiov 
them, to aflt them queftions about homfttf; 
which he accordingly did, and they toid Us 
the trnth. ^t laft he enquired how ths Kiaf 
their mailer did ; they replied that hs- wii 
dead, and by farther enquiry we fonnd that i 
amon^il: the goods for. which he foldj^ts 
Captam l^h there was a piflol, which die Khf 
nfcd commonly to wear flung by a firing about 
his neck ; and as they never carry arms widi- 
out their being loaded, the piftol one day acd- 
dently went off, and the balls lodging in U» 
tbroiat, heprefently died. JoB was ib traaf- 
ported at the clofe of this ftory, that he imme- 
diately fell on his knees, and returned thanks 
to Mahomet for making him die by the veiy 
goods for which he Cold him into flavery. Thci 
turning tome, hccikd, ** \oNx^^Tvti^^V&* 
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" Mocre, that God Almighty was difpleafed at 
f* this man's making me a ilave, and there- 
•* fore made him die by the very piftol for 
<< which he fold me : yet I onght to forgive 
** him, becaufe had not I been fold, I fhould 
•« neither have known any thing of the En^- 
'* Isjlf tongue, nor have had any of the fine, 
^ ulefal and valuable things, 1 have brought 
** with me ; nor have known that there is fuch 
•« a place in the world as England; nor fuch 
<< noDle, gopd, and generous people as Queen 
•« Caroline^ Prince William^ the Duke oi Mon- 
" gue, the Earl of Pembroke, Mr. Holden, Mr, 
«• Ogletborpey and the Royal Jfrican Com- 
«< pany." 

After this J^ went frequently whh me to 
CfiwiTf and feveral other places about the coun- 
tty. He always fpoke very handfomcly of the 
£nglijhy and what he faid removed much of 
that horror the Pholeft felt for the ftate of 
flavery amongft them ; for they before generally 
imagined, that all who were fold for flaves, 
were at leaft murdered, if not eaten, iince none 
ever returned. His defcriptions alfo gave them 
an high opinion of the power of England, and 
a veneration for the Englifl?, who tradra amongft 
them. He fold fome of the prefents he brought 
with him for trading goods, ^ith which he 
bought a woman ilave, and two horfes, which 
he defigned to take with him to Bundo, He 
gave his countrymen a good deal of writing 
paper, a very» valuable commodity amongS 
them, and the company Kad.m-&^t mm -^ ^'v^* 
fent of fevend rcstm. He ufe^ U^wwtw'^'i v^ 
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pray, and he behaved with grt^at a inability and 
mildnefs to 2II, which leadered him excremelf 
popular. 

Themeflen^er notreturningfo foon as was te- 
pefied, Ja^ deAred to go down to yumis* Fort, 
to take cure of his goods, and I pro mi fed net 
only to fend him word when the meiTengff 
came back* but to fend other mefrengers, foe 
fear the ArA (hould have mifcarried. 

At kngth the meflengcr lerurned with (^^t^ 
ral letters J aad advice "that 7**^'^ fnther wai 
*iead ; but had lived to receive the letters hii 
ion had fen £ him from Efiglatid, which gave him 
the welcome news of his being redeemed from 
i1;ivery, and an account of the figure he made 
in Englattd. That one oiy^b^^ wives was mar- 
rit:d to another man; but that as foon as the new 
hu/band had heard of his return, he thought it 
advifable toabfcond; and that fince Joh^st ab- 
fcnce from his native coantryj there ha.d been 
fuch a dreadful war, that the Pi^okyi there had 
not one cow left, though before J&h^^ departure 
his countrymen were famed for their numerous 
heads. With this mcfTenger came many of 
J/o^'s old friends whom he was exceeding glad 
to (ee ; but notwithllanding the joy their pre- 
fence gave him, he Died abundance of tears for 
the lofs of his father, and the misfortunes 
of his country. He forgave his wife, and the 
man who had tal^en her ; " For Mr Moore^idAd, 
" fhe, could not help thinking I was dead ; for 
"■ I was gone to a land from whence no PJ!?oIiy 
" ^r^i-yef returned ;therefoTttie\^\« (Keener 
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four days he converfed with his friends without 
any interraption except to fleep or eat. 

As I have brought this account almoll to the 
time of my leaving this country, it will be ne- 
ceflary to give a more particular defcription of it, 
with refpe^ to the climate, the general cuftoms 
of the natives, and the trade carried on there. 

As the mouth of the Gambia lies in the lati-^ 
tude of I3<>. 20' north, and in 15®. 20' weft lon- 
gitude there is no wonder that the climate is 
exceffive hot, but the greateft heats are general- 
ly about the latter end of May, a fortnight or 
three weeks before the rainy feafon begins. 
The fun is perpendicular twice in the year, 
and the days are never longer from fun-rifing 
to fun-fet than thirteen hours, nor ever (horter 
than eleven. What at firft feemed to me ftrange, 
was that as foon as it grew light, the fun arofe, 
and it no fooner fet &an it grew dark. 

The rainy ieafon commonly begins with the 
month of June, and continues till the latter end 
of Septenier^ or the beginning of OSober. 
The wind '^ comes 6rft, and blows exceffive 
hard, for the fpace of half an hour or more, 
before any rain falls, fo that a veffel may be 
fuddenly farprized aiid overfet by it : a perfbn 
may however perceive the figns of its coming ; 
for the clouds grow very black, and the light- 
enings darting from them, have an awful ap- 
pearance : both the thunder and the lightening 
are exceeding dreadful, the flafhes fucceeding 
each other fo fwiftly, as to render it continually 
light, while the thunder at the fame time (Kake^ 
the very ground. During t\ie iiixk. ^^ wK^ 
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generally pretty cooli bat the ihower 
Iboner over than the fun bn?aks out ex 
hot, which induces fome people to caA oJ 
^loaths, and tje down to Heep i but befoi 
are awake, another tornado perhaps < 
Hfhen the cold ilrikes into their very bom 
gives them fits of illnefs, which to the j 
( ^is arc very fataL During the rainy 
the ica breezes feldom blow, but in It 
them, eaftcrly winds, which in the mon 
> jVW/Jw^r, Decemher^ Janvaty^ and Fehrut 
iierally bJow very frefli, and fometimei 
venings and mornings are exceeding col 
ihe middle of the day very hot. 

Four months in the year are unhea 
and very tedious to thofe who come f 
colder climate ; but a perpetual fprii 
which you commonly fee ripe fruit ani 
foms on the fame tree, makes fome ame 
that inconvenience. BeHdes the heat 
air is frequently moderated by pleafaht i 
freihing breezes. 

The Gambia is of fuch a length as to 
vigable for iloops aboye 600 miles, tl: 
reaching fo far from its mouth. The l 
each fide of this great and fine river is 
moft part flat and woody about a quart 
mile beyond its banks, and within tha 
are pleafant open grounds, on which 1 
tives plant rice, and in t^e dry feafbn i 
the cattle for pailure. Thus within lai 
generally very woody ; but near the 
there is always a large C]pot of ground 
for com . N ear tVic fca, iio \vi\\& ^\^ xa 
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bat high up the river are lofty mountains. 
Tkefe are chiefly compofed of iroii ftone, and 
though they are fometimes little elfe but a con- 
tinued hard rock, they are full of trees, and 
^erve greatly to beautify the face of the country. 
. In every Kingdom there are feveral perfons 
called Lords of the foil, who have the property 
of all the palm and palmetto trees,fo that none are 
allowed to draw any wine from them, without 
their knowledge and confent. Thofe who obtain 
leave to draw wine, give two days produce in a 
week, to t^e the Lord of the foil ; ajid whito 
men are olniged to make a fmall preient to them» 
before they cut palmetto leaves, or grafs, to 
cover their houfes. 

The palm is a fine (trait tree that grows to a pro- 
digious height, and out of it the natives extrad 
a fort of white liquor like whey, called palm 
wine ; by making an incifion on the top of the 
trunk, to which they apply gourd bottles, and 
into thefe the liquor runs by means of a pipe 
made of leaves. This wine is very pleafant at 
foon as it is drawn, it being extraordinary 
fweet ; but is apt to purge very much : howe- 
ver, in a day or two it ferments, and grows 
rough and ilrong like Rbenijb wine ; when not 
being at all prejudicial to the health, it is 
plentifully drank by the Negroes. It is y^ry 
surprizing to fee how nimbly the natives will 
go up thefe trees, which are fometimes ftxty, 
seventy, or a hundred feet high, and the bark 
fmooth. They have nothing to help them to ' 
climb, but a peice of the bark o^ a. vc^t tw^^^ 
round like a boop^ witk w\ac\i x)ci«^ e.wOvo'v^ 
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themfelvc^ and the tree^ thirn tiding ic undef 
their arms they fet theit feet again ft the zrtst 
and ihcu backi againil the hoop, and go an 
\ery faH; : but {bmctimei they mtfs their Ibot* 
jngi or the bark on which they refl breaks or 
comes tiuticd^ wh&n falling down, they loic 
their lives. 

The ciboa or palmetto tree refemble? tht 
palm and grows to a great height : the kaK^j 
which grow on the top, are ufed in covering 
Jiouies, and the natives extra^l wine out of the 
pa)metto» in the fame manner as out of the 
palm. It i:i not quite fo fweet af the paltii 
wine ; buttafks not unlike it. 

The people here, as in all other hot coun- 
trlesp marry their daughters very young ; men 
forne are contracted as foon as they are born, 
and the parents can never after break the 
match ; but it is in the power of the man tyivxr 
to come and claim his vvlfcj and yet without 
bis confent fhe cannot marry another* Befora 
a. man takes liis wife, he is obliged to pay her 
parents two cows» two iron bar^* and leo 
cobj a fruit that grows a great way withio 
landi itis an exceedii^g g3od bitter, and much 
refembles a horfe-chefnut with the fkin oif- 

When a man ukcs home bis wife, he makes 
a feaJl at his own hoiife, to which all who 
pleafe come without the form of an invita- 
tion. The bride is brought thither upon men's 
Ihoulders* with a veil over her face, which ihe 
keeps on till ihc hiiii been in bed with her 
hutband, during which [he people dance and 
^n^, beat drumSi and fue ma^^i^* 
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r the wife is broaght to bed, fhe ia not 
vith her hafband ror three years^ if the 
ves fo long ; for daring that term the 
icks, and they arc firmly perfuaded that 
with their haibands would fpoil their 
ind render the child liable to many dif- 

The women alone are fubjeA to all the 
rations attending fo long an abllinence ; 
ry man is allowed to take as many wives 
leafes : but if the wife is found falfe to 
(band^ (he is liable to be fold for a flave. 
my diflikei a man may turn off his wife, 
ike her take all her children with her ; 
le has a mind to take any of them him- 
! generally chufes fuch as are big enough 

him in providing for his family. He has 
le liberty of coming fevcral years after 
ive partedf and taking from her any of 
Idren he had by her. But if a man is 
i to part with a wife who is pregnant* 
lot oblige her to go till ihe is deli- 
women arc kept in the greateft fubjec- 
jud the men, to render their power as 
at as poffible, influence their wives to 
cm an unlimitted obedience, by all the 
f fear and terror. For this purpofe the 
^oes have a kind of image eight or nine 
;hy made of the bark of trees, drefled 
ag coat, and crowned with a whi(p of 

This is called a Mumbo Jumbo % and 
er the men have any difpute with the 
, this is fent for to determ\n« tV^ ^oti- 
\ich is almoA always done vsk (vt o\n ^^ 
XVII. L ^^ 
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the men. One who h in the iccjnet,coiice«h lii 
61 f ander the coat, amd bringing ih the im%i 
U the oracte on thefe occations. No otite 
allowed to come armed Into his prefence. Wl» 
the women hear him coming, they run YH 
and hide themfelv^s ; bmt if you arc ao^uah 
ed with the pcHbn concealed m the ^hM 
Jumh^ he will fend for them all to con 
make them fit dowh, and afterwards dd 
iing or dance, as he pkafea 5 and if sny^ 1 
iM to come, he will fend fm^ and whip ihe 
Whenever any one enters into ihii foci cry, th 
tWcar in the molt fokmn manner never 
divulge the fecret to any woman » or to t 
perfon that is not entered into it; and to pi 
icrve the fecret inviolaMe, no boys are adm 
ted under fixtceti years of age. The peo| 
alfo fwear bv the Mumh Jnmht^i and the oa 
15 efteemtd irrevocable* There are very U 
towns of any note that have not one of th( 
objedls of iferfor, to frighten the poO^r i»6U 
into obedience. 

About the year 172^, the Kihf €yf jiri 
having a very JnquifitiVe wOttweh t6 hi^ \A 
was {^ Weak as to difdoie i^ htr thh fisenn 
and die being a goffip, revealed it fo fctt 
other womeft bf her rfc^tta!ii*ihce. T^lU 
laft coining to thfc ear^ of teifte wfco wcie ; 
friends to the KinK, they,* ^^^Snig left if H 
affair took venti it fhOitId j^tft a period th \ 
fabjcdlion of their wiVes, ^Kfey tooR the ««l 
fiut a inan intb it, and ^ing fo thfe KfeftI 
town, /enl fdr him wi\i atv'd \«tci^ ^Klitt ^ 
ir; WJj^n h^ not den^ifn^ 'it, ^"^1 ^'^tix^x' 
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die poor Alog diedi for his. oiplii^nfo to 

ti» «dK^ iuid Ac fee Iwr curiofer. 

lliifdk ibafe idMn a.«»a Jmm >mi .jt die ^ 
tooijfrhii . koode lib vdvos, Alatt Jina on jumup 
ifiiw'Wi' in Ae iune pofioie dw^ aimyt 

.(JW^KiLJidiiM »iiow bonijdw]^ d^k^ 
jjfBMJiMrfwi^ooM wa»d^ 
ii|ii«jdig^. aadasiBonaake U diy^ rob hiai 
rite 'Wifolqi oil, pirtkohfly tht J>aoiBJboM» 
iMiiikiittof thohftdD^tU:olbom» aide, kims» 
^k^* :l!^%eatfcqr«Mbonii:tkof m 

M<ff;;:wkMU» aid fqpiotiiiies do toot uim hki^k 
dU IMf^k mohdi di: iMPOoId. 
'z,' iiiornqt fiod tkat iknt aft kere bom witk 
lit ailS»»- bac^;«krin(0&«rs whoa thtyi wafli 
t^dUUMtt* piofcdoyatkooppcfr^of iho 
Mri.xirhifobibiiftir «kiok bpi, aad bwad 
BOftrib, ane cfteemcd extMmoly boaasifiil^ 
Gte KnmK u gBoe^a^. kyigor than thtt other, 
a araaih. anerwaids tkey aaaa^ -Ao 



okiU, «UA it doae Wikamg ht kioa^ aad 
anhbkg it orai^with pil»x.and 9 flwrt tfawi W 
fi^ flM;fmta|t feafim kq^ tfaqrckPOMtocMba 
Ma» «a»kes o£ hof^ «f abooi t w e Wf m 
Rim lip jnnca oCafo, aftirn4idi tho boys 
Mt in&a fiqud^ haUt^lMtko ditfr of .kdi 
bn|dom kfhrdliiMM j*«oai the littr 'ol* 
AMr'ciMamcmoa^ to^ tbat :b# ike loiiitk tkey 
Oifc./alkwnd to< fcottnil''«iha| oatragik thet^ 
f Iwfiii mtkoathtiag JuMoA %a «^««Io<qo^^^ 
IkMi^iM^^tkoirl^i^M^ An^xsera^^ 
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thii licentioufnefs being expired, they put on 

iheir proper habit, 

I have already obfervedi that ihe MunMn^s 
sure fond of the flelh of crocodiles^ and ibeir 
egg5, but their mo£t common food b called 
coofcoofh, which h pounded com iifted thro' 
a Hne baikett tiH it is of the finenefs of omit 
i!our ; and this h put into an earthen veflcl 
full of holes like a ctillender, luced to an 
earthen pot^ in which is boiling water^ and 
fbmcume^ broth, the ileam of which cures 
the Hour» and when ic is done, they mix It 
with the water or broth, and eat it with their 
hands, Fifh dried in the fun or fmoaked, is 
a great favonrite of theirs ; but the jlrongcr it 
fmel!s^ the more they like it. They are fo 
Jittk delicate with rcfpeil to their proviiionit 
that tlicre h fcarce any thing which they do 
j:iot eat \ large fnakes, guanas^ monkeys, pe- 
licans ^ bald eagles, and fea-horie^, arc eileeiii* 
cd octUentfood, 

The people are naturally very jocofe and 
nierj-y, and will dance to a dr\xjn or baliafetJ, 
fomaimes four and twenty hours togetherj now 
and then dancing very regularly, and at other 
times ufmg very odd geftures, llriving always 
to outdo each other in nimblenefs and afUvity* 

The behaviour of the natives to ftrangers is 
really not fo difagreeable as people are jipt IQ 
imagine ; for when I went through a^ny of their 
towns, they almoft all eamc to ihake hands 
with me, except fomc of the women » who 
having never before feen a white man^ ra^ 
&w^y from jne a$ bSa u Ouc^y ^^^« ^^ 



^imiMlKlClir ttymeaMT te pinftitoled Vo*coiM 
Mvrme. Some uif die iiien invked' me to 
<htir><liMrfet» and Woiri^ht fbeir' wifes and 
4M|^Mirfl* leeise, #£6ithe]i iiUf down by 
•ii tMl tlMy^r AiMd ftorttthhii^ t^^Mer «t 
gmi^iStmirtif MB my boou, fpursr doittlis^ or 

ov.'loite^of the<MM$jm«r have nli^^flliferia 
iteiiiiMiiItt, and*i» thW they jpnA&AemlkWtB. 
iriMflivefowdl'iiad 'c*fily» that it is foiiie- 
jgbhM'dtficiilt ta kmm the flavesfroin their 
Wkftm and flnArefts's diey heitig ir^^iKSiitty 
fMefr^dcMidied, efpedallv the ftmakt; #ho 
liwNr«(ft»miia^ citthtt, amber, and filveridM«c 
-AcirMMi to tiie Valoe 0f so cfr )o 1. fteriinr. 
^ IiP4Mu)i eftfff' town they have « kina of 
4ml «f a wtff'hirge ftK, called a Tatfgtong, 
Mttdivlh^ OB^ beat at the appfdic^ df an 
IMniy, Of on fmt my «xlnordm.tty <o6caiklQ» 
W^ «ai dm inhabitant^' of the nei^bbiifug 
«o#lis to their «ffiftano^ ; and this in tho'a^ht* 
Anamny bi htaid 6x or (even milet.^ *- 
' ^bcrewat a cnftom in lUs conntry which u 
'Mt dMfonghly repeaM, Akt whatever com- 
Mfdity a man Q^s in the morning, he mxf^H 
kO-«i{MBtf -lud bilrgain, go and hav^ it retiraed 
|»4Ai} Minf, on- his fvpng back the nwney 
wyHJteoMbre the fietting of the fan the fiune 
4% t this tailom is ftill in Ibroe very high op 
jdm lifer j t>ot bdow it is pretty wdl woiti 

'^1ltlMhie«^ any ftaoHes are ftttled, it U 
MftiMry to jMie'Aeln; and die peribaa b^- 
iMNfiM 9»iheth: oiidtr the cbaoM^ ^aNt^^^a*- 
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pic of the ncareft Jarge tawti, who are obliged 
IQ take care of it, ^nd to let none impQ{«; updo 
|he white meiij or uik them 11 U and if my 
bociy is abufed^ he mud ^pply to the Alcaltk, 
th<^ head man of the town, who will fee thtt 
^atlice is done him. Thi^ man i.s "p tlie nvett 
called the white m^n\ King ; and has bcfidcs 
very great power. AliDoll every town has two 
common fields, one for their corn and ibe 
other for their rtcci and he appoints tlie labour 
of the people; he feps that the men work In 
the corn fields, and the womea aad girU in iKc 
nte grounds, and afierwatjis 4ivitfes the crop 
among them. He like wife decides ^U quarrel$i 
and has the £fit voice in aU conferences re^ 
JatlnR to any thing belongmg to the town* 

The trade of the natives coii fills ia gold, 
flaves, elephants tecthj and beea-wa^. The 
gold is finer than llcrling, ar.d n brought in 
fmall bars, big in the middle, and turned round 
into rings, from lo to 403, each* The mer- 
chants who bring this, and Other inland com- 
modities, are blacks of the MundlKgo rac?, 
called Jqhcq^s, who fay, that the gold is ncit 
wiilhed ontof the fandf but dugout of mine? 
in the mountains, the nearc^ of which is twen- 
ty days journey up the river. In the country 
where the mines are, they fay there are houfei 
built with flone, and covered with lerrafs; and 
that the fhortcutla/Tcs and knives of good Heel, 
which they bring with them are made there. 

The fame merchants bring down elephanti 
teeth, and in fome year^ flaves to the amouet 
of 2000, molt of whom they fay are prifooeis 

of 



ef w^r-; Mid bought of tke diAreat Princes 
by whmn tbCT ar^ tafeea. Tke way of brti^- 
tng AefB in, by tyipg them by the neck witb 
le#t|jifr thongs, at «lx>ac a yard diftance from 
each other, thirty or forty in a firing, having 
geaevally a bundle of corn, or an elephant^ 
looth upon each of their heads. In their way 
Jrom £e mountains they travel through ex- 
tenfive woods, where they cannot for firtne 
day4 get water; they therefore carry in iki|i 
bag! enough to fupport them for that time. I 
PMinot be certain ot the number of merchants 
who. civ^ on this trade ; bnt there may pes- 
hiq^s he about a hundred, who go up into the 
inland country with the goods, which they 
buy frasa the white men, and with them pui- 
chafe, in various countries, gold, flaves, and 
t||Bpbant9 teeth. They ufe aiTes, as well as 
flayes in carrying their goods, but no camels 
•or hoHet. 

Befides the flaves brought down by the No- 

SI flMTChants, there are many bought along 
river, who are either taken in war like 
the former, or condemned for crimes, or ftolen 
by the people : but the company's fervants 
■ever buy any which they fufped to be of the 
laft fort, till they have lent for the Alcalde, 
and confulted with him. Since this (lave trade 
has been ufed, all punifhments are changed 
into flavery ; and the natives reaping advan- 
tage from fuch condemnations, they ftrain hard 
for crimes, in order to obtain the benefit of 
foiling the criminal ; hence not only murder^ 
adultery and theft are \m% putv\ftva^\>^ ^^v«v«;f. 
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tfaeiisalefaftbr; but every trifling a 
paniilied in the ikmc manner* The 
iert^ a tn^n feeing a tygcT eating a d< 
he himfeir Kdd killca and bung % 
koufet fired at the fygcrt but unhaj 
^uan 1 when the King had not onl)^ i 
to condemn Kim for this accident ; b 
injuiiiceand inhumantty to order al 
thcfj his three brothers, and his thr 
fee fold* They were brought dowr 
'Tan^€imacunda^ when it made my he 
fee them ; but on my refufing to 
Cruel purchafe, they ivere fent far 
'the rivtr, and fold to fome feparate 
y^AT^ and the vile avaricious Kingh 
Jiefitof the goods forwhich theywei 
Indeed the crUshy and villainy o 
thefe Princes can fcaxcely be conceive 
>i«(henevcr theKing of B^rJaKy^ fom 
villainies I have already mentioni 
goods or brind;,', he fcnos to the G 
James* fort, to defirehim to fend a \ 
with a proper cargo, which is rea 
plied with. Mean while the King 
ranfacksfome of his enemies towns, \ 
the innocent people, fells them to the 
the floop, for fuch commodities as 
as brandy, rum, guns, gunpovi 
piftols and cutlaiTes, for his attendan 
diers, with coral and filver for his 
concubines : but in cafe he is not a 
any neighbouring King, he then 
one of his own towns, which arc 
merous, and ufes them in the fam 
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ftUlag diem for (laves, whom he is bound by 
every obligation to proted. 

Several of the natives of thefe countries 
have many ilaves born in their families : thus 
t^ere is a whole village near Brucoe of 200 
people, who are the wives, flaves, and chil- 
dren of one man. And though in fome parts 
of Africa^ they fe}l the ilaves bom in the fa- 
mily ; yet this is here thought extremely 
wicked ; and 1 never heard but of one per- 
Ion who ever fold a family Have, except for 
iiich crimes as would have authorized its being 
done, had he been free. Indeed, if there are 
many ilaves in the family, and one of them 
commits a crime, the matter cannot fell him 
without the joint confent of the reft : for if he 
does, they will all run away to the next king* 
dom, where they will find protediion. 

Ivory, or elephants teeth, is the next prin-i- 
cipal article of commerce- Theie are obtained 
either by hunting and killing the beafts, or 
are picked up in the woods. This is a trade 
nfed bjr all the nations hereabouts ; for who<» 
ever kills an ekphant, has the liberty of fel- 
ling him and his teeth : but thofe traded for in 
this river aie generally brought from a good 
wa^ within land. The largell tooth I ever faw 
Weighed 150 pounds. • 

The fourth branch of trade confifts in bees- 
wax. The Mutuiimgois make beehives of draw 
ibaped like ours, and fixing to each a bottom 
board, in which is a hole, for the bees to go 
in and out, hang them on the boughs of trees. 
They fmother tl^c bees in order to take the 

combst 
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CDmbs, and prelTmg out tkc hon^ 
they make a kind of metheglhi, b 
wax with Walter, ftrain ic, and prefj 
hair clothe into holes made in the g 
At ]er^gth, on the 8th of .^ril 1] 
(klivercd up the company '« efre^$ tc 
CcftJttff I embarked on board the 
ik)op ; among other perfons, ^oA 
with mc to the floop, and parted w 
tear^ in his eyes, at the famg time 
letters to the iXuke of M^xfa^vs, 
Jifrkan company, Mr. OgUthorpi^ 
' other gentlemen \ViBnglsmd^ telling 
ki& love and duty to them, and 
them, that as hcdeiigned to learn 
EngUfo tongue, he would, whett he 
of it, fetid them longer epUlles ; < 
that as I had Uvcd vviih him almo: 
he Game there, I would let his Gra 
other Gentlemen know what he hac 
that he was going to the gum* 
would endeavour to produce fo goo 
ftanding between the company and 
that he did not doubt but that the E\ 
procure the gum trade : adding, th 
fpend his days in endeavouring to 
the Englijh^ by whom he had beei 
from flavery, and from whom he i 
innumerable favours* 

Soon after he returned on fhore, v 
to England, and at length, on the i 
JancJed at Deal. 
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DESCRIPTION 

Of the Country up the 

S E N E GAL. 

y# c^ttcifi Dtfcri^tion of the Ri'ver Senegal, and , 
tftort Lewis near its Mouth : with an ac" 
tvukt 9/ the Conqwjt of tbut Forty and tbt 
yiand of Goree. 

THE river ^ttagai or ^enega^ is thought 
to be one of thofe channels of the Niger ^ 
by which it is fuppofcd to difcharge its waters 
iittb the Atlantic ocean. The river IHger rifcA 
in the ead of Africa^ and after a courfe of ^000 
ftiil^, nearly weft, slccbrdingto fome authors, 
divides into three branches, the moll northerly 
6f t«4i!ch is the Senegal^ the middle the Qam* 
Hitf already defcribed, and tlie fouthern Rio 
Grande. 

The Senegal difchaf gfes itfelf \tv\o ^^ AtUnut 
dcean in i6». north ^autuAe. '^o^vcv^ ^"^^^ 



plantations ot the natives, ana wnen v 
an opportunity^ enter their cottages, 
they never fail to fpoil more than tl 
fume, on which account they make c< 
war upon them. 

The country abounds with lions a 
phants, the latter of which are fo tan 
they are not frightened at the fight < 
and do them no hurt, if they are not 
tacked. The low grounds are in fom\ 
covered with thorn-trees of a pro 
height, which bear great bunches of 
yellow flowers of a fragrant fmell ; tl; 
of thefc trees is of different colours, fo: 
others white, black or green ; the co 
the timber nearly refembles that of th 
and from its hardnefs feems a fpecies 
ebony, and yet the flowers of aU are 
the fame. 

We fhall not tire the reader, by gi 
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amiate detail woald engage as in difagreeable 
repetitions, that woald afford neither much 
Ctttertaxnaient nor inftniAion. 

The entrance of the Senega/ is guarded by 
Sevttal forts, the principal of which is Fort 
Ltwts^, built on a fmall ifland of the fame 
nme, about twelve miles up the river. It is 
Ih^ oadMngular building with two baitions of 
so inconfiderable ftrength. At the mouth of 
die river is a bar : the befl feafon for paffing 
it it from MarcHf to September. The Eng- 
t/b had . formerly fettlements here, out of 
which they were driven by the French in 1678. 
They were, however, feized by the EngUjh in 
1692 ; bat the next year the French retook 
them» and kept them till the prefent war. 
They bailt Fort Lews in 1692, and beyond it 
they had a multitude of other fettlements, ex- 
tending 600 miles up the river. The princi- 
pal commodities the* French have imported from 
. thefe fettlements are, gum fenega, a very va- 
luable drug, of great ufe in feveral manufac- 
tures, elephants teeth, hides, bees-wax, cotton, 
gold doll,. Negro ilaves, oftrich feathers, am- 
beigris, indigo, and civet. 

On the 24th of Aprils 175^* ^ ^i^^ll fqua- 
dton commanded by Captain Marjhy confining 
of the Nafau of 64 guns, the Harwich of 50 
guns, .the Rye of 94 guns, with the Snjoan floop 
and two bufles, arrived off the river Senegal^ 
and after founding the entrance, the fmall veliels 
and barks got over the bar, on the 29th, upon 
which the enemy with feven veil'els, three of 
which fftrt armed with ten cun^ ^^^\i^ m^.^^'^ 

Vol. XVll. M '^^^^ 
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fliew of attacking our fmall craft, and ktpt t 

kind of running lire ; but were fooa obliged to 
rture up the nvcr. Seven hundred inanaei 
^nd. Tea men then landed, and got the artUkry 
on ihore. But tlie next day, when they wot 
proceeding to F»rt It^'is, deputies arrived frool 
the fupenor council af Stnegal^ with arddbi 
<)f capitulation ; and after fome alterations be- 
ing oiade in themi it was agreed^ that all thft 
forts, ilorehoufes, vefleh, arms, provifio^ 
and every thing belonging to the Frtmh^ Aiouilll 
be put in pDdcilion of the EngUjh ; that A 
white people belonging to the company, wiof 
iheirprivnte effe^s, except merchandise and uJ^ 
coined trcafure, lliould be landed in Fr4inct\ 
and that both the free Mulattoes and Negroci^ 
Ihould enjoy their religion and all they pofle/l^ 
cd, and be allowed to retire if they choic it. 

In confequcncc of this agreement, Majof 
Mafin^ with the marines, took pofleflion of 
Fert Lmvh on the ad of May^ when he fouad 
in it 25a French ofHccrs and foldiera 192 piecei 
of cannon ; with treafure, ilaves and merchafl'' 
dize, to a con fide rable value 1 and in the har^ 
bour were taken 1 6 vellcls, jnoft orihcm rich* 
ly laden. 

Thi 3 important acq nifition was followed b^ tlif 
taking of feveral other fettlements of the Fnnchi 
particularly of the ifland of G(>r«, near C^ 
Ftrd. This iiland confifts of a low narrow ptaci 
of land, and ^ fmall, bat very deep mouiiuifti 
the whdle only half a mile in length. N<il^ 
with^KTidxXi^ its con^uedextecit) the fitditiiQi 
renders it a very agTc^^\At^\^«% TowA 
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bdth you eojoy a profpeft teri|iinaited only 
le fea ; and to the no/tkward, you difcQ- 
at a diflance Cape Verd^ and all the other 
rs and neighbouring promontories. Tho' 

in the lorrid Zone, you here breathe a 
)erate air» almoft all the year, owing to the 
lity of the days and nig^t^y an^ its being 
iniudly refrefhed by breezes from the land 
(ea. It is adorned with (bme handfome 
lings ; the gardens are planted with ex- 
nt fruit trees ; and the whole ifland is in a 
ner corensd w^th fortifications. It wis* 
eva*, taken on the 29th 9S Jiecemher^ 175^» 

iquadron under the command of Commo • 
\ KippeU with a very inconiderable lofs ; by 
:h all the Trench fettlemcnts in Africa be- 
f r^ ourpolIe$()n. 
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A 

JOURNEY 



In the Kiugdmn of 

"^MOROCCO. 

CHAP. L 

T'/j^ Author lands 'With the Amhajfadot mi ihe -ffrff 
Gf Teruan. The Reiepihn thty ^fust ^wifhJhA 
/he Ea£k^ 'vohot^nduils them to the Ciij efTt- 
tum:i, ivbkh it d^ri^edt, luiih av jic^ttmt ef 
the Drefes, Manner i^%iid Cuflams of ths M{K>r5. 

THE Honourable C^arJt/ Sttnj^art, EI^J 
being fent to treat of a peace with the 
Emperor of Morocco^ landed in the bay of fe- 
iii^in on the 6ih of Maj^ v-izci ^ 'a^i^axix toxse ^ 
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<fclock in the norning, when mt * found a 
frScient number of tents pitched for our con- 
veniencvy and among them a fine large one, 
mkith tne Ambaffador made choice of to eat in 
<eii his journey. Our firfl enteruinment was in 
this* tenty where they brought plenty of cuf* 
csfiiy fowls, and a (heep roailed whole, opon a 
great wooden fpit, which they fet upon the 
table, fpit and all. Between three and four 
oMock the Bafla, came down attended by about 
SCO horle and 300 foot, who having entered 
Ike camp firing and cavaicading, threw them- 
felves into the form. of an half moon before 
our tent, where- we iiad the direrfion of feeing 
them exercife above an hour. This: they per- 
liEKrmed with great activity, the Bai& and his 
brother often heading parties of horfe, .who M 
together clapping their fpurs to their horfes 
fides, levelled their pieces and fired at each o- 
tber, as if they were attacking an enemy. Af- 
ter this they took their fpears and fingkd out 
each other to tilt, dexteroufly puttin|; by the 
thraft of the fpear, the' made at their backs, 
while their hories were on full fpeed. Mean 
while the foot kept a continual irregular firing, 
every man charging his piece, and firing into 
the ground as fafl as he could. Their drums 
made a warlike found, and were beaten with 
a heavy ilick on the top, and a fmall one at 
the bottom, keeping time to a pipe, that had 
fomc rcfemblancc to a Mcy and founded veiy 

• The Author is Mv. iriiidus, 21 ^tii>\!«K»w 'v^ 
ibe Ambafihdors retiiwi e . 

M 3 ^"^ 
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loud ^a^nd fhrilli The cavaka4e 

the BaiTa weloomed the Am ballad oi 
and invited him to hi^ ttfit, where 
that he would do all in Kis powtr i 
country agreeable to him j and * 
the Bnglijh better than aDy other 
tlon, and fome other compliments}] 
between them, they parted. 

The next morning the Ambai 
the BaiTa. at his tent, vvhq having 
compliments, a row of fine horfci 
up, which made a noble appearat 
their fiddles being entirely coverec 
the Baiia then pditely defired the 
to take which he liked bell : which 
each of lis chofe for ourfelvesj and 
wardi. 

The Murj almoft »1t the wa; 
which is about fix miles, continu 
eavakading. On our entering t 
were received by great crowds^ of ] 
ing, and the women all in vvhite, 
up, lb that no part of them coulc 
thcif eyes, were pre/fed together « 
of the houfes, as thick as they 
The Bafla drew up his people in < 
before his houfe, where he and 
finely mounted, fhewed us again 
rity at the fpear» tilting, and fome 
their lances into the air before the 
ing them again with their horfes < 
The Ambaflador was then cond 
houfs aJJot(ed foi Vim, v.\v\c\i vi' 
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t»^in ^ettufHf and a iUble of horfes was ap- 
f9iiited for his ufe« and that of his retinue. 

On the Sthy the Ambafl^dor paid a vifit to 
the Baf^, who received him in an outer room, 
lu^lt long ai^d narrow* Hl^e moft of the rooms 
la Rt^hury. There were two chairs placed op- 
y^fite to each other, in which the AmbaHador 
^4 ^^ ^^^ down, and ulked about an hour 
ap4^h4lf> durbg which, eieht or ten of the 
'nnaqpal Moon ot the town ftood behind the 
jkaila. The conference being over, we were 
ihewn the BafTa's gardens and liable^. 

Oi^ the 15th we dined in a garden which the 
B^afla h^ lately planted about three miles from 
iiUiOJu It is fitoated in a pleafant valley al- 
moft furrounded with hills and mountains, 
ivhich being green and woody, a^ord on every 
fide a moft delightful profpetl, A ftream runs 
through the garden, which with great labour 
was conveyed thither from an adjacent moun- 
lain. The Governor of Tauati, who was one 
oJF the AmbafTador's brothers, came juft after 
dinner, and walking with us, was fo complai- 
iant, as to gather, and give us the beft fruit. 
The walks are feparated by cane work, and 
there is a handfome arbour of the fame ma- 
terials, in which is a bafon fupplied with wa- 
ter from the above ftream, which the Ambaf^ 
fador filled with punch ^ but it was with fomc 
difficulty he peii'uaded the Governor to drink 
two Qt three fila^s. This arbour was rendered 
very delightful by a great number of cat^^- 
tions j^roiving through the cau^viOiV.,^:^^ v^ -<^ 
the windows. The Govcmoi vs^jL^^vvi^A^^V:: 



load, and with great dexterity. Thh 
the country abounds with fine oranges, 
citrons, grapes, apricots, pomegrana 
Ions, figs and olives. 

On tne 20th we went with the Baiii 
the wild boar, in the mountains betwee 
and Ceuta, when we killed fix, and to 
young ones alive. The fpears ufed 
foot, are not above half as large as thof 
by the horie, they are made of a he 
tough wood, with the blade about hal 
long, and very thick, to prevent their b 
A great number of foot went with us tl 
ed, who getting upon the hills, by thei 
ing raifed the boars from the woods ar 
ets, and brought them in view for the cl 
one of theie men is attacked by a boar 
not fhew the leail fign of fear ; but 
himfelf in as firm a pofture as he can 
ceives the boar on his fpear, who goar 
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m large province. It is fituated at the opening 
of the freights into tlife Mediterranean^ upon the 
alctntof a rocky hill between two high moun- 
tains about fix miles from the Tea, and has a 
caftte built higher on the hiH, that has a full 
fXMnmand of the town. Through the val- 
l«T Tans a Httle rircr navigable for fmall yef- 
feb as far as Marteen, a place about two miles 
from the bay, where they load and unload tlieir 
goodie 

Tetnam i% well built ; bat the fireets are very 
flonbw, and there are hardly any windows to 
be imtk, except little holes to look out at : the 
lik%ht bemg admitted at the infide where there 
ia a ic[aare court open at the top» with pillars 
liipportiBg galleries, and painted wooden baluf- 
tradcs* The houfes are but two ftories hi|;h, 
except the BaHa's and a few othera,<belongmg 
ab particolar men. They are flat at the top, fa 
-tftat in many places the inhabitants can walk a 
jHcat way upon them ; but thofe belonging to 
mt CknJNan merchants have battlements, to 
keep them within the bounds of their own houf- 
ca : for the Movrijb women live in the upper a- 
partments, and often vifit one another from the 
tope of their houfes : They are white waHied 
OD the on tilde as wefl as within, which renders 
tile reflexion of the fun fo bright, as to be pain- 
M to the evts/ Their walls are not raifed by 
]a]fiHg brick or flone even upon one another ; 
bttt they makca Rrong wooden cafe, into which 
they caft the mortar, and beating it down hard» 
take the cafe away when it u dt^* 



7hff AiQps are ver/ fmAll, and have 
l^ut the inailer having opened the fhui 
in, anU fits crofs- legged, upan api^Cj 
bout the height of a counter- The 
flifpofed in drawers rDund about him^ 
c^n for the mo^ p^n re;^h without n 
of tiis place, hU cu^omen Uanijingir 
while they ^t ferved, 

T h« town U p^p uio us :|nd heal ;h ft 
people are poor and pofTefa nojtlijfig 
pl^iurc^ of the Uaih^ whf^ gives or t 
hpufcs, land^i l^J" whatever he pleafei 
fore when a man by his dU^igcnct af 
bas acquired wealth, he mdeavoun 
it^ and feein poor ; for if it i}iQu3d c 
knf>wle4ge of tip Bafa, Kg might i 
into prifb^f and caafe him to be k^ii 
make Kiin diicovejan his treafuj-e*. 

TIic people ate of a fwartky comp 
term w<il with a race of well -loo king i 
what fairer thau th? reft : they an 
JuHy, (Irong-limbed, a£live^ laborioi 
t,ien( qf labour ^nd faiigue, endurin< 
prizing refolution the heats of funitn 
cold rains of winte*-. A nieiTcnger ^v 
Tittmn to Meqvifti^^ whichis J50 n 
Bi^rhmy duc^t^ and in the midlt of 
rain, he will pnly look out for a bi 
ilone,and fitting down oir his h:ims wi 
tovvarda it^ remain in that pofture 
night, or if the weather he tair, h< 
himfelf in his cloathst and pafs the 
the gra^fs* *Tia faid that the moft f:i 
inf n of the country will go fixty leag 
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days. They fwim the rivers in the depth of 
wiBCer^ if not deterred by the rapidity of the 
cvrrent ; and for a journey of feven or eight 
itays carry only a little meal, and a few rai- 
fiiift or figs in a fmall goat^ (kin; 

They have no fettled poft in the coontry, the 
ordinary way of fending letters being by thefe 
footmen, who are nearly as expeditious as horf- 
cs. Nor have they any kind of wheel carriage ; 
tfaeir light goods are removed from place to 
plsce, if not far, on horfcs ; but when they have 
gttit quantities either of corn, wax, hides, or 
the like, and go far they ufe camels. 

The drefs of the peoplfe 5s not ungraceful. 
The men wear (hort fhirts with very broad 
fieeves that fometimes hang down, but are 
tbore frequently tucked up to keep them cool. 
They have Hnnen breeches tica about their 
wailts next the ikin. They go bare legged, 
but wear flippers of red or yellow leather, 
without heels. Over their Ihirt they wear a 
d6th veft, or waiftcoat, very fhort, and made 
|p fit dole to the body ; it is faftened with 
foiall buttons and loops fet clofe together, and 
is often embroidered with gold or filvei' thread. 
Round the waift they wear afcarf of filk or 
ftoff*, in which they Hick large knives, with 
the handles cither of fome valuable metal, or 
ivory inlaid, and the fheaths are tipt with filver. 
Their outer garment is either the alhague, or 
albomooce; the former is a piece of fine white 
woollen ftnfF five or fix yards long, and abourt 
one and a half broad, which t>\t^ wxtn."^ 'tc^^'w 
them above ^nd below tWtr utm%\ ^^s ^'^ 
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a taflel at the end, which they can coi 
heads with to keep oiF the weather, i 
heads, which they always keep fhav4 
wear a little red cap, which they maki 
turbant by rolling muflin about it : bi 
chey go into the country they wear ah< 
cane hit to keep off the fun. The J 
have a broad leather belt embroider 
gold to hang their fcymitats in, whi 
wear over their fhoulder. 

The Mfiors in general are drefled a 
manner^ without any other difF rence 
the richnefs and finenefs of the l^uiTs ; ^ 
upper gannent of the poored fort is : 
thick woollen cloth with holes to put th 
throueh inflead of fleeves. This res 
their knees, and hangs loofe about t 
dies. 

When the women go a broads they a 

^A nlmnfl" lilrp fVip mpn. th#*ir nnnpr oarn 
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when they are at home> or viiit from the tops of 
their hbuies, are . generally naked; only feme 
of fuperior rank have their drawers fo longv 
that dxey reach to their feet, and hang in great 
loofe folds about their Ic^s. They wear the 
fame kind of flippers as the men . Within doors> 
they have only a finale binder about their fore- 
heads, and .their hair hangs behind in two large 
plat9 at full length. At home they alfo wear 
a veft open from the bofom to the waift^ to 
fliew their embroidered jfinocks ; And they 
fiiftcB large pieces of n^uflin to the lleeves of 
their vefts, which hang down very low in the 
nature . of ruiHes ; over theli drawers they 
wear a fhort petticoat ; befides they have brace- 
lets on their, arms and legs, and large ear-rings 
in their ears. 

The women have fine eyes, and fome of thein 
\txy beautiful fkins, which we had fometimes 
an opportunity of obfeirving ; for tho' a man may 
live a year in Tetuan without feeing the face of 
a Moorijb woman. jn the.fEreets, yet when wc 
met them in the fic^IdsV or'(aw them on the houfc 
tops, if none of the Mcon were in fight, they 
would unveil,. and laugh, till the appearance 
of one obliged t|^en).tpjiide their faces again. 

When any of the Moon have a. mind to enter- 
tain their nei^hbo»rs, the wosici;i go to the top 
of the houfe, and continue there till the guefls 
^1^ g^tibe ; their general cntertaijnmeHt.. confifls 
of 'cafcuHi, which is thus made r they put fine 
jSour intoalar^e fiat pan, and fprinkling ft 
with water, roll it up into fmall balls ; thefe 
are put into a kind of cnllcndcr thai ferves for 

Vol. XVIL N th^ 



cer or earthenware, wide at the top, ai 
row at the bottom, fomewhat like a high 
ed hat turned with the crown dow 
While they eat, a fervant ftands by 
great bowl of water i|i one hand, and a 
k>ne piece of blue linnen in theother« 
their ri^ht hands, with which thev ] 
vidtuals to pieces, which are generally 
to rags. They never ufe the kft hahd ir 
becaufe that is always ufed on neceHar 
ons. They eat without fpeakinjg, an 
their meals drink water, their rehgion 
ding diem wine and all other intc 
liquors except cyder ; yet moft of th 
^et drunk with ftrong liquors of any 
they can get it. They are fo fond o 
milk, which is theo' chief defeft, th 
they would fpeak of the extraordinary i 
cf any thing they compare it to that. 
Mack pitcher of it is generally brought 
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it into a ikin, and fhaking it, till the butter fe- 
parates from it. They bury it in the ground 
to make it keep, and do not diilike it when it 
IS three or four years old* They alfo wrap up 
the cawby fuet and hi of cows, fheep and goat» 
in great rolls, which in winter are told to the 
poor inftead of batter. Their bread is how- 
ever extremely good and cheap. 

While in their houfes they are always fitting 
on matts, or lying ; and if thev go out on foot, 
it is never farther than to make a vifit, unlefs 
their bufinefs requires it ; but they daily fpend 
£ve or fix hours fitting on their hams before 
their 4oors, thinking it moll iidicuk>as to wal|^ 
«p and down a room : Why, fay they, fhould 
a man move from one end. of the room to tl^e 
other, without apparent caufe? Can he not as 
well iUy in the {uace he is in, as go to the 
other end, merely in order to come bac|c 
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C H A P- It 

Tj5{y fruiid m thiir ycsrney to Meqiamez, tttM 
f j^9^ rn/fTt and Qhtaimng an AuMcnct t?f the E^ 
^srsr^ €tre Jhs-wn the Filiate f 'lahich is pardci 
iarly difcrihcd. The Cruiky ^fth^ Gsvertfrnea 
the nsi^cr^ Fertiliij of thi CQitntrj^ tht Mtfi\ 
<f the FetpU snd iht Arttda ^f thnr Cm 
merits 

ON the J 5tb t^TJune wc l>egan oar Jaunic 
to Meqaine^^ aadonthciUlh comine witJ 
in two tniies of Akajfar^ we were met by ll 
<5overmjr of fmrgitr who came towards i 
^frith a fpe^T carried nprighi by a flave^ al ll 
iiorfe's head. After he had welcomed tl 
AmbaiTador, we were conduced tovvafds tJ 
town with a number of lufty M^^r/ tilting befbi 
us i the drums were beating, flrange forts < 
muiic playing, and great crowds of people preii 
ing fo clofe upon us, that they could not I 
kept off by the blows of our guards, till w 
came to the tents that were pitched cioie to tl 
walls of jilca^ar. 

On the left of the road almoft all tine wi 
from Tetuan to Alcaffar^ runs a ridge of vci 
liigh mountains, called by the Moon, the mom 
tains of Hahih ; the inhabitants of which can 
not be reduced to the fame degree of fubje^io 
as the reft of the country : yet upon civil trea 
Xnent bring the Baffa a contribution ; but whe 



Jf Journey /o NTEQUINEZ. 137 

'«(ed< iU, revenge themielves by infefting the 
foads, and robbing and deftroying travellers, 
pe tiring when they fee occaiion, to their retreat* 
in the mountains, where it would be difficult 
to hart them ; whence the BaiTa rather chufes 
to take peaceably, what they voluntarily fend 
Jiimr'than to enrage tliein^ by attempting vio* 
Jent nteafures. . 

Jkaj^ar wa* once an iinportant city^ and the 
felt ot the Governor of this, part of the king- 
dom ^ bm it.M JDOW fallen to decay, fo that of 
fifteen mofques, ■ theoe are only two in whick 
fcirvice is performed; : Henc are a |;reat num- 
ber of ftorks whidi live very familiarly witk 
the people, walking about the town, and pof- 
(efling the tops of the mofques and the houfes ; 
but too' they ar« efteemed facred birds, they 
are not free enough to enter in and flielter them- 
ielye9 from the heat of the fun, and therefore 
ibme of them drop down dead every day. 

;On the 26th we lc& vl/:^^, and proceed- 
ing on our journey, oa the firft of Jmy pafled 
by the ruins of a *tcs^ ancient and noble fione 
building, called Jby the natives Pharaoh^s caflle^ 
Thefe ruins aie fituated on a hill of an eafy af- 
/entr about 140 miles fouth of Tetuan, and 16 
noxth-eafl of MequineK. One of the buildings 
feems part of .a triumphal ardi, there -being 
feveral broken ^nes that have infciiptions ly- 
ing underneath. It is ^6 feet long, ic thick ; 
and the portal is 20 feet wide, and about 26 
in height. 

At about 100 yards from this arch flands 
part ei the front of a large fquare building, 
N 3 \\^ 
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tplft pwe -ies ipfaAe aM moMvarad; 
tnndbi fiom the. wont of: A fiiffidbnt ui 
bikjlhiuuitoy as from ckeopprefioiif ^i 
vjUvmtBt, wibkb make tk* popk.. d 
lMii:a|:JMir A»mot^fim^Aiki0kr— 
ftUom^coJiivafle moM Uttd4ii& m^ r' 
time fafafiaanca. ;• ^ ^^ ; 

itttllcfaakire tha fint>npofe^'''9» avoid' l! 
difMrdrMrd wa- ibbidik liaw*Riac wtik \ 
day .^an -dmcli ftrthtr ^(^jMMktd,' InF 
ttatar vefot to oar. Iwdfb wx A veijr'l 
•Mroptjobi ' - i "■' ' ■ 

> OU'iiie 6di abenc ibireti lA-ifflrinopnii 
IkiMaaotftMaii Ak!sfd« will ia gnatd 
doS dM- AMbaAdor t6 him; ' We patf 
tka^AjReeiir in th^ lbilo«vifij^*iotder t fit 
wai0 two Seijeaats on horfebaak: fcdk 
our andtcy wluch played laM^ die wlay i^ 
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oa munercifully, and ibmetinies knocked the 
people down. 

We difmoonted at the outward gate of the 
palace^ and pafllng throagh three or foar large 
court yards, iat down under fome piazzai £>r &» 
bout half an hour. Then word being hroneht 
that the £mperor was come oat, we were led 
into a fpadous place, where we faw him moun^ 
ted with an umbrelh held over his head; his 
courtiers ftood bare footed on each fide in the 
habit of flaves, and behind him his guards 
were drawn up in the figure of an half moon. 

We marched towards the Emperor with oar 
muiic playing, till we came within about eighty 
yards of him, when the old monarch alighti&g 
from his horfe, proilrated himfelf on the earth 
to pray, and continued fome minutes with his 
face fo clofe to the earth, that when we came 
up to him, the dufl remained upon his nofe. 
When he had done he inllantly mounted, and 
took a lance in his hand. 

The AmbafTador and we bowed as we ap^ 
proached the Emperor, when nodding his head, 
he cried feveral times Bono^ and bad the Am- 
^ailador be covered, with which he complied, 
and at the fame time delivered his Majefly's 
letter tied up in a filk hankerchief, into the Em- 
peror's hand, obfcrving, that he was come from 
the King of Great Britain^ his Mafler, to fettle 
peace, friendfhip and a good underflanding be- 
tween the two crowns, and that he had brought 
him a prefent, which he hoped he would ac- 
cept. The Emperor replied, he Ihould have e- 
very thing he came ioVj bccaufe he loved the 



Eri^lyhi andtha.t fach of the Mcors whom the 
AnibafiaJor had broyght over with him as were 
«bjc, ihoald pay their ranfom, and thofc who 
were nott the Bailk of Tttumt ^ould pay for ; 
but recoilcdting himrelf^ he added, the EngUp 
infike Ob ilaves nor (til any. Upon whicli tht 
AmbaiTador toJd him» be hoped he would have 
the fame regard for th« Kiog his M'afer's fuh- 
je^^, and adi^it chem to retern home inm their 
own country ; a charity becoming fo potent a 
an on arc k» Soon after the Emperor fpeaking to 
the Baifa of Tttuun^ the, latter proilraced him- 
iclf on the earth, ki fled it, andarifingr, went up 
to the Emperor, and kiifed his foot : i^hich they 
all cJo ^try often when he talks to themt ^^^ 
thea retw« backwards into their places a^ain. 

The Etnperor was moudted on a iilack h&rfe^ 
-His. Negroes fanned and beat the flies from the 
horfe with cloths, and the umbrella was conilant- 
ly kept twirling over his head to produce a lit- 
tle windp the man that carried ic alfo taking 
<mt to move as his horfe did. that no fun might 
come upon the Emperor. His drefs differed 
little from that of his Bailas ; but the handle of 
his fcyiiiitar was of gold, and ftt with large c- 
mernlds ; and his faddle was covered with Icar- 
kt cloth embroidered wkh gold, with one piftol 
in a cloth cafe, ^n the left iide. 

On our leaving the Emperor, which we did 
by going backwards a good way, we were con- 
iiuded by his Majeily*s order to fee the pa- 
lace. We were £ril led into a large fquare 
building with piazzas .all round: this was the 
Queen of the Xerif>b^% apartment. Tb^e arches 

were 



"c wrought with pl^iiikr £ret wcn'k in flowers, 
i f up ported by neat i!onc pUlirs : the bottom 
I fide for a boa: five feet Ki^H, were chequered 
h. tries of feveral colours, as were alt the a- 
tmentSf walEcs, paiTageSi and Daderneatb the 
bes, which gave a bcandful air of neainefs 
Jie buildings^ From thence we were led in- 
A magnxinc near a quarter of a mite long* 
f not above thirty fe^ broad; in \^hich were 
ig up great quanttties of arms in cafes* 
We were then carried into another large and 
tiou$ building With piazzas all round, like 

former, where lived two of the Emperor's 
■'Cf much eJleeined t^y him. 
?rom the ace pafling (hroagh fome nent long 
tks and paiTages o\ chequer* work, we c^'tme 
mother building, tbatiiad a large garden in 
! middie, planted round with tall cyprefs 
b t the garden is funk 60 or 70 feet below 

foundation of the building, oiTr which runs 
serrafs wa!k, from one fide to the other, a- 
U half a mile tong, and 15 or 16 feet broad, 
the way (haded at the top with vines and o- 
r greens, fupported by fir on g and well madij 
bdworic. In this walk wa^ a chariot that 
It with fprings, and a fmall calafti, in which, 
' were told, the Emperor was fometimes 
iwn by women and eunuchs. 
jfVe pafled through feveral o':her fquates and 
g buildings, now and then feeing the Ci^rt/- 
1/ upon the top of high walls, beating 
^n the mortar with heavy pieces of wood, 
tcthing like thofc ufed by our pavioti rs in 




fjbcn filling pfoftratCf ana gmng J ^^ , 

aflted of what nanor; they were, aad bd 
they were Engiip^ he bid them go Loj 
the Ambnflkdor, and fee him to bed 
which the Aitibankdar returjied the £ 
ihanks, and took his leave. 

A: night oue of the Queens fent fonn 
£ons drejfed In the palace, and ffuic^ i 
to knew how the Ainbaf{aclor did, and 
him a good night. The viftuals were h 
fooed, and ftewed with roots and fpices. 
The next day we were fent for ag^l 
the palace, where arnvtng about 9 o'cl^ 
were firft (hewn fome large ronnis full 
and boys making feddJcs, docks forgui 
bards for fcymitars, and other things. 
thence we paffed through feveral larj 
- ImitHiTicr^. find a r Ipnath pntfr^'d the \ 
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ran fp or ted ihithcr from Sally ; the arches and 
oors of the apartments are finely adorned. 

Here one of the Queens fenc tis a colhtion 
f daies^ grapes, melons, almonds and raifins* 
g« and fv^eetmeats. The frait was very wel- 
orae, for walking had made us dry, we there- 
ore fat down under a piazza, and were attend- 
ed by the maids of the pabce, whofe jetty fkins 
eceived no fmall embeilifhment from the ihin- 
ng bracelets, and filver trinkets they were in 
rjeat plenty on their arms and ]eg^ with gold 
rtiains about their necks, monftrous large tar- 
ings, and other JfrUan ornaments ; we were 
ill the while oWbrvcd by the Emperor's wo- 
nen, though we did not know it till after- 
vdrds« 

This regale being ended, we parted from 
)ur black attendants, and* were condufled to a- 
aother neat regular building with piazzas all 
round. The area was all chequer-work, and 
in the middle wae a row of marble bafons at 
ceruin diftances, with little channels cut in 
ftone, conveying water from one to the other. 
Here is a magazine and treafury. We after- 
wards vidted theinfide of an apartment where 
^ne of the Oueens .formerly lived, we faw alfo 
the baths and fome beautiful cobahs belonging 
to that apartment. From thence we were led 
through leveral^other buildings, confifting for 
the mod part of oblong fquares, with piazza^ 
linder which theddors enter into the lodgings, 
which are generally ground rooms. The doors 
bf each building are all of one fize and form. 
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ground) and has no hill near it. T. 
ings are of rich mortar, without eithei 
ftone, except for pillars and arches^ and 
tar (o well wrought, that the walls an 
entire piece of terrafs* The whole 
is exceeding mafTy, the ou^er wall beii 
thick. Going to take a difiant pr 
this flrudure, we paiTed through a . la 
where on each fide of ihe path, w< 
numbers of rats of a prodigious iizi 
burrowed in the eaith IHce rabbits, ai 
bout fo thick, that the ground was slun 
ed by them, letting us comewitkia ei| 
yards of them, before they would go i 
holes^ and having pafTed up to them, tl 
appeared above ground, Co that botl 
and behind u» were vafl multitudes t 
At the end of this field, which ii of ^ 
tent, is a garden of pomegranates plai 

«r<i11«>t» r»v*»f '■ *t/Viir}» tVi#» T?mr»prAr line 
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red all the EfigUjh captives to'be drawn up 
his palace. We went with the mufic play- 
g;, as before, and found the Emperor fitting 
ider a piazza ; but mounting his horfe, dtid 
ter the firfl compliments, waving his hand to^ 
the captives, he bad them go home with the! 
thbafTador into their own country; upon which 
ey all fell proftrate, crying, God blejs thy ptmv- 
, and \yere going out of the prefence, whreii' 
e Emperor caufing them to (lay, added, that 
J loved the AmbaiTador and all the EngUJh^ 
dufe he knew they loved him and his houfe, 
id that there fhould not be an Englijhman a 
ive in his empire ; then waving his hand a- 
Lin to the captives, they went away; and the 
mb^ffador returned the Emperor thanks for 
e honour he had done him ; after fome other 
inipliments, that Prince turning his horfe 
(Hoped away. 

On the 25th the AmbafTador went to vifit 
^uley Allyy one of the Emperor's fons, who re- 
lived him fitting on a filk carpet wrought 
ith gold in large flowers. He had two black 
3y8 fanning him, one of them dred in a veft 
r black and white flowered velvet, the other's 
as of yellow fpeckled with black. The 
rince's garment was of rich cloth of gold, 
'hey brought us chairs, and we fat down 
>r fome time/ the AmbafTador talking 
) the Prince by one of our captives, who 
:fted himfelf on his hands and knees, at the 
irefhold 0^ the door, and when he fpoke 
) the Prince, proflrated himfelf almoft clofe 
) the ground. Wc were then led. ud fttirs. 



In the nu^ft of the city liye the yc 
have a pla^e to themfelves, the gates < 
are locked at night. They have an 
to protefl them from beipg plunderec 
common people ; for as it is death fpr 
carfe, or lift up a hand againil the 
Moor^ the very boys kick them about 
pleafure, agdi^d which tl^y havQ no c 
9iedy but running awa^, 

Clofe to Mequinez oh the north rw 
and only divide4 f|*oi9 U by a road, 
large Negro tQWnj that takes ap t 
ground ^s the city ; but the houfes are 
10 high, nor fo wdl built. Its inhabit 
s^I blacks or tawnjes, out of whom i 
pcror Recruits the foldiers for his coar(. 

The Emperor who treated us wi 
civility, was named Muley Abdallah^ j 
laghty-feven years of age, about fifty c 
be had fpent on the tliroue. But the 
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»ft horrid tt€ts of cruelty, 4$Sty exercifed on 
: flavesy and his miferable fobjeds. Yet 
8 wretch was eHeemed a faint ; he was con- 
ually proftrating himfelf an the earth, to 
er up his petidons to Mahomet, and p^jpe* 
A\f exercising wanton a^ of inhumanity. 

his four wives, and the many thouiand 
imen he has had in his feraglio, during hi^ 
ng reign, he is faid to have had 700 fons able 
jnount a hoHe; but the number of his 
bhters is not knowti. 

Wii a thoufand pities that (6 tine si country 
Mid be fubje6t to a government that in the 
>ft effe^ual manner difeonrages induftiT and 
tprovement : For the cHmate is delightfo), 
ottgh too hot, and the foil extremely fertile^ 
oducing every thing thiM can contribute to 
e and pleafure, even beyond imagination^ 
ture in a great meafnre ibm>lyinjg[ the defi- 
Bncy of their induftry. They imitate At 
^mmards in their manner (yf tilling the ground^ 
bich produces great quantities of wheat* 
tfley, peafe^ beans^ hemp and flax; auhi 
ey reap three times between Ma;^ and ^tf* 
nhir. Would the government but counte-i. 
mce indufiry^ or At leaft allow the people 

enjoy in peace the fruit of their labour, 
le land would be capable of producing a 
indred times as nf uch as is now confumed in 
ic country ; for it is faid, that a hundredth 
irt of the land is not Cultivated. 
The chief commodities exported from thence 
•e tin, copper^ hides, wool, cordbvasis, 
ates. honev« wax. raifins. olives* alindnds. 
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gum-arsbict gum-fandrk, elephants te( 
p/irich feathers,, indigo, ^nd line jn^is. 

,?y* js the centre of the trade of this I 
mre^ . and from thence the caravans go 
Jilicca and Mediae J carrying goods into, 
Eali ; and from iheJfice largp caravans £zt\ 
f very year to Quinm* \ 

On the S7th of July, a little before fo«^ 
we left M^quine^t with the articles of pe 
figned by the Emperor, and travelling 
fame road we came, arrived at TetHon od 
1 2th of Augufi. Some of our captives \ 
there, and upon the road \ and one was dro^ 
ed in the river Akaffkr. We embarked m 
296 of thefc captives, who were all that w 
left alive, and had tiot turned Mttttrs. Fr 
them wp learned, that at our coming to I 
^idm% there were reckoned to be 1 1 00 Chr^ 
/laves in the Kingdom, about 300 of wh 
were En^Ufi?^ without reckoiiiiig nineteen v 
had embraced the Mahomstan religion ; th 
were /^oo Sfamardiy 1^5 Portugue/e, i^z Ffei 
$9 Putch^ 25 Geneefiy and 3 Greeks ; but fc 
or all thefe different nations had been indu 
to change their religion, and thereby loft 
hope of being redeemed . 
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CHAP. 1. 

iTfo JmlHfr carried into Aleieri, nuhre h it JhU 
fir a Siavif 0Md fi^utnT^ trHOed hy bis Mafttr^ 

' mfbo it/iirwtards fills bim^ Tbe lUninefi jhe*wn 
Inm U tbi Ettglilh Cvnfid 9/ Tuhis. Tbt 
trmel Manner bf tiubicb bis new Malfer 'prevails 
$M bim to tnm Mahometan ; an Jceonnt of tbe 
Ceremoniis, rf tbe Makometati fFetfbipin tbeir 
Mefynes. 

IHavinjg a ftrong incliaadon to the (et» en- 
teted in the year 16789 when I was aboat 
foarteen or fifteen years of age on board the 
Sfeedwellf at Lj^fint neat Exeter^ Mr. George 
Tiffkr, Matter, on a trading voyage to New* 
fimndlandf from thence to JKUoat from thence 
to the CoMoriiSf and fo home; but on oar 
coming near the coaft of Sfaint we had the 
misfiMtnne to be talien by an jflgerine rover, 
«nd carried to Jlfiers. 

On oar landing we were caniM to the 
Captain's houle, where wt were allowed only 
1>rnd ted water. The next morning we were 
driven to die Dey^s, who hiving chofen an 
dghth part of the ilUvei fer the fervice of. the 
jpuUic, the reft of as were driven to thennrket- 
phce for the fiile of Cbriiiantt who are dif- 
pofei of by way of aaoi^r bat: iafter the 
Didders have done bidding. dkeflavieiriHe driven 
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di^^ to advance above wliat v 
th^ marketf mav; but then whi 
die biddUg in' that place, beloo] 
piiatet bat to the Qex* 

I wMt bought by a iban who tr 
jdie QtiPDft cmelty, and though i 
cpli^moii ipr the A^ittMis to tionl 
aboot the religion of their iUvesj 
or.mafter» wu continiially -beatin 
to force me to become a Mmbomita 

, cmel n#n | lived aboot two or .\ 
and he theafentme'to fee. Z gl 
board, flattering myfelf with the 
being taken by fome vefieh belc 
Cir^i^fUf(^ .We were oot -^twp 
ivhtch we took only *<Mie Psitt^Ji 
Jheertiiink within me on.ttsbei 
retarn tp Jlgimt wherci I e^% 
edwith the fiiine aroeky by inv 
jler» whohadMdonihore. JJu 
iatisfa^ion, in a few, days after 
.that city, he ibid n^ tp a perfon 
the country ^ni, had many flayej 
ftians and Negroes.^ 
. Myfecmd patropn )mA t;diro b 
giiTf, and one at Turns -^ I was be 
•to be given to the latter, and wa 
ibmely drefled to i^^aoce theyali 
siept. Soon -after n)y patr^^n anc 
Titnist where we af rivej . within 
fifteen djiys. We immediately 
houfe of my mailer's brother. T 
iL young man^ my paitoon's t\« 

progd of'biLvipg^ Cbicijiian \.o nn 
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np H OT} 6 HtAigifr Inrii^ jaiid : i»t^ 

J^ nioat.Aathort mtte wrote on tbereli* 

gOQ of the Mah$metms9 none fcem b qualified 
r the talk M Mr. J^of JSmter, vwho'whea 
•7oaih wtttaken cAplivt by the w^jpywMr* and 
by ihc foree of toraent» in t ftrange froontry, 
vh^U^bad no Cir^i^. friend to comfort 
jM^imagthtB him, iraii vahaspily compelled 



i 



to fcem to cmbmcc the religion of the c« 
Perft^cution tnay, indeed, iliake the reft 
of the mind j but can never con vircc thi 
mem. Thus it happened with our Ai 
he was ilil! 3 Chrrfilan : yet as he aflani 
garb and manners of a Mahometan ^ he vi 
mitt^d into their mofqnes, and allowed 1 
the fuppofed facred places of Aitc^i 
MiMna* ' 

We htve already In the ^urfe of thh 
given an account of fuch of their cerei 
and opinions as fall within the public ne 
We jfiall here fhew their fuperftitions as 
as they appear to the Mah&mHanj then 
and defc/inc places which no Chrifiia^ 
lowed to fee : obje£b of curioSty^ and i 
tion that mufl appear to every inquifitivi 
as highly wortiiy of attention. But 
fame time we (hall here forbear to enter 
defcription of ,the country of Aigiers \ 
with the other pyratical ftates, we refer 
the learned pen of l>r. ^haw^ whoie ol 
tfons, in this refped, are more curio 
extenfive, 

• Particularly in Mr. Tbenf€nof% Travc! 
XII. from page 5 to page i^. 



c\ 
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roe walk after liim, to which I readily 
ited, from my defirc to fee the city. As 

attending my new mafler through the 
, I mel wiih a gcntkmati dreflt^d like a 
■fljf, who aflted me* if I was an EagUfi- 

I ai^Avercd, Yes, Ha then enquired^ 
came thither I to which I replied, \ came^ 
my patroon. He then defired to kno>v^ 
t'^s a Have, and I let him know that I 
ind that I came from ^igkn. Not being 
g to enter into farther difcourfe in the 
: Hrcet, he invited the young man on 

I waited to come to fee him at fuch an 
)f the day, and ip bring me to bis houfe, 

the yoQth readily,promifed. 
c gentleman was no fooner gone, than my 
; m after, to my no fmall pleiifure^ told 
hat he was the EngUfi conful. We went 

time appointed, and I was dire£led to 
amber, while the young fpark was eat* 
d drinking in another room ► The Con- 
ked me many queflions, and among th«- 
vhether I could write and underilood 
letic, and telling Lim I could do both 
biy well, he called for pen, ink and paper, 
lid ine write a line, on which I wrote, 
33r4iic my gniiic^ irr him ivlH I trufi. He 
d pleafi^d, and a/tef fome farther conver- 
, kindly told me, that if 1 were left in 

he would order matters to my fatisfac-. 
but if my patrooo defigncd to carry me 
again to Aigitr^ I fhould let him know it^ 
ig me, if 1 had ib muchlibeirt.^, l^ovW 
/coi7ie to come every dav xo.Y^^Vio^^^. 
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When I had been at Tunh about thil 
1, to my great grief, heard that my p 
brmher would not accept of me^ smi 
muft return to Algim, This news I i 
i^icated to the Conful, who endeavoure 
move my coricernj by telling use, that 
rwo ether EtjgUp merchants wonld E 
day endcavonr ta procure my redci 
thi?, indeed, they attempted, and ^ 
give 300 dollars for mc 1 but my pati 




poa 

oonttJbQted fay three only. Upon thi 
ing into tears, i Tictiirncd him a 1 
thatkks for his generous good-wiJl j w 
Conful laying hia hand oh my headp 
fervff God and be chearful, and who 
turned to B^ghndf he would prefer a 
to the Kln^ for me. 

Thus w^re all my hopes vanifht 
patroon returned with me to Jll^hn ; ai 
time after being m?.de Captain of a 
hor(<, took me with him to the cam 
hi« brothers being alfb in the army, th 
eft wasGontit7ually perfuading me to 1 
hometani and finding all his^argiMnei 
fcftaal, he applied to ray mailer, telli 
he had been a debauched man, and 
derer ; but that making me a profcly 
atone for his paft crimes. Upon 
mafter, the elder brother, began alfo 
faade and threaten me, atvd otie day 
barber camt to ihave Viim, Yve ^v4 
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»re hiniy which I did. He then ordered the 
)er to cat off my hw : I miftraftiog them, 
an to ilruggle; bat by mere force they 
off my hair, and then the barber ftrove to 
re my head, my patroon all the while hold« 
my hands. I kept ihaking my head, and 
ixptftriiung me in the face. My head was 
length with difficulty fhaved» and my Da« 
»n would then have me take off my cloaths, 
put on the Turiijh habit ; but I plainly 
I nim I would not : whereupon I was drag- 
.away to another tent, where we kept our 
virions, and there the cook and the fteward 
aped me, and one of them held me, while 
other Dut on me the Turkijb fi^arb. All this 
ie I Kept crying, and told my patroon» 
t though he had changed my habit, he coal4 
change m^ heart. 

The following; night, he afed entreaties that 
ould gratify him oy renouncing my rellgbn, 
dd him it was againil my confcience, and 
red him to fell me and buy another boy« 
> might perhaps be more eafily won ; but 
my part, I was afraid of being everlafting-^ 
damned, if I comjplied with his requefi. 
told me, he would pawn his foul for mine* 
made ufe of many other importunate ex- 
Sons. At length, I defired him to let mo 
to bed, and I woald pray to God, ajid if 
>and better feafbns fnggefted tp my miad 
changing my opimoo by the next mornings 
id not know what I might do ; but if I 
tinned in the fame mind, I dj^ficed Usd^ ^$^ 
M mciv 04 that fubjefiU ^ 
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To this he agreed, and J went to bed. Bt 
he had not p'itieircc to Ihy till the momit) 
for my afifwcr. He awoke mc in the mg\ 
^nd aflted^ what where my fentiments tio\\ 

- 1 told him they were the (amt as before 1 
which he {m^d my right hand, and etidfi 
voured to make me hold up tbe fore -finger, z 
they do in uttering the Mah^agtan creed j b^ 
1 betit itdowti with ail my force. When irt 
ing nothing was to be done without violena 
he called two of his fervantSj and commande 
thcnn to tie ap my feet with a rope to the po 
of the tent, which being done, he with a giti 
cudgel beat me on my bare feet^ and bein^ 
ftrong man, his blows fell very heavy, 
roareci out with pain ; but the more I erf 
the more furiourfy he laid on^ threatcnin 
that he would ballinado me to deaths if I di 
not turn, atid ftamping with hij foot on in 
month to ilop the noile of my crying. A 
which r begged him to difpatch me out of th 
WEiy ; but he continued b^aiin^; me- Havin 
endured this merdlefs ufage till I was read 
to faint and die under it, and yet faw him a 
mad and implacable as ever, I begged him t 
forbear, and I would turn. Breathing awhih 
he urged me to fpeak the words La Atta 
ellallab, Mohammed re/ul Allah : that is, Thei 
is but one God, and Mah(fmet the prophet t 
God. But I held him in fufpence, and at lengt 
told him, that 1 could not fpeak them: i 
which he was more enraged than before,* an 
fcjj upon me again in the moft barbarous mar 

net. After having lecAvc^TCi^tv^f iMix^\3tfy« 



Idig»n,be6ngfat hUai tackM. his.:ii^^ aA& 

mM$i ibat after Jirflibfte ii0l|»ife-l t0ld3iink «^ 

iMMd liim;in.f8^peBbe ibrae or. Jfobr timMr 

ipittid^ iudLiOvcTMiiietvbfy pain and teix^-^'t 

iB^^bk hand«:;{JBif Aniy^iiwaa hadctotAkiuMkl 
«ai&viea».talM9fcQ&ig|v,fteti:«nd.L;w^ iatttt 
hod.; /.bm wii6 . dn^Uft-^ial ftaad Jphi jmft«^ 

,isAtl this: cmm^piMkdiif one who tarn* 
MoAMaraR. hf • CQ$ififiSi<m' il; oo])i hotdtn^^p 
mcfari'in^tr of hia- ci^ Jiajtid> aiul^^piloa 
Mtoctdg tBio aborewordsa-.bttt'whep.tnf -|^ 
6B;volQiitarily.>tiBiijhfik>ni:^ rdigioitrMidML 
tUiom^i a- grctt idealt of iformJuty.ift^ftfiili; 
fa'duaoafe h«.£OCa.;to\jdpe Ab 

iWjr ank} JE>tiiEan fitiik ^lind Jfl«icIan^ghi8.wiUiBS!^ 
wm'Mhe %:]iUkmmunt4 bt^iA inountcd «ii * 
Sm iMkifey adoracdci withvnidi^t!ra|4»i0g«; -nid 
i9['V9xy.*iiaDdromdy. dinffiilli .wUhi« tortiaoticai 
Us hold ; . bat nathi^g'. cf£-. tbU it, to. be :<aibd 
Vf' wH t Ofily there i^ tireo hiin two o^ithree 
yaniaof broadfClotb^ whidiias laid before himr 
mtht faddlc. TLu;s he riJc^^ £1 round Eha 
iOiy^ .earning ^n arrow in his right han4> 
wldfh'llO Aolds ili'Ait up, thu^ lupporEjng the 
ibtf-fifigsf of his right haiicl, which he holds 
-m i^piflS it. He b attended wuh drums, and 
Other ;]Wft0c, with twenty or thirty perfons^ 
who march in order on each fide of tt^ trfa\fe^ 



kanetoH to all intents and porpofes. 
tended by fome writers, that when 
Toluntarily turns Maho7netan^ he thro 
at the pidture of Je/us Chrifi^ in tc 
difowning him ; but there is no fui 

Aboat two or three months after I 
a ilave, I had found means to fend 
my father, giving him an account of 
happened; to which I received a 
alflfediooate anfwer a few days after . 
thus induced by my patroon's barbari 
from my religion ; but in this anfw 
derly exhorted me to let no methods 
prevail on me to denv my bleffed Sa^ 
obfenred, that he had rather hear of 
than of my being a Mahometan, 

This letter threw me into the grea 
tion of mind, and a few days after, 
iecond letter to mv father in which 
know that I was forced by the crue 
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Kotwithftanding what I had doDe, I ftill lived 
i miferable life with my patroon, and was often 
b beaten by him, that my blood ran upon the 
ground; for a G6n^«» iJave^ does not by torn* 
■g Maimmetamf became free. Beiides he now jj 

lated me, from hb fufpe^tin^ my fincerity» 
ind on that account I ^red in many refpedb 
vorfe than my fellow ilaves. I lay with them 
n die ftable, aud alfo (Ull eat with them. Oar 
sroTifions were very coarfe, and moftly barley 
uread with four milk : but if a fheep happened 
D die the flefli came to our (hare. 

TfatHigh the M»bomttans of this country haw 
iH the outward appearance of religion, yet al« 
soft all kinds m wickednefs, except murder 
md theft are left unpunifhM. They are gene- 
tUy very fbrid in praying five times a day ; and 
In their numerous ablations, in which they ave 
extremely exad. I ihall more particularly de* 
fiaibe the woHhipof the mofques, which ChriJN" 
nvare not allowed to enter. Even the fenude 
iex of their own religion are excluded &om 
baving any (hare in the public woHhip. 

The clerk havine called from the (lecpU of the 
nofqae* the people immediately hafte thither. 
The infides oithefe buildings have neither pews 
nor feats, but a plain floor fprad over with mats, 
rxcept near the imam where carpets are (pread. 
The galleries are likewife fpread with mats. 
la the mofques are neither pidares nor fiatues, 
for they utterly abhor images, and the walls 
■re all white. On coming to the door the men 
put off their flippers, wsAkm \»xf&cM)ic» %ti^ 
potdDg the iblei of tVieir iW^^^* \o^x5c^% 

p 2 ^^K» 



place them before dieni9.aiidjca0di 
their heels. The Imam iii not 
the people; hh b«cki^.^3ft ,(«Mli 
but tlie Mezdnsor €)erb.i|$>pli 
Icry by thcmfelvesj \ vfbMy&i^ 
inotionf, and begin m&k a^dch Ui 
as they had beiore lOied- ia' calli 
i^eeple: that i^, '* (jioAit.|re«t.'4 
** i id!ti\y that themia DO^^Qodi 
'* J teiiify that Af4»w/.ii the J 
.«' God. 1 teiUfy diat MtihMtt hi 
*' f^rCod. Halk tojpnqaecs. ifofl 
** Haftc to a good L«in«ik'>Jf aft 
" work. Now prayevt aiq^^fl 
^f^fgf^en met liegtoiiuig.. Now 

SfiiGoi.. beifidet fiod.^ C^ iui it; 
i li| ii'di» all. thc: confcMdoit biii 
.iKflmlML .tx^getbet,.«id[la& them 
9nd at evejy kifi thcly toach tl 
with their thumbs, and then rii 
dhdr legSy they fland exadly dofe 
in even ranks. 

They all imiute the Imamin tl 
is to iboner on his feet than he.b 
thumbs to touch the lower part 
at which the Mezzin, or Clerk 
out ^* God is great," at the hear 
they all touch their ears, faying 
themfelves. The Imam then favs 
•ojit of the Koran, which bein| 
bows with his hands refting on 1 
which the Mezzin again makes th 
mation^ and when the Imam \v 
»nd it^nds upright, it is a^am \ 
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Th^ ImaA now placing his hands on his 
tiiighs, gently links on his knees, then flretch- 
es forth his hands on the ground, brings his 
ferdiead to touch it, at which he repeats 
again, ** God is great." The Imam then reco- 
Ters himfelfon his knees, with his hands on 
liis thighs, and ftretches his hands on the 
ground as before, the Clerk repeating the fame 
ezpreflion. All which poftures and ceremonies 
the Imam performs a fecond time, and the 
Mezzin ufes the fame words as the firft ; which 
being done, the Imam fits flill on his heels 
about a minute, with his hands on his thighs, 
aDd fixing hid his eyes on the iioor, fays a £ort 

Srayer, at the conclufion of which he looks over 
is right ihoulder, and then over his left, fay- 
ing at each WeJcome try Angels ; or Ptaet he t9 
jbu ; for they hold that every one has two An- 
geh to attend him, efpecially at the time of 
their worfhip. It mull be obferved, that all in 
the fame congregation nfe the fame geftnres as 
the Imam, and all at the fame inltant \ the 
Mexzin fpeaking loud is a fufHcient token 
when to how or rife ; and they all iland with 
their ^ces towards Mecca, 
. Ac the cdnclttfion of their worfhip, the 
imam who officiates at the upper end of the 
iDorqoe, kneeling in an oval place in the wall, 
and turning his face' towards the congregation, 
who are all upon their knees imitating him, 
he takes out nis beads, which arc ninety- nine 
in number, and have a partition between every 
thirty*three ; thefa^Jicy Xuxtv o\tT, j^xA. S«i 
^czchof the firft thirty -three x\ic'^ tva> A^rcCxx^ 
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G*^: Ibr the fecond thirty- thrte t 
Tinrnki ^ n God^ and for the diir 
tlircCf Go/ f> grwat^ Wbkh bdng e 
Imam with the whole ^iTrmbly, hok 
aands at a little di fiance from their fi 
ting up their filent ofiibns s ajkI to 
flUt &K90th down their faces with ch 
take up their dippers, and go their n 
In this ma^tinej they behave in th 
worihipt which laiis about aqaarter o 
and i& repeated with fome vari^idntis 
a day I and on Friday which ia thei 
the linaiD, with a ikznxti his hand, i 
or ieren fteps, and mak^ a kind of 
men about a (^uirier of aa hour long. 



CHAP. IL 

Tht Author is deU^versd frwi the Tyr 
Mafterj and it furchaftd by aim 
treats him kindly^ and takes him to I 
Medina. J Defcription ef thojt i 
of the Worjhip performed thesne, 
from thence, makes his e/cape, and 
£ngfand. 

Ik /f Y patroon with whom I live 
JI^J^ happily, and whofe cruelty, 
the uneafinefs of my mind rendered 
theQ» at length engaged in a rebe!^ 
the Dty, witk the ho|p»& o^ <)U: 
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oiEcc I but this at laA coft him hit lift i for be- 
log uken prilbner h« was beheaded. 

i wai DOW 10 hopci that my patroonfr or 
mifirefi would have given me my freodom; 
bnt this At refufed* and fold me in jtf- 
gkrt where I was led three days by the crver 
about the ftreett» and wai bought on the third 
by an old batchelor who employed me to dreft 
his meac» to wafli hit cloathi» and to do all 
ahofe things that is looked on u a fervent 
maid's work in Englmnd. I now wanted for 
neither meat» drink, cloatbs, nor money. 
After I had lived with him about a year, he 
refolved to make his pilerimage to Micca^ and 
to take me with him. Sfft went by fea to AUx* 
MuJrim in Egypt ; but in our pailage being taken 
fick» and thinking he fhould die* he took oiT 
ti girdle which he wore wider his ^(h» in which 
was much fpXA. and alfo my letter of freedom, 
which he intended to give me when at MneOf 
and bidding me put it on* he took my girdle, 
and put it on hinoielf i which was a convincing 
proof of his regard for. me ; but it pleafed Gel 
that be recovered. 

We ftaycd at Jkx^iria abont twenty days» 
and then tteered to Jt^fma where weentntd the 
HiU^ and failed op that river to Grmid Cmr§ *« 
where wefunufhed ourftlves with three or four 

^ We have already ^vtn a- v«ry putiroUr ae- 
couat of Sgyfif imbelliflicd with many platcfl from 
Dr. /Mvcfi^ and Mr Ntr^drnp te which wr rt far 
QUrrcadacs. ScsVoLXU. 
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months provifiortsj that were f 
our return to Egypt % and hired < 
11^ to ^tuw^y ^ Jmall town Atuate* 
the R^i Sia, We ibere embar 
after about a month's fail, came 
rd Ji^S&iPck about four days fa 
where all the pilgrimSj except i 
malefex, fldp oiFdIIthetrcloatht 
their bodies with only two wr^m 
heads bare, and fandals on tni 
Aiore and travel by land to Ait 
Jcorching heat of the fun fomet 
ikins o^ their backs and arm^, aoi 
their heads. However when i 
danger of ]ofing his health by th 
he mB,f lawfully put on his cl< 
dition, that when he comes to M 
Jheep, and gives it to the poo 
they we^r this mortifying habit 
lawful for them fo much i^s to 
or to kill a loufe or a fiea, thoug] 
fucking their blood. They are '. 
ter tain no enmity again (I any one 
ful over their tempers and paino 
a Arid government of the tongu< 
continual ufe of a form of devo 
Thefe aufterities laft feven days. 
At Gidda^ the neareft fea port : 
from which it is not quite a c 
we unloaded our ihips, and hen 
perfons who came to inftrudl t 
the ceremonies to be ufed in thei 
On oar arnval at Mecca^ t\\* a 
wJio were our guides, condu^^ 



i lb wl&di thf «iiiifo jbiBif: iie then dif«Ei-' 
.ttt to the fbiHitaik» ^irhere we performed oar 
kitKHiSy and then he took «• to die M^le» 
liwlewriog our fiiote with ootfiiAoftfM»di|i 
leerivethem; we«iit«ped it tte<dtei^^ciBMl 
I '-^^ «r Amm^ 'Htvng proceeded? ii ^ftw 
"" ' Idntfhblumd 



cei, oor giiide held Htf hb tend t6«verd tte^ 
^JUmkj and vttendhleiFetel wordtf whidi' 
» pllgrim» repeeted after him } b«irfisftg jmo' 
IM at the fiffhtM^ the biuld»|jl :Altfli> 
ikhwe ^irerelcdftMillmetroeiidib aaMMH 
TOcoadoAedintbtheifaeet whM*we^ 
nedmes to niQ»* ittid fimetiaieii to>'^4W Wirf 
Id^ tlie ^sfkM«belulvlng'whh^ Ae Miipft 
teand trembling I petfbming^ ttelk AfVrftii 
«» ceremmiiet' ij^di the af peanntithef i|h» 
>ft' extraordinary ^il^ro^. Thitf'lit^j'o^* 
i\-we letuned; and AMight Mi4ta«Mt-^ 

jf.' .: ; " ' 'i ■':•" •■. ' . ..I ^* :*;• moi; u^ 

AU the pilgiiaift Ainkiii their iMH^eifUe 
tf to idiprofe tlieiii^time wUle ^^f livat 
•rte; not only in ^doing their aceoAoeaed'BaQ^; 
d devotion at- the M)]^ -but eo ^eiid att. 
Ay kifote tim^ ihere»: and m 9d\wn theif: 
sMth will penult t» condi^e wandn|f|Mfid 
> Btai-Jtkk^ at one cbner^ whicfaiii*filiMh> 
a black ftobe* fifamed^n witli filter,' and e- 
r^^me they come' to that corner, 'tkiqrkiA 
t' ftone, and -hating goer fiDiiadiefei tlBMk» 
ey perform two: pH^W. Tkk lone they 
\ was fbnneily ifkne^ but dw fine of the 
olde^okirs it hlftve-*xittdiQi«i ViVtecki^' 



ftlvvf up to reading and a devour Uft 
each corner i^ a joineret or fteeple, fro 
the crkri call the people to prayers. * 
on each fide of the indofure, is cove 
gravd, except fome paths that lead to 
Jtiki. Thm are forty-two doojs in i 
baildiog jdiat optn into the fquai^. 

The Mi^'JUab^ which flands in tl 
is « i%uare folid Arudive near twenty*! 
each way» and about twenty feet high 
of lai^ ^ones perfedly fmooth and pla 
our the Icsaft carved work. It is covei 
ver from top to bottom with a thick 
above the nuddle part of the coverinj 
lers of gdd embroidered all rannd, tl 
ingof which I have forgot ; but i th 
were fome devout exprmons. Near t 
part of the building is a large br. 
thuough which palTes a great cottoa 
which the lower part of we covering 
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A^ whkh 19 their Sabbath. This coiFerfn^ of 
Jie door is fo thick embroidered with gold, that 
it weighs fevcral fcore pounds. The top of the 
finilding is flat and covered with lime and fand. 
It has a long fpoat to carry off the water when 
it rains, at which times the people throng and 
i^tig£^le to get under it, that the water which 
comes off the Btat may fall upon them, wbkli 
they eileem a great happinefs, and if they can 
catch fome of it to drink, their joy is exceffive. 

Round the Btat is a pavement of marble a<- 
bout fifty feet in breadth, on the edge of which 
ftands piUars of brafs near fifteen f&t high and 
twenty feet diftance from each other : above 
the middle part of them irdn bars are faflened 
reaching from one to the other, with glafs 
lamps hanging to each, by brafs wires, to give 
light in the night; for while the pilgrims day 
at Mecca^ they pay their devotions as mach by 
Bight as by day, 

About twelve paces from the Beat is, what 
ihty call, the Sepulchre of Ahrabam^ whom 
they fay by God's command built the Beat* 
This fepulchre is encloied within iron grates 
and has a very handfome embroidered cover- 
ing. At a fmall didance from it on the left 
haud is the well Zttnxtm the water of which is 
cfteemed holy. They pntend that it is as 
fweet as milk, but I could perceive no other 
tafte in it, but that of common water except 
its being fomewhat brackifh. The pilgrims on 
their firft coming to Mecca drink of it unreafon- 
ably, by which means they aTCT\CiX©w\N ^^"^^^j* 
hut their Qc{h breaks oui iu p\mo\t*» '^Vv^ 
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they call the purging of their fpiritual corrupti- 
ons. 

Many of them carry (bme of this water home to 
their reipedive countries, in little tin pots and 
prefent perhaps half a fpoonful of it to each of 
their friends, which they receive in the hollow 
of their hands with abundance of thanks^ fip- 
pin£ a little of it, and bellowing the reft on 
their faces and naked heads. 

Oppoiite each fide of the Beat is a fmall 
ilrudlure fupported on pillars where the Imam 
together with the Mezzins perform their devo» 
tions and faperilitious ceremonies in the figkt 
of all the people. Thefe Arudui^s belong x» 
four different fort of Mahometans, 

[To give a more perfect idea of this famons 
building we have given the reader the follow- 
ing plate, in which 

A is the black flone already mentioned. 

B carpets fpread on the ground to perform 
their devotions on. 

C The building in which is the well Zemzem^ 
the water of which is accounted falutary tothoic 
who drink it. 

D the gate of the Beat Allah conii fling of 
tvvo folding doors. 

E the fleps by which they afcend to them. 

F a pulpit from which the Imam haranguei 
the people. 

G the places where the four chief fe6ls of the 
Mahometans meet.] 

The Beat Allah is opened but two xlays in 

the fpace of fix weeks, one day for the men, 

snd the next for the women. K^ I v>'^s at Meci\i 
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lonthsy I had an opportunity of 
A^ice, an advantage whicli many 
the Hadgees have not met with. 
r have to do is to hold up their 
»ver each (houlder, and fay ffell" 
■f and then offer fome petitions } 
b devout that they will not fuffer 
zander. Nay, they fay, that one 
ad for gazing about. Difregard- 
lory, 1 now and then cail an ob- 
but found nothbg worthy of qo- 
wo wooden pillars to fupport the 
»ar of iron faflened to them, on 
hree or four filver lamps which I 
ut feldom if ever lighted. The 
walls are of marble, and the lat* 
' hung with filk, which is pulled 
Hadgees enter. Thofc who en- 
ly fcarcc half a quarter of an hour, 

wait for the fame privilege, and 

in, others are going out. 
lat will, have done this, the Sul* 

who is of the race of Mahomet, 
I himfelf too good to clean the 
d his favourites firft waih it with 
or Zemzem^ and after that with e|| 

The flairs which were b/ought V 

he door being removed, the peo- 
er the door to receive the fwecp- n 

ater on their bodies, and the be- 
9, with which the ^««/iff gleaned 
peices, and thrown out amongll 
n he that gets a fmall flick or twig 
: as a facred relic. 



loinr Kiuing mc camciv ano oiQaiiig 
tome. The old covering being puJ 
the flew one is pat up by theSnltan of 
ke cutting the old covering in piecet 
at a great price to the Hadgees. 
At Mecca are thouiands of blu 
,. j which none will afiright or abnfe, 

\ kill thein» whence they are fo very 

they will pick meat out of ones h] 
myiblf have fed them. They are 
pigeons of the prophet, and come in | 
to the temple, wnere they are ufu 
the Hadgees. — I have heard fom< 
ifhey pay fuch reverence to the Beat 
they will never fly over it ; but this 
^ I have often feen them fly over ii 

\\ The pilgrims before they receive I 

able title of Hadgu^ again put on t 

ging habit, and go to an hill calh 
rphaty or the mountain of knowlei 
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their garments of humility and mortification, 
with their naked heads, and their cheeks wet 
with tears ; with (ighs and fobs earneflly beg* 
gingy in a form of penitential expreffions, the 
semiffion of their fins ; and promiiing newnefs 
of life, and this continuing for the fpace of 
foar or ^st hours. After this they all at once 
receive the title of Had^ee from the Imamy 
which they from thence enjoy till their death. 

Immediately upon their receiving this name» 
the trumpet is founded, and the^ all leave the 
lull CO return towards Mecca. Having proceeded 
two or three miles, they reft for that night ; but 
after their devotions, each perfon gaUiers 49 
fmall (tones about the fize of an hazel nut. 

The next morning they move to a place 
called Mina or Mmat where, they fay, Ahra^^ 
ham went to offer up his fon, and there they 
all pitch their tents, and then every Hadgee 
fthfows feven of the ftones he has gathered at 
a fmall pillar, crying, Siomtht Deinl^ tmdihem 
jJbat pkaje him. There are two other of the 
like pillars fituated near each other, and at each 
of the three, they, the fecond day, throy/ feven 
ftones, and the fame number the day afWr. It 
is obfervable, that after they have thrown the 
&ven ftones on the £r(l day, the country peo- 
ple having brought great flocks of (heep to be 
^U, each perfon buys one, and facrifices it : 
ibaie of the flefh theygive to their friends and 
the poor, then pull oft their penitential habits, 
and fpend the three days in feftivity and re* 
joicing ; but during this time, tlki^x^ «(^ ^x^i 
who dre able, who do not tun ouc^ ^x. \ta&-,\ 
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tiolls» reflirn back to Mina. 
' ■ mit-thtce tiays being expired they^all return' 
to MiMMp where they muft not ftay above ten ar 
twdvo'dtvs;, during which a great fair is held, 
in wUch u fold all forts of 2^/ Ifii^a goods. 
AIihM every one now buys a fhrotid of fine 
liDlHAi ^ to bf; burled in, for the advantage of 
haTJIfe; it -dipped in the holy- water; and thti 
tbieftte (nrc to carry with them wherever they 
go; ^^^e Evening before they go from Mir^a 
W!^tri^?Ms takes a folemn leave of the Beat 
jiIlaifiMt\ which they retire backward*, hoW- 
ing'ip^beti hunds and oiFering up their peti- 
ttom^wtril their eyes Hxed on the building tilt 
dl«f tevinoft fight of it, and then they burll 
intoteirs.' 

Mecca 18 iitoated in a barren fpot aboyt a 
dayk Jioisrney from the Re J Sta^ and is fwrfoiaiA' 
ed by* a^^reat nomber of little kills/ Itb ynAi^ 
cot AiniUs, and the batldings rery m^n* :Tlie 
climate is exceeding hot, whence the iftlto^ 
tantfty efpecially the men, ufually fle^ oil^ 
tops of tne houfes or in the ftreets before Aeir 
doors. "Some lay their bedding ; on a thin ttiatt 
on the ground, and others have a flight fitflMj 
on which they put their bedding out hitSm 
they bring it out they fweep the ftreetsand 
water them. I ufually lay on the top of the 
houfe covered only with a linnen cloth dipped 
in water, and wrung out ; when I awoke I 
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found it dry, and therefore wetted it agsun, 
and this I did two or three times in a night. 

On oar leaving Mecca we pVoceeded on ca- 
mels to Medina^ where Mahomit lies entomb'd. 
This is but a fmall mean town ; but it is wall'd 
round, and has a large mofque, in one corner 
of which is a place built about fourteen or 
fifteen paces fquare, this building has fpacious 
windows fenced with brafs grates. On the 
iniide it has fome ornaments. It is covered 
with a dome, and has a number of lamps : 
ibme relate that there are no lefs than 3000 of 
them ; but I am fare there are not above a 
hundred. In the middle of this place is the 
tomb of Mahomet forrounded by nlk curtains 
like a bed : but none of the Hadeees are per- 
mitted to enter it; for the Eunuchs alone go in 
to light the lamps, which bum by night. It is 
pretended by fome, that Mahomet* s coffin is fuA 
pended by the attractive virtue of a loadftone, 
fixed to the roof; but thi? is falfe ; for when I 
look'd thro* the grate of the window, the 
curtains that covered the tomb were not half 
(b high as the dome, ib that it is iihpofiible the 
coffin fhould hang there ; nor do the Mahometans 
pretend that it does. 

mM^n our leaving Mtdlnai we pafied thro' 
Wfyf^i .*ind having reached Alexandria^ I was 
walking with znlrijh Renegado on the quay 
where we faw an Engijh boat with a man in ir, 
whom the Renegado earnellly deiired me to 
fpeak to, which 1 was a^aid of doing, how- 
ever, 1 at laft aftcd him fankt c^\SLtft\otv%, ^Vv^ 
pattde him enquire where 1 \e«itk\. EnglTjb, "^ 

0.3 "^^^ 
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The next day, when I wai agai 
i^bferved the (axneman and another 
Bun, who ranning up to me, hu 
his arms crying, / am glad u fee t 
my Uatrt. At Srft I did not know 
lold me who he was, when I foo] 
^ysp we had been play fellows. 
4eftrous of having farther talk wi 
be preifed me to drink a glafs of 
Zttfufed. He then invited me to a i 
bat I told him 1 could «ot go, bee 
bif faU of Mabomtans. I howe' 
after the heakh of my father, an( 
4nd be told me, that he iaw my i 
^ffihsc he left SngtoMd. At;ny del 
promifed to carry a letter &r me, 
ti^s fent by him a Turkife pipe i 
% ilk porfe to my modter^ and ga 
for himfidf, telling him that X 
would find out fome way for my 
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»y giving room for fuch 9 fafpicioiiy made me 
thus cautious. 

On my return to Algiers^ I entered inCo ^e 
armvy and jny generous mafter who loved mc 
as if I had been his Ton, freely gave sne my 
board, and let me know that he pr^poied to 
leave me fomething confiderable at fais death : 
but notwith (landing this pleafing profpedt, and 
all the gratitude 1 felt for his Idndnefsy the 
hopes of being retaken, made me leave him 
and go to fea ; out my wifhes were not granted : 
At length the grand Seignor lending to the 
jOgerines for ibme (liips, 1 refolved to go in 
one of them, flattering myfelf with the hopes 
of makine my efcape at Sfmms. 

I had lome time before been afili^ed with a 
humour in one of my eyes, on which I applied 
to an Englifi ilave who underfbod phyiic and 
forgervy and who lived with Mr. ButUr, an 
£ff^/^ merchant, and he undertaking the cure^ 
I went twice or thrice a day to be dre&d, where 
being in no fear of beinefeen by a Mah^meiattf 
I frequendy took up a Sible and read in it. 
One day being found thus employed by Mr. 
BntUr^ he feemed to wonder at it ; but all I 
dared to tell him was, that I had no hatred to 
^e Bible. In a little time growing better ac- 
'*^|«iainted with him he invited me to dinner, and 
among other things had a piece of bacon ; but 
I had the precaution to refufe to tade it. He, 
however, foon found the way to remove my 
referve, and I opened my whole heart to Ixmy 
on which he promifed to ai&^ m^ 1^ yew Vv 
power to make my cfcapc, and N^a^^oVisA^ ' 
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tion to Mr. Raye, Conful of Smyrna ; 

j me, if I Ihould be in danger of d 

I j difcovery, to convey it overboard, 

fafety. 

With this letter I fet fail with 1 
fleet, and on our arrival at Smyrna^ I 
it to the Conful, who having read il 
the Interpreter to withdraw, and as i 
was gone, afked me if I was the n 
tioned in the letter. I told him I w 
obferving that the defign was very d 
and that if it fhould be known to \ 
that he was any way concerned in it, 
coft him his life and all he was u 
added, that however, on Mr. Baker* s 
he would do me all the fervice in his 
but cautioned me not to come to li 
except upon fome extraordinary occai 
A day or two after this, I found 



- In a month's time it was cry'd ibi9ttt the' 
city of Smyrna^ that all Algerines {h<Sxx\& xt^KkV 
to their fhips. All this time no EngUjh or 
Dutch ftiips came to Smyrna ; it was therefore 
agreed, that to prevent fuipiciony I 'fhould go 
to Sciv with the Algerines^ which I accordingly 
didy and ftaid there till the Alger ines were gone ; 
bat fometime after returned to Srttyrnay where 
I kept myfelf very private, till a French fhip 
was ready to fail. 

On the evening before her intended depar- 
ture I went on board, dreffed like an Englijh^ 
mattf with my beard fhaven, a campaign perdke, 
and a cane* in my l^and, accompanied by three 
or four of my friends. The boat that car- 
ried us aboard was brought juft to the houfe 
where I lodged ; and as we were going into it, 
there were fome Turks of Smyrna walking by, 
but they had happily no fufpicion. 

My good friend Mr. E/iot had agreed with 
the Captain of the fliip to pay 4?. for my 
paifage to Leghorn ; but neither the Captain 
nor any of the Frenchmen knew who I was. 
After they had brought me fafe on board, they 
took their leave of me, and told me, that if 
the (hip did not fail the next morning, they 
would viiit me again, which accordingly they 
did, bringing wine and provifions aboard, and 
were very merry, though I could not help 
being extremely uneafy till the fhip had made 
fail : nor did I enjoy the lead peace of mind 
till we reached Leghorn, where, as foon as I 
came afhorc, in a tranfport of Jo^^ t ^x^x-axs.^ 
myfelf, and kiifed the cwtYi, \A^i!^t\^ ^^^^vgc^xi 
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9iany ipftances of civility from flu 
lji€ road ; but the very jfirfl night I i 
in my native country, I was im]>reflcd 
Sink's fervic^y we being at that tin 
vitb frmce. And though I made k 

rndttion, ^cc^uainting tbtfin. how m 
h^ been in flaveiy, and begg^c 
liboty with tears, yet I was canie 
c&f^«r priibn» where I lay fome days 
) was there I wrpte two letters, oi 
fiuher, and the other to Sir fFiUiifm 
who was one of the Tutfy or Sa^rua 
in lAitdoH, and on whom I bad a (mi 
a little money. Jm a few days J 
aboard a fmacjiii diat i^aa to carr^ 
Drefled men to thr/)itfiuAraf^ man ei 
I had not been long iJhefeMofc my 
called, there ^ing a l$ttft for me, 
my great, furprize and joy, I foiux 
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tity firff bofinefs on my aMivaf at tMutifHp 
was' to waif on that worthy smd honourable 

E*eman, to pay him my thanks for fuch a 
lar iavoar. After which I made what 
I C4iild toJSxetifi whei6l at ftft zrOMi 
to the great joy of my father, and my other 
relations and frifnds, arar bebg abfent above 
fixteen years : Bat I had the gnef to find that 
my mothei had died.^boiit a year befvt my 
leto^i* 
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C H A P. I. 

Of the manner of trailing //z Barbary : 
Defcription of Tkmfan, the ivefern I 
and its Antiquities y particularly of the 
Oran, Sherfhell, and Tremcfen, en T 

TH E Author, whofe ingenious def 
of the Holy handy we have ac 
Mr. Mawidrell\ XX2iV€i%* y has in his ace 
Barhary, ranged his obfervations unc 
tin6l heads, without mentioning the time 
or manner in which they were made ; 
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the method of furveying thefe countries ; the 
diet and repjcption of the traveller, with the 
faardfhips and dangers to which he is expofed^ 
ought not to be pafTed over in filence, he gives 
the reader in one view, fuch material circum- 
ilances and obfervations, as might have been 
4ifperred thro' hi« tr^yek. 

The reader, is therefore to be informed, fay* 
fie, that in the (eyeral maritime towns of Bar^ 
iary v/hereBrittJh faflories ase eflablifhed, I was 
entertained with extraordinary marks of gene- 
roOty and friendihip, having the ufe not onljr 
jof their houfes, but of their horfes, their Ja- 
nizaries and fervants. In the inland towns and 
villages there is generally a houfe kt apart for 
the reception of Grangers, with a proper officer 
to attend it, where perfbns are lodged and en- 
tertained for one night, at the expence of the 
community, in the bed manner the place will 
afford : but except at thefe, and the places be* 
lore mentioned^ I met with no houfes of en- 
tertainment, thro' the whole courfe of my tra- 
vels. The furnifhing Ourlelres with tents would 
not only have been attended with expence an^ 
trouble^ but would have raifed the fufpicion of 
the j^raifs : if therefore in the courfe of our 
travels, we did not fall in \vith the hovels of 
the KaByUsj or the encampments of the Jrabs, 
wc had nothing to proteft us either from the 
fcorching heat of tjie fun by day, or the cold 
of the night, unlefs we had the happinefs to 
jind a grove of trees, the ihelf of a rock, or 
ibmetimes by good fortune found a cave. WK^^ 
this happened, which waaiii4fctd.>i\xvSsJAa'a^i 

Vol. XVLL R ^ 
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When travelling fii SarCary^ we 
fortunate as to find an encampment of t 
for we were not fond' of vifiting tHc 
who are notfo eafily managed, we wc 
tained for one night on free coft, 
nifhed with a fufficient quantity of p 
for ourfelves and our horfes ; beiides s 
milk, and a bafket of raiins, dates, 
other dried fruit, gcneroufly prefent 
upon our arrival, the matter of the te 
wc lodged, fetched us, "according to i 
ber of our company, either a kid, : 
Iamb, or (heep, half of which was im 
]y boiled by his wi&, and (erved up i 
cufu ; the reft was dually roatted, 
fcrved for our dinner o/ breakfaft the i 

But though the tents of the roving 
may (belter us from the weather, the 
without their inconveniencies f for the 
the dews to which we were every nighi 
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to a weary traveller. Indeed upon fight of 
one of thefc vencmous creatures, a thaleb of 
writer, who happened to be one of my Spahees, 
,ifcer he had muttered a few words, exhorted 
•as all to take courage, as he had made it tame 
and harmlcfs, by his charms and incantations : 
we are alfo no Icfs offended by their kids, calves 
and other young catde, thaft are «very night 
6cd up in the tents, to prevent their fucking 
their dams ; for the cords being generally made 
of loofe fpun yarn, they were continually 
Jbreaking loofe and trampling over us. 

When we were entertained in a courteous 
:tnanner, which was not always the cafe ; I ufed 
to give the mailer of the tent a knife, a couple 
of flints, or a little Englijb gunpowder, which 
being much ftrongcr than theirs, they highly 
eftcem, and k^ep it to ferve as priming far their 
fire-arms : and rf his wife was obliging in mak* 
ing ©usr cufcirfii (avoury and with expeditionf, 
ihe would return a thoufand thanks for a pair 
of fciffars, a large needle, or a (kean of thread, 
which are great rarities. » 

During the exceffivq lieats of fumtner, and 
particularly when we were afraid of meeting 
with a party ofthe Arah freebooters, we travelled 
in the night, which according to pheir proverb, 
'halving no eyes^ few i)f them dare to venture 
abroad, from their not knowing what dangers 
and ambufcades they may fall into. Wenad 
then frequent reafon to call to mind the words 
.of the Pfalmift*, ** Thou makeft darkncfs that 

• Pfal. cVvi. X. 
1L% 
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** it may be mght i wherein alJ the beaflsof 
**|ihe foreits do move. The Uons roaring after 
■* their prey;" tke leopards, -hyseaas, and a 
variety of oiiier ravenous beaib calling to and 
anfwering each other; the diJFerent fexes, by 
this uieans^ perhaps, Ending cut, and corref^ 
pond in e wi^h their mates ; ihefe Tottads awful- 
ly broke in upon the folitude, and deilroyea 
the ideas of the fafety we foiflgbt for by tra- 
velling at this feafon, 

Wt did not always take ftages of the fame 
length p. fer when under the apprehciifion of 
danger, wc travelled through all die by-pathi 
that were knovv^n to our condyflor^, without 
lefling, fotnetimcs twelve or fifteen hours to* 
getJuzr; but an ordinary days Journey^ exclu- 
Sve of the time taken up ifk^ making obfervati* 
ens, fcldom eAceeded eigJit or niae nours- W^ 
conllartly rofe at break of day, and fettmg for* 
wrinl whh ri>',- kin, trax"^I]L;d till the middle of 
the afrcrnocn, when we, began to look out for 
the encampments of the j^rais ; who, to pre- 
vent fuch parties as ours coming to live upon 
them, chufe fach places as are leall confpicu- 
ous. And indeed, uulefs we difcovered the 
fmoke of their tents, heard the barking of their 
dogs, or obfcrved fome of their flocks, it was 
with difficulty, we were able to find thetti,and 
all oar labour was frequently inefFcitual. When 
we came up with them, we were accommodat- 
td, as 1 have already faid, for one night, and 
if in travelling the next day 

-Wi 
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A miv repafi^ or an untafied fpringy 
U^e bltfi our ft or s^ and thought k luxury, 

Addison. 

In the Holy Land^ and upon the ifthm^s be- 
tween Egypt and the ked Sea, our condadon 
cannot be too namerous ; but in Barhatyy where 
the Jrabs are under great fubjedtion, I was 
rarely attended by more than three Spahees. 
and a fervant, all of us well armed : though we 
were fometimes obliged to augment our num- 
bers, particularly when we travelled among 
the independant Jrabs on the frontiers of the 
neighbouring kingdoms, or when two con- 
tigious clans were at variance ; thefe and the 
freebooters make no fcruple of robbing, plun- 
dering» and murthering, not only ttrangerst 
but one another. 

The beft method to prevent falling into their 
hands, is for a traveller to he always dreiTed in 
the habit of the country, or like one of the 
Spahees. For the Arabs are jealous and inqui« 
fitive, fufpe^ing every ftranger to be a fpy, 
and fent to take a furvey of thofe lands, which, 
at one time or other, they afe taught to fear 
will be reftored to the Chriftians. 

I cannot help here obfefving, that a traveller 
can fcarce fail of falling into a ferious train of 
thought, when he obferves fuch large fcenes/of 
ruin and defolation as are feen in tl\c€i cwiSf 
tries. He is /truck with the {oV\tw^e o^ ^^ ^'^^ 
Jomesand porticoes that areUk^^Ltv^vcw^g,,^^^ 
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^iRory tefls him were cncf crowded with mha- 
Litants ^ where Scyp^ax and Mafinijffi^ Sd^a 
HXid Ci^/ar I whrre the Orthodox Chrijltam and 
the Arianu tbe Saracem ancj ihe Tur^j have tn 
their turns giv^en laws* Every pile, eiwrv heap 
of ruins points out to him the wcakncfs and 
inftability of al] hunian art and contriv2ficc» 
reir.inding him of 4^he many thnufands that lie 
turied beTovv, now ioft in oblivion, and forgot- 
ten to the world. 

Two of the inoflcoDfiderable(3iftri£\s of that 
part of Afrka^ whidi LittiT ages have diftin- 
guiihed bythc name of Bar&aty^ are the king- 
doms of Algifrs^ and Tunis, T^e former b 
bounded on the north by the McSiermvean Biai 
on the eaft, by the river Z/wwf, the ancient 
Tw/ra, which fepurates it from Trmu ; on the 
/oath, by the Et^km-a^ or de(;irt ; on the wefti 
by the village of T^tsunt and the mountains of 
Trar^^, uhich feperate ll from Msroat^. Ac- 
coniing to ;he cxadcll obferva'^ion** I could 
make, 1 find, its true length from Tivunt to 
Tai^^irka^ tO be 460 miles, it extending from 
16 minutes weft longitude from Li^nJm. to the 
river Zjo-Zw in g^egree:> 16 minuttrs eafli* To 
^he well it is generally about 60 miles broad 1 
snd the caftern pnrt i.^ no where l-.^fs in bread rh 
than 100 miles. This country i^i ^f prefent di- 
vidi^d into three province;;, that of TJcmfixtt to 
the vvt ft ; the provincti of Tiiiirie to the Ibulh, 
^ nd n f Cf ttfiiiiitta mtheenftct ^/^ Urs . Eac h 
of thefe provinces is ^ovi^rr^ed by a Bty or Vi- 
rtror, appfiintcd and r^vuustd 'it ^le.iiure by 
the b'^v of JJrurs. 
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The remarkable chain of hills which Geo- 
graphers fometimes place between this coantry 
and the Sahara y and at others within the do- . 
minions of Algiers^ I take to be a continuation 
of Mount Atlasy though they are not fo high 
as they are reprcfented by the ancients ; for 
thofe parts of them which I have feen, iare rare- 
ly equal to fome of the moft lofty niountains 
in our ifland ; and I queftion whether they arc 
.any where fo high as the Alpi or the Appenines, 
If you form the idea of a number of hills, 
ufually of the perpendicular height of four, 
five, or fix hundred yards, with an eafy afcent, 
adorned with groves of fruit and foreft trees, 
•rifing fucceffively one behind another, with 
liere and there a rocky precipice, and place 
upon its fide or its fummit, a village of Ka- 
3y/esf encompafTed with a mud wall, you will 
have a jufl and lively idea of one of thcfe 
mountains, and you will have no occafion to 
"heighten thepidture, with the imaginary noc- 
turnal flames, the melodious founds, or the la^- 
fcivious revels of the fictitious beings attributed 
to them "by the ancients. 

^^vmnt -and the mountains of Trara^ are the 
weflern conlines of the province of Tlemfan^ as 
the river Ma-faffran^ at near 206 miles diilance, 
i)Ound8 it to the e aft. This province is almoll 
equally dillributed into mountains and valleys. 
. T*wunt the frontier village of the Algerines to 
the ita, is fituated about four leagues to the 
fouth-weft of Cape Hone, and defended by a 
fmall fort, this Cape is the larged a-vidc^x.^ 
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of the moH conrpicuows promcncorbs to th< 
^il\\^ard of the Sivc M^va or MelUsia. 

At foine diibnce from the above Cape h ilie 
fiver Tafk&t On the wcflern banks of whkb, 
almoJl contt^uotts to. the iea, are the rain* of 
tHc ancient Stga, once a royal city of the Ait* 
mit^iafi Rings. 

The firft tovvn on the coafl of any note, is 
the city of kFarr^fit commonly called Orxn; 
which is about n mile in circumference, aiitl 
fituaced on a declivity near the foot of a. moun- 
tain j on the fummk of which are two caftlcs. 
Within lefs than half a furlong of thj» moun- 
tain » is another ca A k in a iltuatton fomesvhat 
Mghcr than the two former ; but a large vale 
flying between them, their refpc^ive rjdges 
«re fo remarkably difunlted» i6 to form a con- 
venient Idnd mark for mariners. To ihefoutfi 
and foach^eait ar^ two other cadles ere£tcd ttpon 
the fame level wkh the lower part of the town, 
but feparated from it by a deep winding valley, 
%vhkh may be confidcrcdas a natural trench to 
the fouth frde of the city^ In the upper part of 
this valley is a fprin^ of excellent water above 
afootindiitraeter, which forming a rivulet, a- 
dapts it* courfe to the fcveral windings of the 
Tttlley, and p ailing nnder the walls of the city, 
plentifully fupphe^ it wiih waiter- At every 
opening of this valley we fee fnch a confafed 
vicwof precipicesj plantation/^ of orange trees, 
and Hlls of water trickling down from the 
TDcks as appears extremely dcHghtful ; forna- 
tij re rarely difplay&ftid^ a ^ma>j q^ ^x^t^^ 
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and cool retreats. Near this fine fpring is s(- 
nother cadle, which is alfo an imponaiu de-* 
fence to the city. 

Three of thefe cdftles are regular po[ygon» 9 
but the other two ; that is, the higheii upon th^ 
ridge^ and the. eailermoft of thofe before tb« 
town, are of a different form, and baih lik^ 
our old Englijh caiUes with batderaents and 
4oop-holes. 

The 6ity of Oran has only two gates, both 
of which .open into the valley. The Gaii tf 
the fea^ the name given to that neareft to. the 
port, has a large fquare (ower cre^ed over it* 
which upon occafion, might be converttd iivtO 
a fort. Adjoining to the upper gate^ called the 
Gate of Tlrm/an, is an oblong battery ; and the 
citadel raifed on the highclt part of tSe dty 
towards the north- weft, has all its angles mount- 
ed with cannon, while Che lower and oppoiiee 
corner towards the north-caft is defended by a 
regular baftion. 

The Spaniards on their takii|g this city^ btfilt 
ieveral beautiful churches and other edifices in 
the Roman ftyle, but o( \tk ilrcngth and folidi- 
ty, and have alio imitated them in carving upOn 
the friezes, and other convenient places^ in- 
fcription in large chara^rs in their own lan- 
guage. 

Three j^^/ft/i/r miles iirom Oran is Arzenja^ the 
ancient Arfenaria^ behind which the countJ^ 
extends in rich champain grounds y but on the 
other iide we look down Upon the fea, front 
precipices that are a natural ^a^e-^>aax^ xa ^^cv^ 
city. YQX\\iQ, water at preCtivt vxfe^\i^ ^^^ '^'^^ 
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habitants, is drawn from wells be!o\ir the pre- 
cipices, that appear aa old as the cityj bat 
this water being beneath the furface of tbt fea 
is brackifn : however, Co procure the advan- 
tage of frcfli water, the city was built on d- 
flerrs cut in the rock, in order to collect tliat 
which fell in rain, Btit tfiough tlie/e fl:i!l fiib- 
fjftj they are converted to a very different ufcj 
and fcrv^ the inhabitants as cavei^ to dwell la* 
Aniong the ruins of the ancient city are feac- 
cered levcral capitals^ b;ifes, and ihafts of co- 
latnns; a well wroyght Coriritht&n capital of 
Panafi m^rhk fup ports a fmith's anvil ; and iQ 
the Cadi's hotife I accidentally difcovered a 
beautffiil Mofaic pavement, through tiic renli 
cf a i-a^^ged carpet fpread ovpr it. There li 
hcTc alfo a fepukhral chamber fifteen feet 
fquare, built plain without niches or any other 
ornaments ; though on the walls are fevcral 
Lfi/iii in r:ri prion s in Romftr: capitals ► 

Five miles to the fouthward of ^r^etv is 
a large fpace of ground full of pits, from 
which the neighbouring people are fupplied 
with fait. This commodity from the facility 
of digging it, and the ^ortnefs of carriage to 
the adjacent port, would^ under any other go- 
vernment, be an invaluable branch of trade, 
the pits being inexhauflible. 

Thefe fait pits take up an area of about {\x 
miles in compafs, furrounded with mountains. 
Jn winter this fpace appears like a lake ; but in 
fun.mer the water is exhaled by the heat of 
the inn^ and tUe fait left behind criftalized. 
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Five miles to the caft of Arzi^-w we pafs by 
iwo galley ports, under fome fteep rocky clitfs, 
>ne of which opens towards a place called Mu-* 
ligannim, and the other towards Arzew, BotU 
eem to have been imder the prote^ion of a fore 
Ituated above theni» that was formerly fup- 
slied with water from an adjacent mountain^ 
by a conduit that might be eadly repaired fos 
afe. 

TKe next town to which we came was Ma^ 
Offfrant or MuTMchran^ an inconiiderable place» 
encompafled by UMid walls, and iituated upoa 
the weilern declivity of a range of hills, within 
a furlong of the fca. In travelling between 
this place and Muftygannim we were entertained 
with the profpedi of a n amber of orchards, gar- 
dens and country feats, iranged ki a beautiful 
variety along the (hore. A chaiii of hills 
bounds them to the fouth and fouth-'eaft, which 
not only intercepts the noxious winds from 
thefe plantations ; but every where breaks out 
in fountains to cherrili them during the hotter 
I'eafons. 

Near it is the city of Mufyyanmm, whicK 
was once an epifcopal fee, when this country 
was in the pofTefliou of the Ckrifiians, This 
lafl place is bigger than Oran^ and built in the 
form of a theatre, with a full profped of the. 
Mediterranean \ but on every other fide is en- 
clofed up by a circular range of hills that hang 
over it. The inhabitants have a tradition that 
the prelent city was compofed of feveral conti- 
guous villages, and fome vacant ^^?LC.t^>a«.v«^^^ 
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Dtlirii ftcme^ ami iiu viKfiiirr came u 

m6tp'ftga\sa pumnei^^'with a turkip 

hr hs (iSlence ; but the city being t< 

ej^fed CO any body of men that Qijg! 

tfaemfelv.es on the lulls behind it» its | 

flrength lies ia .the citadel ereded fipQ, 

Able efuioeRciesySwIiidi higfkfnll cQm 

die dty and coonciy aroand it. 

' Hie fpoA tnafonnr and beauty Ril 

fenraUe in feme waUs and a cattle to tl 

jtftitt reoder it probable, that they f 

belonged CD fdHie R^ipm fabricr^ bat* f 

h^eex with any tfaif;i£;th^t had die appe^ 

the)Ui(9enc architmure. |foWever, b 

Jfy^ma^msmd Ma/agran are fo co^iouny 

«ririi ii^tcr^ (6 connnodioafly fituated ; 

card to the ferdle and extenfive dbwni 

th09» and enjoy iiich a deli^h^al pro 

the jiea and its toaft, that th^y Teem (iai 

valoable to be negle9:ed by the Ramu 
z- :« -.w^u^ui^ «.L«rL^«* «.«. *k^ ^u,. 



the north weft of thU plaix-, in ihc moutii 0^ 
the ahelltjft the moft confitlcrabk rivei- in the 
Kingdom. 

FsLrtber to the caft-^orth-raft^ atafiiiall di- 
flancc Irum the lea, i* 7>i^i or T$Mmj, wltich 
though in a low dirty iituationi was before the 
conquefts of the Bnriare/fe, the fneiropojis ol 
one of the petty Kiiigdnnu of thi« coitntry* It 
biii now only a few mifcrahle lioufe), with a 
little brook winding by them ; but it hfti been 
long fiimoui for the f^rcat cjunntity of corn Ihip- 
ved off frnsti tltciicc lo Chiiilrndois. The Mcttn 
bave a tradition that the Tuijfuns Vicrt formerly 
in futh rcpuuuon for forcciy, that Pk^m^tt fent 
for the wtlcU of thciu to dilputc miracles with 
>/0>j» and they arc fttll the grcauft cheats of 
all this country. 

farther to the call ward is the city of ^ker* 
fnll, where the inhaUtanti are f.imoui hir 
nuking earthen vcHblf, ilcci, and fuch iit)n 
ware aft are in demand among the nrigM»ourinj* 
KjabyUs and Arah. It confitU of low tiled 
hollies, and is a mile in circuit : but wac once 
much larger, and the (eat of one (Kf the petty 
King* of the country. Thii town i> fiiuatfid 
amidft the ruins of si city that was not mmh 
inferior to Canh't^e in extent. Thrfe ruini 
arc a proof of iiii f^irm r mugniriccnce ; for 
they aoound witli fine c-.pit:il%, cr»lunMi», ca- 
pacious ciftrrns, and benuiitul Muf.iic juvr 
mcnts. 'I 'he water of the ri vrr HaJL^m^ T^ it 
is now called, wni ci^nvryrd thither through a 
liirj^: and noble aiucdnM, V\\\Vo \w\ift\\<.n v^ v'^*^'^ , 
oi b/r/^/f, in ihc lnti\net% Ai^'i \Kso\^:^^ *> 
Vol. XV n. b 
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its arclies, feveral of the fragments of which 
Scattered among the netghbouring mountain* 
and valleys are incontcilibk proofs of th^ 
grandeur and beauty of the work. There are 
fikewife two other conduits^ brought fromtJje 
mountains to the fouth and fouth-weft ; thefe 
fHlJ fubfiil, and a§ they f urn t(h Bherpell mth 
excellent water, while that of the wells il 
brackilh, they may jaftly be con fide red as two 
inellimablc legacies left to this place by the 
mncienti- 

The fituatiofi of this place was nobly adapted 
to Ilrength and beauty. It wa* fee u red from 
the encroachments of the fea. by a ilrong walF 
near forty feet high, fapported hy buttrefles, 
and winding near two miies along the feveril 
creeks of the fea fhore. For two furlongs with- 
in this wall ths city was on a levels and after- 
wards rofe gradually for the fpace of a mile to ^ 
a considerable height, extending over a vaiicty 
of little hills and valleys, Oi^ of the princi- 
pal gates on the knd fide, placed about a fwt* 
Jong below the fumniit of thefe hilts, leadi cc» 
the rugged mountains of the B^ui Mm&ffir\ 
and of the two others near the fhore, that to . 
the weftiflrard lies under the fhadc of the high 
inoun tains of the BmiTtfrah^ while the caftenv 
gate opens towards the mountiiinous diilri^ 
of Shtnaouh. 

This place, from many ci re um fiances, eyi- 

dently appears to have been the Julia C^eJariM 

of the Rsmafis, which was the fee of a Bifhop, 

T^he inhabitanti ha.ve a uid\ucM\ that tiie 

whole city was deftro^ed b^ ^tv. ^^^^iJiifc, 
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•nil that the i>oi'l. which wa« foritieily Ux^^ 
iitiij I'dinincKliDUk, wufl reJticrcl to it« pirlrtii 
liiilrrAhlr ccmcliiinn, (nnw the! nrrciml mul chn 
«Mhcr Nitimriit l>uil(liiiK» l>riiiu thrown into it 
by (he ffuH k. 'V\\r loihcit^ whith hml « coin- 
inutiicution with the* wellrin jmrr of tha t>orti 
•ilordii A priMf i}\ the truth of thi» tradition, 
for when ihe frii \% low unci cnltii, wc? diicover 
all over thr urra wvaWy plllarflv ami piece* of 
Itrtut wmMa thai can karcely be conceived to 
riiine there by uny other way. than by fonie 
<ii( h violent coni ufnona. Indeed no pUee i^oulJ 
Iw better contrived tor the convenience and 
(A^cxy of thrir vefU U than thife cothon* which 
wa» ^o ynrJd Aiunre, and in every part fecun? 
from the wind, tlte fwell and the Current of 
the (cat whi(h are iroubleromc enough in the 
port. The fnundrri art and inK<*tiuiiy in fnp- 
plyins it with watrr cannot l>e (iilticionlly ad- 
mirotl. For ihiii purpofc, i'evenil floor* and 
navcnionti of trriaU and Mofaii: work were 
laid unon an einincnrr, forinitig thi? norihriu 
niounci of the port and ihr cothon, in which 
the rain water wa.i leceivrd m4 it Iril, and thrmo 
i:r>nvryrd by nietinii of (oinr iniall conduiti. 
into an ovcl ciltrni capable (ifcoiiiainin^ many 
thouland lonn of water. Thift port in nraily 
<if a iiiiular foiut, i>n ynida in dumcteri 
luit that part of it which wan fniinnly nidft 
kvure, iii now filled up by a Und l)ankp that 
19 daily encreafini;. 

'I'he (ounCiy about the city ia exiienirly f(*r- 
lib, And exirediuKly Well waievrv^ V\^j '^<'>*^\'%^ 
fcrw'ti j on the bank ol ouc «jS ^\^\\n \'* ^^ 
b % ^^ 
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DidrUified town QTtJef *higli rocky precfpkfi 
ind :it iomc iii^incenea:r thefe fotiinatns the 
Aigerifr^i h^t a iorti^efs, in whkli is a garrito 
of ^^eri- atird ^ifiva^j, to prtvfnt the Jntuffions of 
the Dfjjt Minajfit. Cercatniy nothing am bt 
riiorc erttertaiiing ri>3JT the variety af profpci^ 
every where tg be tb^i #ith tn this aelightM 
country. 

Five 'miies ta the northward of dris foitrefe 
k the high ffloim tain <^^ ^htnmah^ whkh extetrcfe 
afeove twft Icagoes along the fhore, and is co- 
f^ered to its vfrry frtflnmit with a i^cceffion cif 
fine pht? of ai^bFe knd, almoft everywhere 
heJgcd in with froit trees. 

Having pafTed the river Otttmsat^ which h 
formed hy feverAl rilh of water that fall from 
this moufftain, we difcot^er a n umber of ftoue 
coffins of ^n oblong iigiire, and a Htde farther 
to the eaft, nnder a rifirrg ground, are the rmni 
oiTc/cfad or ffijfad^ eictending tiAro miles along 
the le;i Ihove, but the breadth is not equal M 
one third part t>f the length- Both at this 
place^ and at SkrJh^H^ we fee many arches 
and walls of brick, of a kind not cofnmoBly 
found in other parts of BarSary^ where we 
may fuppofe the work to be Romffn, The 
bikks ^r'^ of a fine p:ifteand colour, only two 
inches and a halfihickj btitii^-ara foot fqnare. 

TT/T^T/i/ is fit ua ted thirteen miles /rom Shtr^ 
peU^ and appears to have been the ancient 
f^ipfa^ which was the fee of a Biftiop. The 
CO J it uH along from this place to Algiers^ iti 
fomc partiJ for the breaiiYv o? \>?^o qc three 
leagues together, is tU^vtt v^t)Q^ o\ tt\tKk^* 
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fftinrtil*, tiy wliii N llir fiti«« f>|rt!fin \\( \\\f MtfH- 
Ji,ih tirliiiiil if, Mir flirlrrtnf fmiii (lir iitiittir|)y 
hUfUnI wihfl fiiMU lhcfr4. 

Hill m«y lili«*wilc h<* riMitlpir.t I h Stftttthf nf 

/A. ('hti/fitfff H'iMrtff, UftrUAlril Dli ihf* tttniiii 

tdiMiMn p4rt ol itti' krt iimII. frv*«ii itiilr^ rhtiii 

ti'ftlj*^4^ mitl l^irt lilliil iDltllM^I rtiliftini it (rMI 
Aih nl A vc'iy liiuli Imfr, till wliii.lt h I'^hirJ 
« V\\\s\ III |iyiiiitii'l riF |t'-|M. Thii Utii^hti(«9 
wIimIi in luith <if ills (iitr*(1 firi* firiiif*, | ii>iii|iti . 

fill til he nil tlilli«ilf<i| Iri-l ill lirl^hl, dllit ifl^ 
ilMttirif'r Iff llir hrtfr liiltcfy. *X\\r ripiiiicm (ItUi 
tlti9 fttit'(titr< WHO rir^ril iiv^r it lNr;.•^ tifSMfitrr, 
I1.1.1 i:iti(iil frvrrrtl pftii«) o( ii in \w htr)l«rn 
<i'>\vii I liriwi-V('l« ll i^ Itlttcif rt (iiftii.lriil tli'i|i)ll 
^r» lir ;t tifiivr*ntMil Irillil ttUtk fltf ltlMlilt(*M. 
*! tti4 ft|i)M,ir. Id lir llii* miinmilt*li( huill tty 
MA>\ Im llip ^fiy^il fMliiily uf the Sumitihin 

\Vf» (IinII now #ifnttiltif< (lif f»iiiilir«rri |ihm^ tif 
|ti)t) |it(»vitii.r4 fthcl limit lir^iti wilh (tirijiyrif 
y»fm/fn, nf rtijOMiilif^ to (lie pM)niMii iitliilii ot 

U fittiMinl iijiriti n lUin^; |{i<ii|iii| \\r\n\\ M rttti{h« 
«f HH'Uy prf^ i pi «••'), iipnii till* (itU litl^ft* ol' 
v^hii K M n Iniij; iirtintw pirt'r c»f Irvrl ^iimiIkI. 
Wiii''((*il hy tiiniiV (ptin^i, wliiitt niiUin^, ilifli 
fth*ittii4, full III ,1 vdiirty III C(ifiiittf-i in Ihr'li 
■ppliiuih |f» 77.7V/'l/fJ tnr wrlfriltifill nf ili^f^ 
li\uli(4 liiritlii;.* <tvniM*iynf fiiilU. |h (tu- i.it 
ji tt 1:11 j>i« iririvriii III' \\;UC\, t*\\\\U\t\csV \\\\\V<^ 
hv n rMlilfihinnun \;\\t\\\\\r\» «^^\^ Vn^w\ ^\^^^^"^ 

% \ 
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fbr which pnrpoie'the wtttr it foododed finn 
thence to th^ caftle^.the waa/ftpm^ wmXk^^flm 
' plKct. Ill the weft iMintf«hMit7ii»<MM 
bafimof JI!R0r/|ft woncttiii£up^«QO yards JtoBg* 
flid eboot half a^ broad» in wnicfat accoiduif » 
t tradidon of the inhabttaatiy.the Kings of 
rii^fim Hadk the diverfion ,oF fiuling, white 
their fnljeds were at the finiietime tangfat^ 
art of MingadoD : bat ^it bafimwaa nra^^ 
defigncd rather as a refiervMr in cafe <>f « fiM 
and 10 weferve at all other tSmesa ^puutritjei 
water wCcient to refieftithe^mat nqJBiberiaf 
fine jaidens and plantations bdowit- 

Moftoirthf waUs of fZoii^'affe csqaaplil 
of anMMtarmadeof fiuod, luneand^finalLp^ 
bles, which being well teaifiered and wrdogll 
together, fi^m a fobitaKe -dun has all ths 
firength and iblidity of fione*. 
' Timfim was formerly divided into difinft 
wards or partitions, in order, perhaps^ the 
better to put a ftop to any inteffine coooimoiiony 
or to prolong a Ae|;e. There were two of theie 
divirionsii\ the tune of Eiirefi^ each of which 
might be coniidered as a diftindt citv ; it being 
of a fquare or oblong figure, encJofed by a 
wall of the fame ftrudiure with tha^ of the 
city: but about the year 1670, Htijfan^ Dey pf 
Algiers^ laid moft of the city in rains, as a pq- 
nimment for the diiaBedion of the inhabitants. 
The ancient Tlem/an was about four miles 
round ; but at prefent there is not above one 
fi xth part of it remaining. Among thefc ruins 
we meet with feveraV (\:va{t* oC v^llars, and 
other A^agmcnt$ of Romaa axivic^>yvu^% \ wsA^v^ 
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V M^'fllli ni ntx o\i\ tnnrcjuf , I fnw a number of 
iliAta iiriii(4iri| In ihr Pit Mitnn, 

111 the* vitlii^»c of Hnhhrdt n tnilc tn the mn- 
vitrei f)( 'llfmjntu in iHc tnnib of 6></i /if0«- 
nauUnn^ wliiili ttviritcd t>y aM (he nri)',hl»our" 
'*K P<^t1<? ^i(h (hr irrcatrU ilcvoiioti. At the 
Ainr iliOnnrc tn the wrilward whs the city of 
Mtin/attrtih, whi< h at nrrffnC hm ii'^tihr r hotirn 
lAr inh.il>i(itnt, ihotivh ihc f;rcM|r(| pArt of the 
^al). which ii Iniili in thr (miir ttiAiinrr ff« th.ii 
if 'tlrmjftn, in fHIl rriiminttifs niirl nn IoIpm «n 
iir;i«)f ]wo milri in rump.-ifi, ;il»'»vr half of it 
•r;iblr Und. Nf^^ir thr vrntrr of ihi* arm i« a 
Foiiiit,tin, And h hi^'.h lirritiiiiftil Idwrr ; hut the 
mnfi|iir whi^h lirldiif'rd to i( ha;i Uhdcr^oric thr 
latr of the* other hntldin^.n. 

Thr |il;iinik rif V.titinurr hrpjn At the rivf*r 
Wi\ hdow 'Ihft^ftiu, nnd rxtrnd ihrmfelvr* 
rhMMi;fh a hcnittiful itiffichtinKC of hilU and 
vnllrv^ *'* thr difUwur of ihtrty inilr« : ihi«i 
drlij^litf'ul didtiiM. wii tiled hy H nunil>ri' nt 
fr'nsij.;* flnd rivul'*t«'.. ii 'iiliivaird hy fwo nu 
rnrfoti* vVawh of //f/f/«f, niitnrd //V/ArV 'Afttr^ 
and /Af//n. Ahoiii thr midfllr of thit tiii«^(. 
It a hi|^h pointed pi'-' i]ii»n, lallni thr lUnuneU 
yf th HnttfMtf with n liinnrh of the ^intnn run- 
riinij i»rh»w it. 'J'hii livrr wnirr^ .1 pinr of 
l^roiind nn whith foimcrly Hood a ciiy of thr* 
fninr name, ;)2 miles to the noithwmd of 
Tlrtnjnn. 

Near ihii river, I wat fltewn ihr pl;i(f' wheir 
UnrhtiriJIn fliowrd Mhoiii hit tir^dute ; hi»i l»dl, 
but frilu)c/i rflort t« rruvA \W ip>\A\\\\ v^^ ^^^ 
rsiemkB, Upuii an emWwc wtv >>W6 ^^'^'^^ 
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fide of the rtver is a M^mrifi fandluary^ mhiibit* 
cd by feveral religious. 

Eight miles to the fouth^^ard of 'Mttftypm' 
nhn Is ^7 Qdiuh^ the gresit market of this c^wfi- 
try for carpets. It is a cJirty, ill contiived 
town, bui^t on an cmUence of a cbaiii of 
dth«r mountains. Around it are feveral vtl- 
la^s of the fame name, and in a like fituaEiea, 
all of them employed in the fame mslnufa^ture* 
It i^ defended by a citadel and garrifon, ahd 
from fomc large ilonea and pieces of fnarbltf 
that are here and there to be met with, we 
)>a¥c fome reafon to believe it was formerly i 
tity of the Ramanu perhaps the Gitlm or th* 
Affer of Ptdimy. I 

in a iine plain, fiv^c leagues to tbe foutk^ 
W^ <!t^ El Callsif, is the town of Mafz&u 
1«^i€h con fifta of a toniiderabfc number ot 
Jioafes built with jiiud walls : it has fevenl 
IcfTer villages in its neigh briurhood, and a 
litile f^rr, to prevent any fudden revoU of 
the Amvs ; but it is not allowed to have t 
^urk fjb ga rri lb n . 

Ninety mik-^ to the enflward of Tiemfmi arc 
the rnxwi of T(7gfiJempt^ a lar^ city fituated 
bet\^c(?n the rivers Minn and Arche^^ ; but 
abandoned a few years ago by the Arahu ^vho 
ha\e, a> nfufil^ taken Cire to leave us fcvenJ 
Inarks of thdr own huniiliiy and igticrincc 
in archiceilure, by defacing or pulling d<?wti 
V^'harevcr was be^tutifuT and magnificent in the 
buildings of their ancei^ors. 

Six k argues to the eatl o^ ^Tagadtmyt -ait ^SA 
tuws of Memtte^ and two W^u^^ ^axiC^^t «^fe 
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tliofe of Ldbo, The fertile country below tlie 
|>aralUlof the place where the lait- mentioned 
^ty formerly flood, is cultivated by the 
Siveede or Swidde, 'the moft powerfnl tribe of 
jirais in this province. The name figmfies 
black, and, I am told, was occafioned by- a 
ilandard of that colour formerly difplayed m 
their marches and battles, 'they pay no taxes, 
and {ervt the Algerhtef only as volunteers. 

Sewn miles farther are the ruins of Mejiddah^ 
forme rty a Roman ilation, feated upon a rxfing 
I^Tound, with the river SheUtff'ht\o\f/ it ; amd at 
fome diftancc on the banks of the fame river, 
are the ruins of Memon and Sinaa^, formerly 
tv^o contigvions cities, and the fee of a Bifhop. 
The latter, which 1 judged to be three miles 
in circuit, feems to have been by far the moft 
confidcrable ; but the only remains now to be 
feen, are large pieces of waits, and fcyeral 
capacious cifterns. 

El Khadarahi according to Edrifi^ the. an- 
cient Chair ay which wa<? the fee of a Bifhop, 
i& the next remarkable place in this fit ttation. 
It is like wife feated on a rifing ground on the 
banks of the ShcUijff] and is equal to Sinaab in 
<he e;rtent of its rains. A range of mountains 
rifing from the oppofite banks of the ShelUffy 
fen her it from the north wind, while two other 
mountains, at a mile's diftance, fronting it 
from the foutb, fupply the beautiful little plain 
they inclofe, with a plentiful rill of water. A 
few paces to the caft of the ruins ofCbadra are 
the remains of a lar« ftotit VinA^^t^^'^c^'*^'^ 
ihc only one ever hnilt ovfet iJxt IhelUW^ '^^'^~ 
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wuhflar«ding the Inconveniences ivhicb tra^ 
Tellers arc fomcnmcs, in winter, obliged 19 
/ufTcri by watitr^g a montb together on ict 
baiiks, before they can ford k. 

On an eminence, three miles from the ruiiu 
ef Siva^i is a mud- walled village atider the 
Xurkip yoke, named Merjijahy only rcinarkable 
for being under tKe inHucnce ai^d protedJonof 
a family of MarM&fts^ the greateft and inol 
powerful of this couriiry, who have Aiceeeded 
fxom father to Ton through a number of aget. 

Mm Rsfliui^ the Btni Arax of modern geo- 
grapheis, which is featcd eight miles from M^-^ 
jtjaK is in much the {^mt, fituation. It made % 
con fid era ble figure in former ages and bad % 
ci tad elf zooo houfes, and a race of warlike tn- 
habitain:s, that commanded the country as fat 
as El CaiUh and Ma/car, But at jpreient fhc 
caflle is in ruins; ihe zooo houfcs, and it$ 
large territories are reduced to a few cottages^ J 
and iti inhabitants j;re become cowardly and I 
timorous- The fiatu re of the foil is, however, | 
flill the fame, and is famous for producing £gs ' 
and other fruit, remarkably large and de- 
licate. 

Defcending the mountains of Beni Rajhidf 
we came to El Herha, formerly a Roman city^ 
fomething more than a mile in circuit, iituated 
two leagues to the eaftward of the village of 
Betii Rajhid. Here are feveral columns of a 
bluifh coloured marble, of good workmanfliip; 
but their capitals, which are of the Corintbiam 
order, are much defaced. 
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F«i7tng ti> th« eiiflwaixl over n t'crfile plain. 
iKtoukH which the river 6V/i//^'[>lcnrantly windu 
lis Urcam, we come to Mminnit fir Mtt/iatut^ 
built uppn a mountHint two Imgiicn from S/ 
Utrtu, 'J'hii ciry, which wnm once the fee of 
A Jiiihop, han at a dilUncc the apprnrnnce of 
iMiilJingi and antiquitiei i but the fiittf^ue (ff 
climbing up to it» i» poorly rccnmpcnfed by 
ffh« figiit of only a fmall villu^c, the houfes of 
which Hre covered with tilen itiftend of trrrACC» 
chc uCual covering of buiidtn^^s in thifl country. 
Mti/iaua hai. howrver, inunv advitntagra | it 
beinc; well watered, furrouiuled by n number 
of plenfiint g«rdenii and vineyardu, ithd com-* 
■landft a moll dclij(htful nnd extenfive profnedh 
iiithci the devotees of /ilgierf^ Btetitu and the 
•ei^htMuirinti; country repMJr in the fpring to 
kiiii the toinl) of Sttit ivHjiffh the tutelar Aiint of 
die city. There are here fcvcral fragments of 
)f«MnM architecture ; and from Mn inrcripcion, 
ghat leemi to relate to the fumily of Pompey l(ie 
Ureat» MarfitiP% Hnc thought on their miifor* 
tuneii* receive:, an additional beauty ; on our 
£Hdtug that his giandlbn, nnd probably bin 
great grandfon were buried in fuch nn obfcure 
plAce, and at fuch a dillance from thrir an- 
cellor*. 

Ktght nillei to the eafl north-rnft of Muhntia^ 
between the SM/ifand the fen, nro the bathn 
«f Af^trg0t the j1^M/tr Uniid^ Colmia oK the 
Ancients. The largeit nnd moll frrqteitted of 
ihefe bathi ia a bafon twclvo fcrt fqunre, nnd 
fuur deep. Here the water l^\\V\V>V«\ >^>^ >»'v^n ^ 
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pa^Tes o£ CO another fmatkr d^ern a fed. b> 
J^'WSf who are not allowed to b^the ia c 
p^vny with the Mabornitams. jjoth thcfe ll 
wexe formerly coi ere^ vvitli a haiidfofBe hi 
iig j bat they are now expof^ to tlite wt^ai 
and when I faw thenij were half full of il 
and lubbi^, A great conepurfe of poopXt 
ufiiLiUy here in thu (^rin^^ the iejiibn of t 
water*, which are fuppolcd to remove rhe% 
dc paim, to cure the jaundice, and lo aIIc 
jiioil oi he r i n ve trra te i H h abits . High e r Oj 
Jiiliis another bath, the water of which t 
of too kitenfe a heat for bathing, is conv 
through a long pipe in to another roooi^ vt 
it is made ufeofia an operacion of ilie 
nature and eiledl ^s onr pumping. 

Between this and the lower baths, art 
ruins of a R&maa town^ eqaalin ilze to rh 
£1 ffer^a, and at a little dijliince from I 
are feveral tombs aaid coflins of ilon^v Ton 
which, I was informed, were of an on 
bignefs. The late Lieutenant of this pra 
afUired me, that he faw a thigh bo»e beloi 
to them, near thirty-lix inches in length : 
on my being at thefe baths half a year aft 
could not receive the leail information aboi 
and the graves and coffins that fell undc 
obfervation, were only of the tifual dimeAj 
However, the people of this and other < 
tries are full of llories and traditions oi 
nature ; which, provided thefe fhould n< 
human bones, which may really be die 
as theJfricans are far from being nice and 
ful obfcrvcrsj wc may poffifeiV^ as.^o\^\x^ 
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from acuftom 1 have fomewhere reid of among 
the Goth and Fandah^ that mi^ht oafi over 
with them into Africa^ of interring the horfe 
with his rider, and the armour of the latter in 
the fame grave ; and this afTertion is confirmed 
by the long fwords with handles (haped lito 
crofTes, often dug up in this country. 

Thefe baths are lurrounded by a fucceffioA 
of very rugged hills and deep valleys, each of 
them in their turn "stxy difficult and dangeroua 
to paTs over, fiut this fatigue and danger it 
fufhciently recompenfed by our being after- 
wards conduced tnrough the rich and delight- 
ful plains of Mettmah^ lying beyond them to 
the northward, which are fifty miles long and 
twenty broad, every where well watereaby a 
number of fprings and rivulets. Here are 
many country-feats of the principal inhabitants 
of Algiers^ and the farms whicn fupply that 
city with the greateft part of its provifions \ 
for here erain of all kinds, roots, fruit, pot* 
herbs ana flax, are produced in the greateft 
perfection. However, only a part of this plaia 
properly belongs to this province, the reft, 
which IS bounded by the rivers Mq/affran a«d 
£udw9wet being claimed by the fouthern pro- 
vince, of which I am now to give a defcrip- 
lion. 
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